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									Retired minister gains prestigious police award for volunteering
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	Retired United Reformed Church (URC) minister, the Revd Peter Beaman MBE has been awarded the Police and Crime Commissioner’s (PCC) award for his service as a volunteer to Merseyside’s Independent Custody Visiting scheme. Peter has chaired the scheme since its inception in 1984, organising volunteers to visit police custody suites in Merseyside and ensuring that detainees are treated lawfully and with care and dignity by the police while in custody. A minister at Oakvale URC for 33 years and now attending Parkgate and Neston, Peter received the award at a Covid-secure ceremony at Merseyside Police Headquarters in April. 

Peter has pioneered many changes which have improved custody procedures, including the availability of water in all custody suites and replacing wool blankets with safety blankets to prevent detainees from self-harming. He said: "I am humbled to have been given this award but it is obviously in recognition of what has been done by a team of people who visit detainees." Peter received an MBE in the Queen’s birthday honours list in 2008 for his voluntary services to the Merseyside community. The PCC said: "[We] are delighted to honour Peter’s tremendous contribution to Independent Custody Visiting as a Visitor, Advisor and Chair."
Image: Merseyside Police












				Campaign target tops £19k
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	Generous donors have helped the URC beat its initial fundraising target of £5,000 to raise more than £19,000 for Christian Aid. In a video, Nick Georgiadis, Christian Aid's Director for Fundraising and Supporter Engagement, expresses his thanks. Watch the video here.















			New DGS Discipleship



	[image: ]



	The Revd Adrian Bulley, currently Synod Clerk for the URC National Synod of Wales and Convenor of the URC Business Committee, has been appointed the new Deputy General Secretary (Discipleship). Adrian said: “I’m very much looking forward to the challenges and opportunities which this role will brin, having got to know many of the staff in the Discipleship team over the last few months during my secondment as Assistant General Secretary." Read more.












				General Assembly to meet



	The 2021 General Assembly of the URC will be taking place from 9-12 July. Because of Covid, it will again be an online meeting and live streamed on the URC’s website, Facebook page and YouTube channel. All churches, members and friends are being invited on 11 July to join in the act of worship at 11am. The URC website will have the order of service to download from mid-June. All watching and joining in with the worship are also invited to take photos of their participation and to share them on social media so the communications team can create a gallery of images of those taking part and watching the worship.












				New Moderator of Eastern Synod nominated



	[image: ]



	The Revd Lythan Nevard, who currently serves at the Cornerstone ecumenical project in Cranbrook, Exeter, has been nominated to be the next Moderator of the URC's Eastern Synod. Lythan said: “The Holy Spirit has led me on many adventures, and I am both delighted and awed that the next one is as Moderator of Eastern Synod. I'm really looking forward to working with the churches and Ministers of the Synod and finding out how we can grow in discipleship and serve God's kingdom together.” Read more.












				Phishing emails



	The Revd Dr John Bradbury, General Secretary of the URC, has been included in phishing emails from a fake gmail account that look very believable. It now seems that scammers are targeting the wider Church, after a minister and a church secretary recently received emails purportedly from John. If you receive one of these emails, please ignore it and do not reply to it or click any of its links. Please be aware that John's email ends in @urc.org.uk. Anything else should be put into junk folders and/or reported to email and IT providers.






			CWM appoints new General Secretary



	The Council for World Mission has appointed the Revd Dr Jooseop Keum as its next General Secretary. Dr Keum is an ordained minister of the Presbyterian Church of Korea and is currently serving as the Distinguished Professor of World Christianity at the Presbyterian University and Theological Seminary and Director of the Korea Institute for Future Ecumenism. Dr Keum will succeed the Revd Dr Collin Cowan and will assume office on 1 July. Read more.












				Print copy of News Update
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	A downloadable version of this newsletter, formatted for print and for churches to cut and paste into church newsletters, is available a few days after this issue has been published. Download and print your copy here. 







			Myanmar military coup condemned
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	In a statement, members of the URC expressed shock and dismay at recent events taking place in Myanmar, which started with the military coup on 1 February. Read the statement in full here.












				Share your news nationally!
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	Do you have a story or picture you would like to share? The Communications team is seeking stories to feature in local newspapers, the news section of the URC's national website and, social media channels, e-newsletters, and Reform magazine's 'Digest'. Particularly of interest are those things which have a significance to the denomination as a whole. If you would like to share your news, please contact the URC Communications team here. 












				Grant opportunity



	The Skelton Charity has approximately £100,000 in 2021 for grants to be distributed to registered charities in Lancashire, Greater Manchester, and Merseyside (including the unitary authorities of Blackpool, Blackburn, Warrington, and Halton). Grants awarded are usually between £500 and £3,000. Applications must be submitted by 5pm on 28th May 2021. Read more.






			Environment photo challenge



	Help URC Children’s and Youth Work fill its webpages and social media channels with images of God’s world. If you’re not a keen photographer, you could get creative and draw an image or make a model, take a picture of it and submit it to the team by email or directly on Facebook. Please post your photos between 28 May and 18 June. Prizes include RSPB vouchers and books. 













				Hands off God's world 



	[image: ]



	Members of the URC's Children’s and Youth Work team from across the denomination have collaborated to create an online intergenerational worship service. 'God’s World – Hands Off!' will premiere on the team's YouTube channel on 28 May in time for Environment Sunday which takes place on 6 June. Watch the premiere here.






			Armenian Genocide
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	In a letter to US President Joe Biden, published on 21 April, the World Council of Churches urged official recognition of the Armenian Genocide. The Ottoman Empire carried out the massacre from 1915-1923 which resulted in the deaths of 1.5 million Armenians. This year marks the 106th anniversary. On 24 April, 
Mr Biden became the first US President to officially recognise the genocide saying: "We remember the lives of all those who died in the Ottoman-era Armenian genocide and recommit ourselves to preventing such an atrocity from ever again occurring."
Image: Armenian Genocide Memorial. Amir Kh/Unsplash




















				Summer holiday club resources



	URC Children’s and Youth Work team is producing free summer holiday club materials on a heroes and villains theme, URC Youth Assembly's theme for 2021.The resources will invite you to pick up your magnifying glasses, don your detective hats and investigate some cases from the Bible, with new songs and games, drama and snacks and crafts along 
the way. The resources will be available in 
June here.






			Worship resources



	The URC's worship webpages have recently been updated by the URC’s Worship Reference Group. The group is now actively looking to curate resources for seasons later in the year. If you have original, copyright free materials or web links to openly accessible content for Harvest, Season of Creation/Creationtide, please send share these with the group 
by email. 












				HRH Prince Philip



	Following the death of HRH Prince Philip on 9 April, aged 99, the URC expressed its sadness in a statement. A constant support to Her Majesty the Queen since their marriage in 1947, the Prince was one of the nation's best-loved and controversial royal figures. He was interred in the Royal Vault at St George's Chapel, Windsor, on 17 April. 
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	Clubs provide lifeline for youths online
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	Find out how youth clubs in Leatherhead in the URC's Southern Synod, provided a lifeline for youths online during the pandemic and, at the same time, kept them safe from spiders and crocodiles in the process here.



















				Coronavirus: information and resources
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	Get the latest advice, updates and resources on the coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic from the URC here.





















				This month in Reform magazine
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	In May's edition of Reform magazine: the Revd Clare Downing and Peter Pay, Moderators of the URC General Assembly, talk to Reform about the coronavirus pandemic and how it has changed the way Church leaders fulfil their responsibilities, and the way the Church they oversee fulfils its mission. Protest: How far would you go? is this month's good question explored through four answers, and Simeon Mitchell, URC Secretary for Church and Society discusses what it would take for the URC to reach net-zero emissions by 2030. Don't miss out! Subscribe to Reform here.
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	Visit the URC Bookshop's new website to place your orders online. You can also contact the shop by email or by calling 020 7916 8629. 












				[image: ]



	Check out Coronavirus resources in the URC Bookshop for a range of practical resources including signs, banners, badges and floor tape to remind people to stay apart and to wash their hands. You can also download free Coronavirus resources for churches here.
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	URC Logo Stylus Pen - soft stylus pen for use with mobile phones, tablets and other touchscreen devices. Doubles up as a retractable blue writing pen. A perfect gift and resource for your church. Available for 99p +p&p.
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	This is the Church that God built, written by the Revd Dr Peter Stevenson, traces some of Crossway Church’s history in the wider context of urban ministry and the changing social environment of the area. Available for £4.99p +p&p.
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	A range of seed packets for you to either grow and enjoy at home, or use with groups, youth groups, Messy Church, Godly Play, holiday clubs, associations, institutions, gardening clubs or to plant in the church garden. Choose from Sunflowers, Wildflower Mix, Forget Me Nots or Burning Love (aka Maltese-cross, flower of Bristol, Jerusalem cross). Order four or more packets to receive a discount. Each packet comes with basic planting instructions and a verse inspired by Ecclesiastes 11: "Keep planting seeds. You never know what may take root." £1.29 +p&p.
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	Constance - Pioneer, Pastor, Preacher – edited by the Revd Dr Janet Wootton is a celebration of pioneers and of one in particular: the Revd Constance Coltman, but also many wonderful pioneers in our own day, women and men. The book is published by the United Reformed Church (URC) on behalf of the Council for World Mission, the Congregational Federation and the Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women. It is available to buy from the URC Bookshop for £7.99 +p&p. A digital version of the book is available to buy from Issuu.














				Synod news



				National Synod of Wales
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	The Revd Kathryn Price, Minister at St John’s URC in Buckley, is heading a new voluntary group, Buckley Community Fridge. The initiative differs from a food bank in that perishable and non-perishable are available, and it's open to everyone. It works by enabling the free transfer of surplus in-date food from individuals and retailers to the local community and is proving popular with people in need. The Revd Price said: "All communities could do with this kind of community sharing and Buckley is no exception.” Read more.












				Yorkshire



	[image: ]



	During the lockdowns, churches have been distributing little bags of hope around the Huddersfield area to show the love of God. Find out what this entailed here. 









			North Western
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	If you're passionate about God's creation and would like to become an Eco church, then join the North Western Synod's webinar taking place on 8 May at 10.30am-12pm. Please email Daleen.TenCate@nwsynod.org.uk.






















				Social Justice 



				Help end child trafficking
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	International Justice Mission (IJM) is joining forces with Christian rapper Guvna B who will discuss the issue of child trafficking and IJM’s work on BBC’s Radio 4 on 23 May at 7.54am. IJM also explain the problem and its solution through taking a look at their work in Ghana’s fishing industry where they’re working alongside authorities to find and free survivors as well as transforming local justice systems so that every child is protected. Find out how more about this issue and how you can help eliminate child trafficking in 2021 here. 












				Which way will you vote?



	Elections are taking place across the country on 6 May. The Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT) has produced briefings on a range of issues for Christians to consider as they prayerfully consider how they will vote. Find concise guides to adult social care, mental health, asylum seekers, environment, policing, poverty and more here. 






			Climate Sunday



	Climate Sunday is an opportunity for congregations to think about how they can take care of creation and to demonstrate our commitments to leaders in our country and internationally. Choose any Sunday before 
5 September and take advantage of resources available here. You can also read this 
JPIT blog.












	New plan for immigration



				The government’s recently published New Plan for Immigration gives details about a long-promised overhaul of the asylum system. The proposals are described as aiming to increase the fairness of the system and deter illegal entry into the UK. However, many of the measures risk creating more injustices which will increase the trauma and pain experienced by asylum seekers attempting to reach safety in the UK. JPIT has put together a guide to engaging with the government’s consultation on the plan and some of the issues of concern. The guide is available here.





























				What's On



				Constance Coltman book launch
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	Join contributors of Constance – Pioneer, Pastor, Preacher for the book’s official launch on 18 May from 7-8pm (BST/GMT+1). The contributors will be joined by participants from the Constance Coltman centenary conference, members of the Congregational Federation, the URC, the Council for World Mission and pioneers from around the world. The event will include speakers, videos, poetry and worship. Read more.












				Digital skills workshops



	'Inclusive worship using signs and symbols - session one' is the next webinar in a free series offered by URC Training. It takes place on 20 May at 7.30pm with a second session on 17 June. 'Sharing stories more effectively' takes place on 27 May, with a follow up session on 1 July. The series is aimed at building skills, confidence, and capacity in communications. For more information and other topics in the series, read more. 






			Single Friendly Church



	Explore practical ways of including single people in all aspects of church life. Single Friendly Church is holding online workshops that look at five steps to becoming single friendly. The second step, 'Language and Welcome' takes place on 19 May from 11am-12pm. For more information. Book your free place here. 












				Explore spirituality for difficult times



	[image: ]



	URC Spirituality, formerly the URC Retreat Group, is offering 'Streams in the Wilderness' a week of free short sessions exploring spirituality in difficult times. The week runs from 24-28 May and explores where people may find nourishment and spiritual water or food. Each session stands alone but will all have the same overarching theme. Each day will begin at 7.30am with morning prayers, followed by a variety of speakers from the URC and beyond. For more information or to sign up, visit the event page.












				Pentecost service



	The URC and the Evangelische Kirche der Pfalz (Protestant churches of the Palatinate region of Germany) is holding a virtual Pentecost communion service on 23 May at 6.30pm. The service, themed 'Our hopes for the future', will be conducted in both English and German. For more information or to receive joining details, please email Carole Sired.






			URC-Waldensian webinar



	The URC-Waldensian Fellowship is holding a webinar on 5 May from 2.30-4pm, themed 'Mediterranean Hope'. The webinar is in association with the Protestant Churches in Italy and is about their creative response to the migration crisis across the Mediterranean. Please email Carole Sired for joining details.












				Zoom to Zimbabwe



	Commitment for Life, in partnership with Christian Aid, has organised 'Zoom to Zimbabwe' a webinar being held during Christian Aid week on 11 May at 2pm. Join the team for an afternoon of updates, music, and fellowship. Please email Suzanne Pearson for the joining details.





















	Recruitment



	URC vacancies and beyond
















									Together in Penn Fields Project Co-ordinator, Lea Road Community Church
Based: Wolverhampton
Term: Initially a one year contract but extendable for a further two years following a successful one year review.
Salary: £25,000 pa, 37.5 hours per week
Closing date: 7 May






			Project Leader, Disciples in the Community, Congregational Federation
Based: Nottingham
Term: one-year fixed term
Salary: £27,456 pa. Company pension
Closing date: 3 May












				Holland House Retreat Centre, Cropthorne, near Pershore seeks two Trustees to serve for a term of three years from January 2022, to be nominated by the Friends in October 2021. Applications from women or people from diverse cultural backgrounds are particularly welcome. For more information, please email Brenda Morton, Chair of Friends here.
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finding spiritual water in the desert

A free week of short, standalone sessions exploring spirituality in difficult times

Guests include
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Morning Prayer Reuben Watt
12:30pm Mark Argent
Food for Thought Maggie Hindley
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Elizabeth Caswell

Monday 24th-Friday 28th May 2021
More info + sign up: sitw.eventbrite.co.uk
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