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Prayers, quotes and worship ideas
Opening responses: 

Let us listen to the words of Oscar Romero, Archbishop of El Salvador, assassinated whilst leading Mass in 1980. “Let us take seriously the cause of the poor as though it were our own - indeed as what it really is, the cause of Jesus Christ.”
OR:
With those who live in sunshine,
and all who welcome the rain..

We worship God!
Standing with all who are poor,
ready to share what wealth we have.
We worship God!
With voices to speak up for justice,
and a desire to live in peace with all.
We worship God!

With faithful people from Central America,
and as Christ’s disciples in this place.
We worship God!
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Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession:
Teach Gloria chorus  (Gloria a ti por siempre, see separate sheet music))

Let us pray.

God, we pray for El Salvador, and for all its people,
for those who live in their own country, and for those who have moved to the US,
for those who have joined the gangs, and for those who fear them,
for the many who now live in the cities, and for those who are campesinos in rural lands. 
We pray for those who carry wounds in their bodies and in their souls, from the days of civil war, and for those who are determined to be part of a new democracy and a new peace.
We pray for those who mourn the dead and the disappeared,
and for those who are working with a new generation of young people to bring hope. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. (Gloria)


God, we pray for El Salvador, and for the Church,
sharing the peace on Sundays and working for peace every day. 
We pray for Roman Catholics and Evangelicals, 
for the faithful, for priests and pastors, for convents and communities, giving their lives for those they love and trusting in your resurrection.


We pray for those who write Gospel texts on city walls, 
and for those who bring solidarity and love from other places in the world. 
Inspire us with a church that knows it will never die,
and which is willing to  give everything for the sake of the people.

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.  (Gloria)

God, we pray for El Salvador, taking its place among the nations,
speaking up for its people, for its land, economy and climate. 
We pray for those who have the courage to negotiate;
for trade deals, for tax justice, for workers’ rights, for carbon cuts. 
We pray for the President, with work to do and a manifesto to fulfil. 
And we pray that we will none of us take our freedoms for granted
or turn from those with whom we are united 
as people of the same world, with the same Saviour. 

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.  (Gloria)
O God, make us a land of the Saviour too,
a people of peace, fired by love, inspired by hope. Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer from Central America
Our Father, who is in us here on earth,

Holy is your name in the hungry who share their bread and their song.

Your Kingdom come, a generous land which flows with milk and honey.

Let us do your will, standing up when all are sitting down,

and raising our voice when all are silent.

You are giving us our daily bread in the song of the bird and the miracle of the corn.

Forgive us for keeping silent in the face of injustice and for burying our dreams, for not sharing bread and wine, love and the land, amongst us, now.

Don’t let us fall into the temptation of shutting the door through fear:

or resigning ourselves to hunger and injustice; of taking up the same arms as the enemy.

But deliver us from evil,

Give us the perseverance and solidarity to look for love,

even if the path has not yet been trodden, even if we fall:

So we shall have known your kingdom which is being built forever and ever. 

Amen  

CAW Resources 2011
Closing words:
We can plant seeds for a better future not knowing where or when they will bear fruit, but God sees and hears. In his time, those seeds may blossom and change lives both here and across your world. Give us strength to go forward and spread your seed of truth.
cforl

OR: 

The violence we preach is not

the violence of the sword,

the violence of hatred.

It is the violence of love,

of brotherhood,

the violence that wills to beat weapons

into sickles for work.

Oscar Romero, November 27, 1977
OR:

O God of all the saints,
who can take all our lives
and make them fruitful,
inspire us with the deepest faith,
so that we will give ourselves
joyfully into your hands
for the sake of the world 
and all its people,
in the name of Christ, Amen. 
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An idea for worship: 

In El Salvador, on May 3rd, people observe the ‘Day of the Cross’. They make simple crosses out of wood and set them on a table, in their homes and churches or outside in gardens, yards and streets. The crosses are then decorated with colourful ribbons and surrounded with fruits and produce. People pray, offering thanks for the harvest and praying for the prosperity of the land and the people. 
The feast has its origins in an ancient and pre-Christian harvest festival. But now it brings together faith in the love of God expressed in the cross with thanksgiving for the fruitfulness of the land. The festival reflects the vividness and fertility of El Salvador, but also the recognition of the people of thankfulness for the generosity of God and the depth of God’s love revealed in Christ. 
Around May 3rd you can see decorated crosses everywhere; in offices and homes, in hotels and on street corners. And in church on the nearest Sunday people bring offerings of fruit and produce to lay before a be-ribboned cross during worship. The cross of suffering and of death becomes the tree of flourishing life and the people celebrate. 

Whatever the date, and wherever we are, we can all share in something of Salvadoran faith and life, by decorating our own crosses and praying for an end to poverty and a fruitful sharing of God’s good earth.
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