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									URC vaccine campaign raises more than £12,000 for Christian Aid
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	Generous donors have helped the United Reformed Church (URC) beat its initial fundraising target of £5,000 to raise a whopping £12,025 for Christian Aid. First launched in February, the aim of the campaign is to provide people with the opportunity to show gratitude for their Covid-19 vaccines and help protect our global neighbours for whom the vaccine remains out of reach. In the UK, almost 29 million people have received at least one dose of a coronavirus vaccine, while poor nations are yet to receive a single dose. Christian Aid is already on the ground, helping keep people safe from coronavirus with practical support, but with donations, the charity can do more. The Revd Dr Kevin Snyman, URC Commitment for Life Programme Officer, said: "I actually don't even quite know how to articulate how appreciative I feel. It is just such a phenomenal affirmation of the growing legend that is the generosity of URC members. Amazing! But more than that, it shows how deeply the URC cares about justice. We want everyone in the world to be vaccinated; you can see that desire expressed in many of the comments." The campaign remains open. If you haven't and would like to, please make a donation here. 
Image: Christian Aid.


















				News in brief 



				Mission Council
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	The spring meeting of Mission Council, the executive body of URC General Assembly, was held from 15-17 March. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the meeting was held digitally. A full report on all the business discussed and the decisions made is available here.






			New JPIT Team Leader announced
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	Simeon Mitchell, the URC’s Secretary for Church and Society, is to become Team Leader of the ecumenical Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT). The vacancy was created by the secondment of the current team leader, Rachel Lampard, to head a two-year Methodist Church project. Simeon is currently Deputy Team Leader of JPIT and will begin the post after Easter. Read more.












	Download new EM1 booklets for free
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	A new series of Education for Ministry Phase One (EM1) booklets is now available to those who are exploring their vocation to ministry. The booklets have been created by URC Education and Learning, Ministries, and the URC’s Regional Centres for Learning. Titles in the series include ‘Information about EM1’, ‘Candidating for Ministry’, and ‘Financial Support for Students’. Download the booklets for free here. 
















				Leaders criticise 'retrograde' decision
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	In a joint statement, Church leaders across seven denominations, including the Revd Clare Downing, Moderator of the URC General Assembly, called the government's decision to increase the number warheads the UK can stockpile 'retrograde'. Read the statement in 
full here.






			URC Youth launches Easter podcast
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	Check out URC Youth's Holy Week podcast series that features eight daily recordings from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday, 28 March to 4 April. Aimed at 11-14-year-olds, each recording includes a Bible reading, reflection, prayer, and a response activity. Listen here.












	Government urged to act to prevent more harm from gambling
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	The URC joined Churches and charities to urge the UK government to act decisively and urgently in tackling the harm caused by gambling. In a statement, which was issued ahead of the deadline for submissions to a review of the Gambling Act 2005, the Churches and charities said the harms of gambling "simply cannot be tackled by focusing on individuals' gambling habits or relying on individual organisations to provide solutions. Instead the devolved and UK governments must adopt a public health approach to prevent harm and address population level risks". To read the statement in full, 
see here.



				Follow the Easter story



	Hannah Middleton, Northern Synod Children's Work Advisor, has produced a series of seven videos telling the Easter story for young members. Watch the series here. 











			Prison prayer vigil



	Leading Christian prison ministries are coming together to pray for 24 hours on 3 April for all women and men in the UK's 138 prisons. Register to join them here. 
























				CRCW shares how we can all make a difference



	[image: ]



	Ann Honey, a Church Related Community Worker (CRCW) based at St Columba’s URC in Billingham, talks about how we can all make a difference. In the latest CRCW reflection, Ann says: "It doesn’t matter how small the gesture, a little can go a long way to make a difference, especially if it becomes a collective effort." Read Ann's reflection entitled 'How We Can All Make a Difference' here. For information on how to become a CRCW or a CRCW project, read more. 
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	Church finds way to keep relationships with family despite lockdown



	Prior to Covid-19, Halesworth and Bramfield URC had been running sessions twice a month, building up good relationships with families in the process. Then the lockdown happened. How could the Messy Church sessions continue and how could the church maintain its relationship with families? Find out how the church tackled these questions here.












	Coronavirus: information and resources












				Weddings and civil partnerships
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	On 22 March, the government updated two pieces of guidance on weddings and civil partnerships in England in relation to the roadmap out of the current lockdown: Guidance for small marriages and civil partnerships, and Guidance for wedding and civil partnership receptions and celebrations. Advice for Scotland can be found here, and Wales here. 






			Booklet offers a vision of hope



	[image: ]



	Grove Booklets - Covid-19: Where is God in All This? by the Revd Greg Foster, Rector of Northenden in south Manchester, is a wide-ranging study which addresses the complexity of issues that have arisen from the Covid-19 pandemic and offers a vision of hope rooted in theological reflection that might equip us to live well with this reality. Available for £3.95 +p&p from the URC Bookshop. 












				Families on faith adventures
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	Share a time of faith and fellowship together as a family through stories, games, activities and prayers. Find out more here. 






			URC advice to churches
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	The latest updates and resources on the coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic from the United Reformed Church can be found here. 












				This month in Reform magazine
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	"I believe in Church reunion," says the new Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell in the latest edition of Reform. Mr Cottrell adds that he still believes in the reunion of denominations in the UK and 
has never lost the hope that the URC was founded on: "If I did, I’d have to give up," he says.
"We need a bit of a new springtime ecumenically, and we probably need to begin on our knees." Also in this issue: QAnon conspiracy, the Open Table Network and returning to church after lockdown. Subscribe for £29.50 and get URC merchandise for up to £9.99 for free. See the magazine for details.
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	Please order online. You can contact the shop by email or by calling 020 7916 8629. 
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	Constance - Pioneer, Pastor, Preacher – edited by the Revd Dr Janet Wootton – is a celebration of pioneers – of one in particular: the Revd Constance Coltman, but also many wonderful pioneers in our own day, women and men. The book is published by the United Reformed Church (URC) on behalf of the Council for World Mission, the Congregational Federation and the Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women. It is available to buy from the URC Bookshop for £7.99 +p&p. A digital version of the book is available from Issuu.
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	New certificates from the URC all have the same design, are printed on FSC paper and with gold foil to make them extra special to give. Certificates include: blessings, baptisms, dedications, loyal and devoted service, and membership by affirmation. Available for £2.99 each + p&p. Take a look at the new range here.
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	Faith, Hope and Mischief: Tiny Acts of Rebellion by Andrew Graystone, tells funny, prophetic and powerful stories of tiny acts of rebellion Andrew has carried out, alongside arresting reflections on what it means to live in faith and hope. Available for £11.99 +p&p.














				Synod news



	West Midlands 
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	Congratulations to the West Midlands Synod which has become the first across the denomination to achieve an A Rocha UK Bronze Eco Synod award. In its award application, the Synod evidenced a long-term commitment to reducing its environmental impact by rewriting their eco-policy and agreeing clear mission pledges to reduce their carbon footprint. “We are so pleased that our efforts are paying off, but there is so much more to do,” said the Revd Steve Faber, Moderator of the URC West Midlands Synod. “This is a pivotal moment for the URC and for the Synod in particular. We cannot overstate the importance and the urgency of doing more to protect the planet." Read more. 



				Eastern
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	The coronavirus lockdown was no obstacle for a Fenstanton URC member determined to raise money for charity. Due to lockdown restrictions, Jean Ding decided to move her stall from the church to outside her home, in Cambridgeshire, and raised £3,200 in the process. Read more.






			National Synod of Wales
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	Claire Boot, Property Officer for the URC National Synod of Wales, was interviewed for BBC Radio Wales' All Things Considered programme, broadcast on 28 March. Claire described simple steps churches can take to help make their buildings and land more eco-friendly. Listen here.












				Mersey
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	The Revd Geoff Felton, the URC Mersey Synod's new Moderator, was interviewed on BBC Radio Merseyside's breakfast show on 
28 March. Geoff spoke about his new role and how much he looks forward to serving the people of Merseyside. 






			Northern
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	Colourful knitted hearts began appearing in St Columba’s church garden in North Shield. The pattern for the hearts was taken from in the URC's 'Walking towards Easter Together' pack. 












				Yorkshire
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	In memory of her mum, Linda Newton, Church Treasurer for Idle URC in Bradford, donated bunches of daffodils to the congregation's women on Mothers’ Day. As the church was unable to meet this year, Linda placed the flowers in its windows instead to bring some cheer to those passing by, attracting positive comments from community members in the process. 





















				Social Justice 



	Reset the Debt campaign highlighted on Premier



	Hannah Brown, the Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT's) Campaigns and Church Engagement Officer, was interviewed on Premier Christian Radio about the need for the Reset the Debt campaign to help those made financially vulnerable by the pandemic. Listen here.



				Climate Sunday
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	This year, churches across the UK are coming together in worship to commit and speak up for climate justice by holding a Climate Sunday service, anytime between now and 5 September. If you haven't decided what Sunday to hold your service on or are not sure what Climate Sunday is all about, watch members of the JPIT explain. 






			JPIT launches new podcast
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	JPIT has launched Politics in the Pulpit a new lectionary-based preaching resource. Each week, a different guest will join the Revd Beth Allison-Glenny, Public Issues Enabler for the Baptist Union of Great Britain, to discuss the political dimensions present in the scriptures and how they connect with the week’s news and our role in the Kingdom of God. Read more.












	New hustings guide for upcoming local elections



	A number of elections are due to be held in England, Scotland and Wales on 6 May. These include local council, police and crime commissioner, mayoral, and Welsh and Scottish parliamentary elections. Many churches are now skilled in running online meetings and like never before would be able to provide an important service to their neighbourhoods by hosting a virtual husting. JPIT has produced a new hustings guide which is designed with online hustings in mind and offers lots of tips and advice to get started. Read the guide here.












				What's On



				Digital skills workshops



	URC Training is offering a free series of eight workshops aimed at building skills, confidence, and capacity in communications. Topics include on video editing, social media, sharing stories and using signs and symbols for more inclusive worship. The series starts on 1 April at 7.30pm. The final webinar in the series takes place on 1 July. For more information, or to sign up, see here. 












				Stepwise webinars



	Find out more about Stepwise, what it is, who it’s for, and how it can help you develop your discipleship and faith journey through a series of webinars. Faith-fuelled Leadership on 13 April is the next webinar in the series followed by Faith-filled Confidence on 27 April. Both
take place at 7pm via Zoom. To register, 
email the team.






			Refresh your ministry



	The Group for Evangelical and Renewal in the URC (GEAR) is holding a gathering for ministers, CRCWs and local church leaders at The Hayes in Swanwick from 23-25 November. Themed ‘Lift up your heads’, the event features worship, Bible study, prayer, ministry and networking. Guest speakers include Steve Uppal, Senior Leader of All Nations Christian Centre in Wolverhampton, Paul Woolley, CEO of the London Institute of Contemporary Christianity, and Phil Knox, the Evangelical Alliance’s Head of Mission to Young Adults. Book here.












				URC Buildings Forum conference



	A conference to help consider strategies for United Reformed churches and church buildings is due to take place via Zoom on 19 April from 3-4.30pm. The conference is intended to be the first in a series that will focus on different aspects of exploring the use of URC buildings and capital assets. Guests include the Revd Dr John Bradbury, URC General Secretary, who will give a keynote address. A representative from the HeartEdge movement, begun by St-Martin-in-the-Fields, will explain ways it can offer support. The event is open to all. Please register your interest by email by 16 April and advise which church you belong to or are representing.



				Church leadership



	The URC’s Church Leadership Programme aims to refresh experienced lay and ordained leaders in authentic leadership. There up to 16 places on the course which threads from September to June every year and combines virtual and residential sessions in central England. The deadline for registrations for 2021-2022 is 30 July. For further information email Philippa Linton, Administrator (Education and Learning). 






			Exploring what works



	'It Just Works' is a new conference launched by Yorkshire Synod on behalf of the five Northerly Synods. It aims to use Appreciative Inquiry to look at how we can blend online and offline church in the future and explore what "just works" in our churches and community. The conference takes place on 10 April from 9.30am to 3.45pm. For more information, email 
Dan Morrell. 





















				Unearth your inner hero



	Youth re-ASSEMBLED by URC Youth focuses on a different theme or topic each month throughout the year. This month, the focus is 
on vocation: unearthing your inner superhero, also to be discussed on Trialogue on 22 April
at 7pm. See what URC Youth have to say 
about the topic on Facebook, and on the Trialogue webpage.






			Children's spirituality



	Take the opportunity to explore ministry and new ways to be with children through gathering with others at Creating Space with Children. The final session in the series takes place on 
27 April 7.30pm to focus on how we step forward with children into a new season of ministry here.












				Gethin Abraham-Williams Memorial Lecture 2021



	Cytûn (Churches together in Wales) Gethin Abraham-Williams Memorial Lecture 2021 takes place on 20 May from 5-6.30pm via Zoom. The free lecture is themed 'The End of the World? Christian apocalyptic and responses to climate change'. The lecture will be delivered bilingually, with simultaneous translation from Welsh to English, and there will be an opportunity to ask questions at the end. For more information or to register, see here.
































	Recruitment



	URC vacancies and beyond



				Joint Public Issues Team Intern
Location: Methodist Church House, near 
Baker Street, London
Term: 12-month fixed-term contract beginning September 2021.
Salary: £22,000 per annum (London 
Living Wage)
Closing date: 14 April






			Northern College Administrator
Location: Luther King House, Manchester
Salary: £24,500-£27,00
Term: Full-time, permanent
Closing date: 7 April

























						World Council of Churches Assembly Stewards
The deadline to apply to become a steward at the World Council of Churches Assembly, in Karlsruhe, Germany, in 2022 has been extended to 30 June.
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