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Prayer stations

climate change

AIM 

To explore issues related to climate change through prayer and action.

INTRODUCTION

These Prayer stations are designed to help you focus your prayers on the issues surrounding climate change and as Christians, our response to this issue. You can use just one station or all six. They have been written to be used at the start, during informal worship, as a separate activity or a static display in a church. Feel free to adapt the prayer stations and be as creative as you like to fit your own circumstances- the ideas are endless. Why not add photos and decoration to the instruction sheets to make them look attractive and welcoming. The stations will need to be set up before the start of the worship time and it would be helpful to have background music playing.

Explain to people that they can visit as many or as few as they want and suggest a sign to end the session e.g. a particular song or changing from recorded to live music. Why not close the prayer session with a communal prayer or hymn? Make sure people feel comfortable with the experience, as many will not have prayed in this format before. Although prayer stations are often situated on the floor be aware of people’s needs and think about arranging them on tables with chairs facing the station.

WHAT TO DO

Make sure you print out the instructions for each station in a bold large font and laminate them or make a handout from them so that people know what they are doing at each station.

Station 1: Why do we not listen?

Items you will need:

Newspaper cuttings about climate change (both positive and negative)

Fabric to make a drape

Candles

Bibles

Bible quotes downloaded and put onto cards (see resource file)

Laminated instruction sheet or handout

Instructions

Station 1: Why do we not listen?

The information is out there, we can’t ignore the media. Why should we, as Christians, as people in God’s world, be doing something? 

Look at the articles scattered around you. All deal with different aspects of climate change. 

Is there anything here that surprises or upsets you? Think about why that should be? 

Take time to read the Bible passages and to contemplate their meaning about a Christian’s response to climate change.

Print these instructions in a larger font and then laminate them or make them into a handout

Station 2: Positive and Negative

Items you will need

Downloaded PowerPoint, file name ‘Pos/Neg. Set to running as a continuous loop

Multi media projector

Screen

Laminated instructions or handout

Instructions

Station 2: Positive and Negative

‘We are part of the problem but also part of the solution.’

Please take time to sit and watch the images on the screen and reflect on the points made.

Print these instructions in a larger font and then laminate them or make them into a handout

Station 3: Carbon Footprint

Items you will need:

Sand in a tray with a footprint pressed in it

Laminated instruction sheet or handout

Fabric for a drape 

pens

paper

scissors

books and leaflets that give examples of ways to cut your carbon footprint 

Instructions

Station 3: Carbon footprint

Scattered around the floor are examples of things you can do to lower your carbon foot print. You can probably think of many more.

Use the paper provided to draw around your foot or shoe and then cut out the outline. Write on your footprint a change you will make to your lifestyle. Place your cut-out footprint so you follow a spiral shape around the room symbolising the journey we need to make to change our lifestyles.

Print these instructions in a larger font and then laminate them or make into a handout

Station 4   Water for Life

Items you need:

water in a bowl

pebbles

flowers in a vase

laminated prayer and instructions or a handout of these

fabric for a drape, preferable blue 

Instructions 

Station 4 Water for Life

Pray

God, forgive us for wasting water…

letting the tap run while we clean our teeth,

luxuriating in over-filled baths,

ignoring hosepipe bans.o water designer lawns.

God, forgive us for polluting and exploiting the waters of your rivers and seas,

upsetting the balance of your creation and contributing to global warming,

by our irresponsible production and disposal of waste,

and thoughtless misuse of natural resources ...

while other people’s children die of water-borne diseases,

weary women walk miles to fetch and carry their scant daily water supplies,

hard-pressed men sweat in scorching heat to dig fresh wells,

and hope is drowned by devastating floods.

When we water down our commitment

with half-hearted promises and weak resolutions,

or dilute our compassion with floods of crocodile tears,

challenge us to conserve more carefully,

decide more responsibly,

help more willingly,

and live more thankfully

in the one world you have given us to cherish and to share.

© Jean Mortimer (Commitment for Life Prayer Partners 2008)

When you have finished reading the prayer take a pebble and add to the bowl of water.

Print these instructions in a larger font and then laminate them or make a handout

Station 5: World Matters

Items you need: 

Globe

Post it notes

Laminated statistics on climate change (see resource file), instructions or printed handout

Instructions

Station 5: World Matters.

The world’s poorest are already being affected by climate change. Write your prayers on the post-it notes and place them on an area that you know is experiencing the effects of climate change. Remember also those in this country who would face loss of homes and land.

Pray

God looked into the emptiness and created all that is.

God spread out the earth in its diversity with mountains and valleys, rivers and fertile plains.

There were patches of flood and fire, of dryness and of vivid green, embraced by wind and sea

a sun-filled landscape of hospitality.

And, threading through it all, like weavings of golden hope,

Were dreams of justice and compassion and gentle streams of peace.

God gathered all peoples into community, gave a sigh of joy

And set us free to choose our path in a daring adventure of trust.

This is our God.

This is the wonder of our calling in faith.

Let us worship God.

©Adapted from the Global Week of Action (worship materials)

Print these instructions in a larger font and then laminate them or make a handout

Station 6: Remember People 

Items you will need:

Stories and pictures from the Commitment for Life web site www.cforl.org.uk  or other agencies (see resources file)

Use leaflets available from lmeadcforl@gmail.com
Display board

The most recent action postcard from Christian Aid www.christian-aid.org, Tearfund, www.tearfund.org,  Stop Climate Chaos www.stopclimatechaos.org , The World Development Movement www.wdm.org.uk 

Laminated instructions or printed handout

Instructions

Station 6: Remember People 

Read the stories on the board. Remember those whose lives are being made harder by the changes in climate in places like Zimbabwe and Bangladesh.

Take action now and sign a postcard. Post it when you get home.

Consider becoming a Commitment for Life Church as money raised is already helping people to prepare for the effects of climate change. You will then hear more stories about real people being affected.

Or even better write a letter to you MP or MEP to tell him how you feel about the role of governments in this issue.

Print these instructions in a larger font and then laminate them or make a handout

EVALUATION

Please try to answer these questions for yourself and for others who will use this material:

1. What was the most helpful thing?

2. What was the least helpful thing?

3. What would you like to try now?

THE NEXT STEP

If you want more prayer station items please revisit the website wher eother material both general and seasonal can be found. 
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How to feedback to Vision4Life?

If you wish to offer any feedback – brickbats and bouquets are equally welcome! – you can do so in various ways.

You can email the Vision4Life steering group about general or website V4L issues via the website or at admin@vision4life.org.uk
If you have comments and particularly contributions to the prayer year, you can email the V4L prayer year coordinator via prayer@vision4life.org.uk
If you want to make contributions or ask questions about other V4L years you can email:

Year 2 – Transformed by the Bible: bible@vision4life.org.uk
Year 3 – Transformed for Evangelism: evangelism@vision4life.org.uk
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