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Proposed Change to the 

Rules of Procedure
When Resolution 3 (ratification of Resolution 26 of 2010) was presented to General Assembly, the Revd Professor David Thompson, speaking on behalf of the Eastern Synod, told the Assembly of his concern that if the resolution were passed it would mean that significant changes to the Basis could be made without a final scrutiny by the Assembly. Subsequently notice was given that, should Resolution 3 be passed, a resolution in the names of the Revd Clare Downing and Professor Thompson would be presented which would permit the Assembly to decide that such changes should return to the Assembly. Both Resolution 3 and this accompanying resolution (44) were passed and the then Clerk assured the Assembly that Mission Council would be asked to amend the Rules of Procedure to incorporate the decision.  I therefore propose the following resolution:     

RESOLUTION

Mission Council resolves to amend the Rules for Procedure for the Conduct of the United Reformed Church by the insertion of a new clause 2.5 as follows:
2.5 When an amendment to the Basis of Union is proposed under Paragraph 3.(1) of the Structure and the General Assembly gives first approval it shall at the same time decide whether or not following reference to the synods (and, where appropriate, to local churches) the change may be approved for a second time by the Mission Council.  If not and providing that notice has not been received from synods (and/or local churches) as defined in clause 3.(1)(f) a motion to agree the proposed amendment shall come before the General Assembly at its next meeting where it shall require a simple majority to be passed.
Margaret Carrick Smith
10 September 2012




