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José Ramos Monologue
I am José Ramos.

Let me tell you about my life and my country.

I am 29 years old and people tell me I am always smiling.

I live in Cacaopera, which means cocoa land, in the north of El Salvador near the border with Honduras.

Memories of our civil war, 20 years ago, still linger with the people,

Especially, they remember the massacre at El Mozote

1000 people, half of whom were children, died that December day in 1981

Today, we are trying to move on, but life is difficult.

It is very hard to find a job.

Young people in my youth group want to go to the US.

It is dangerous and may not have the happy ending they think it will.

Everywhere gangs are taking hold and the older people are scared for us.

Violence is in our cities, by the coast and in our families.

I want to make change, young people can make change.

I work hard in my job as a tailor. 

I volunteer by teaching languages in the local school.

I am trying to finish my language course at university too,

But the thing I love doing most is being a youth worker in my village.

The young people come to learn and to share and to have fun.

I want to make change, young people can make change.

What of the church?

I think the church could do more by being less focused on heavenly bodies and more on the problems we face.

Christian Aid’s partner – Incentive for Social Democracy (ISD) helped us understand about advocacy and civil participation. 

We want to know what is happening in our country.

And our government and local councils want us to be involved in building a better place too.

We are trying to find solutions to the enormous problems we face.

When we learn a new skill we want to learn more.

I want to make change, young people can make change.

Our youth group, here in Cacaopera, designed a logo. 

It shows a white book and a red feather, held by a Zompopos  ant.

Why a red quill you ask?

Because, in this country much of our history has been written in the blood of its young people.

But in this group, we are looking from our poverty to help others. 

Yo soy tu, tu eres yo,

I am you and you are me.

We WILL find solutions to the problems we face.

I want to make change, young people can make change.

With a little help from our friends at ISD.
Linda Mead 2014
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