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Reflection: John 12:24

‘Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.’

That verse of Scripture can be found in all sorts of places in El Salvador:  in churches, on T-shirts, and painted on walls in the streets. It is so resonant there because  it echoes the life and teaching of Oscar Romero, the Archbishop who spoke up for the oppressed and who was shot down while celebrating Mass in a hospital chapel. 

While he lived he spoke about how we cannot solve everything quickly or even in our own lifetime, but we can plant seeds, like grains of wheat, for a better future. And, foreseeing his own death, he said, ‘If they kill me, I will rise again in the people of El Salvador’. He believed that his death would bear fruit. And it has, for his message is still heard and still inspires and changes lives.

Oscar Romero believed that it was right to keep going, even when the harvest he longed for, justice for the people and an end to poverty and violence, was a long way off. He even believed that it was right to keep going when his own death was all but inevitable. That is awe-inspiring commitment. And it reveals a depth of faith in God that is truly impressing. 

In a short-term world like ours, such faith in God’s future, such commitment even unto death, is counter-cultural and visionary. But that’s exactly what Commitment for Life is reaching for – the kind of long-term commitment to God’s future for the world which requires of us the giving of our life, our goods, our prayer and our strength. 

Bringing about long term and lasting change takes a long term and lasting commitment, but it really is commitment for life. Inspired by Romero, what else can we do? Thank you for giving yourself for and to life!   

(written by Susan Durber for Commitment for Life’s Magazine 2014)
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