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Paper J2 
Nominations committee 
Supplementary report 
Basic Information  
Contact name and  
email address 

The Revd Ray Adams    ray.adams12@btinternet.com 
Mr George Faris             gfaris48@gmail.com 

Action required  

Draft resolution(s) 1) Mission Council notes and approves the changes  
set out in section A of the report. 

2) Mission Council approves the correction to a previous 
decision as detailed in section B of the report. 

3) Mission Council appoints according to the list of 
nominations in section C of the report. 

4) Mission Council resolves to commend to General 
Assembly the reappointments listed in section E. 

Summary of Content 
Subject and aim(s) 1) To clarify various details of the Nominations list. 

2) To appoint members of various committees and posts. 
3) To advise on those General Assembly will be invited to 

appoint or re-appoint. 
4) To commend the recommendations of three review 

groups. 

Main points See detail of report. 

Previous relevant 
documents 

Nominations list in minutes of Mission Council, May 2017. 

Consultation has  
taken place with... 

All synods are represented on the committee. 

Summary of Impact 
Financial None 

External  
(e.g. ecumenical) 

Some of these roles involve ecumenical contact and 
collaboration. 

 

U
n

it
ed

 R
ef

o
rm

ed
 C

h
u

rc
h

  •
  M

is
si

o
n

 C
o

u
n

ci
l,

 M
ar

ch
 2

0
1

8
J2



  
    

Page 3 of 5 
 

Nominations: supplementary report 
A. Amendments to published list of nominations 

Mission Council is asked to note and approve the following additional amendments to the 
Nominations list that was agreed in May 2017.  
 
2.2 Nominations committee 

i. The Revd Brian Jolly is now the North Western Synod member. 
 
3.1 Mission committee 

i. The Revd Branwen Rees is now the National Synod of Wales member. Branwen will 
serve until the end of General Assembly 2022. 

 
3.1.5 Rural strategy group (URC/Methodist) 

i. The Revd Steve Faber is now the Synod Moderator co-chair. Steve will serve until the 
end of General Assembly 2022. 

 
5.8 Investment committee 

i. Mrs Jean Hudson was appointed at the May 2015 meeting of Mission Council and 
should therefore be added to the Nominations List. Jean will serve until 30 June 2019 

 
9.1 Northern College 

i. Mission Council has previously appointed the following to be URC Governors and 
notes their end dates: 
The Revd Raymond Singh serving to 30 June 2019 
Mrs Sheila Davies serving to 30 June 2021. 

ii. Mr Willie Duncan has been serving as URC Governor since 2017. He should 
therefore be added to the Nominations List with an end-date of 30 June 2021. 

iii. The Revd Dr Robert Pope, the Revd David Jenkins, Mr Steve Wood and the Revd 
Brian Jolly are no longer serving as URC Governors and should therefore be 
removed from the Nominations List. 

B. Correction to a previous decision 

The October 2016 meeting of Mission Council appointed Mrs Margaret Brock to serve on the 
Ministries – accreditation sub-committee (minute 16/46). However, Margaret had actually 
been invited to serve on the Ministries – maintenance of ministry sub-committee.  

Mission Council is therefore asked to rescind, on behalf of General Assembly, its decision of 
October 2016 to appoint Mrs Margaret Brock to the Ministries – accreditation sub-committee 
and to appoint her instead to be a Member of the Ministries – maintenance of ministry sub-
committee with immediate effect until 30 June 2021. 

To effect this correction, the Nominations committee proposes Resolution two. 
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C. New appointments 

2.3 Ministerial incapacity and discipline advisory group (MIND) 
 
The Nominations committee supports the request of the Synod Moderators and MIND that 
the membership of MIND should include a Synod Moderator. The Nominations committee 
proposes: 

i. Acting on behalf of General Assembly, Mission Council extends the membership of 
the ministerial incapacity and discipline advisory group to include a Synod Moderator. 

ii. Acting on behalf of General Assembly, Mission Council appoints the Revd Clare 
Downing to serve as the Synod Moderator on the ministerial incapacity and discipline 
advisory group until 30 June 2021. 

 
Acting on behalf of General Assembly, Mission Council makes the following appointments: 
9.1 Northern College 

i. The Revd Mark Bates, Mrs Rosie Buxton and Mr Bill Potter to be URC Governors 
with immediate effect until the end of General Assembly 2022. 
 
Roots for Churches Ltd 
The Revd John Proctor to be the URC trustee with immediate effect until the end of 
General Assembly 2022. 

Note: Roots is a Christian publisher. Mrs Karen Morrison was the previous URC trustee. 

D. Appointments to be made at General Assembly 

The Nominations committee advises that those listed below have accepted invitations to 
serve from the end of this year’s General Assembly, which will be asked to appoint them. 
This is a provisional list – there will be further nominations to consider at General Assembly. 
 

† = extension of term of service 

Ref Committee/Group Name Role From Years 
1.6 Resource sharing task group The Revd Jacky Embrey Synod Moderator 

and Convenor 
Jul 18 4 

2.1 Faith and order committee The Revd Dr Robert Pope Member Jul18 4 
2.1 Faith and order committee The Revd Dr Rosalind Selby Member Jul18 4 

2.2.1 Panel for General Assembly appointments The Revd Alison Hall Member Jul18 5 
2.2.1 Panel for General Assembly appointments Mrs Barbara Ellis Member Jul18 5 
2.2.1 Panel for General Assembly appointments Mrs Helen Lidgett Member Jul18 5 
2.2.1 Panel for General Assembly appointments Revd Hugh Graham Member Jul18 5 
2.2.1 Panel for General Assembly appointments Ms Helen Stenson Member Jul18 5 
2.2.1 Panel for General Assembly appointments Dr Jim Merrilees Member Jul18 5 
2.2.1 Panel for General Assembly appointments The Revd Ruth Whitehead Member Jul18 5 
2.3 MIND (ministerial incapacity and discipline) 

advisory group 
The Revd Chris Copley Secretary Jul18 4 

2.5 Standing panel for the incapacity procedure The Revd Simon Walkling Synod Moderator Jul18 4 
2.5 Standing panel for the incapacity procedure Dr Ewan Harley GP member Jul18 4† 
2.5 Standing panel for the incapacity procedure Mr David Nash Member with 

legal experience 
Jul18 4† 

2.5 Standing panel for the incapacity procedure The Revd Roy Lowes Commission 
Officer 

Jul18 4 

2.6 Pastoral reference and welfare committee The Revd David Grosch-Miller Convenor-Elect Jul18 1 
2.6 Pastoral reference and welfare committee The Revd David Grosch-Miller Convenor Jul19 4 
2.6 Pastoral reference and welfare committee The Revd David Pickering Synod Moderator Jul18 4 

3.1.1 International exchange reference group The Revd Paul Whittle Synod Moderator Jul18 4 
3.1.3 Methodist/URC interfaith reference group The Revd Tracey Lewis Co-Convenor-

Elect 
Jul18 1 

3.1.3 Methodist/URC interfaith reference group The Revd Tracey Lewis Co-Convenor Jul19 6 
4.1 Ministries committee The Revd Nicola Furley Smith Synod Moderator Jul18 4 

4.1.1 MInsitries – accreditation sub-committee Mr Rob Moverley Member Jul18 4 
4.1.2 Ministries – CRCW programme sub-com Ms Ann Honey Member Jul18 4 
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Ref Committee/Group Name Role From Years 
4.1.2 Ministries – CRCW programme sub-com The Revd Peter Meek Synod Moderator Jul18 4 
4.1.3 Ministries – maintenance of ministry sub-com Mr David Black Member Jul18 1† 

4.1.3 Ministries – maintenance of ministry sub-com Mrs Jean Wyber Member Jul18 4 
4.1.3 Ministries – maintenance of ministry sub-com Mr David Gartside Member Jul18 4 
4.1.4 Retired Ministers’ Housing sub-committee The Revd Andrew Mills Synod Moderator Jul18 4 
4.1.5 Assessment Board Mr Dan Morrell Member Jul18 5 
4.1.5 Assessment Board The Revd John Danso Member Jul18 5 
4.2 Education and learning committee Mrs Sandra Ackroyd Member Jul18 4 
4.2 Education and learning committee Ms Adella Pritchard Member Jul18 4 
4.2 Education and learning committee The Revd Martin Truscott Member Jul18 4 
4.3 Children’s and youth work committee Mrs Ruth Roddison Member Jul18 2† 
4.3 Children’s and youth work committee Mrs Alison Tansom Member Jul18 2† 
4.3 Children’s and youth work committee Ms Charmaine Mutare Member Jul18 4 
5.1 Assembly arrangements committee The Revd Adrian Bulley Convenor-Elect Jul18 2 
5.1 Assembly arrangements committee The Revd Adrian Bulley Convenor Jul20 6 
5.2 Communications committee Mr Stan Hazell Member Jul18 4 
5.3 Equalities committee Ms Pam Gold Member Jul18 4 
5.3 Equalities committee Mr Jake Convery Member Jul18 4 
5.4 Finance committee Mr Frank Liddell Member Jul18 4 
5.5 URC Trust Mrs Val Morrison Member Jul18 2 
5.5 URC Trust Ms Catriona Wheeler Member Jul18 4 
5.6 URC Ministers Pensions Trust Mr Richard Nunn Convenor Jul18 4† 
5.6 URC Ministers Pensions Trust Miss Margaret Atkinson Member Jul18 2† 
5.8 Investment committee The Revd Dick Gray Convenor Jul18 4 
5.8 Investment committee Mr David Martin Member Jul18 4 

10.4 Milton Mount Foundation The Revd June Colley Governor Jul18 4 
10.4 Milton Mount Foundation The Revd Carole Elphick Governor Jul18 4 
10.4 Milton Mount Foundation The Revd Derek Lindfield Governor Jul18 4† 

11.12 URC History Society Council The Revd Dr Michael Jagessar Member Jul18 1† 
11.12 URC History Society Council The Revd Dr Kirsty Thorpe Member Jul18 5† 

E. Review Groups 

The November 2017 meeting of Mission Council was advised that three review groups had 
been formed. The groups have now followed due process, completed their work and reported 
to the Nominations committee. The Nominations committee supports the recommendations 
from the groups and asks Mission Council to commend the re-appointment of the three post 
holders to General Assembly as follows: 

Clerk of General Assembly – the Revd Michael Hopkins to serve a final term from the end of 
General Assembly 2020 until the end of General Assembly 2024. 
 
Moderator of the Eastern Synod – the Revd Paul Whittle to continue to serve from the end of 
his current term on 31 August 2020 until 31 August 2023. 
 
Moderator of the National Synod of Wales – the Revd Simon Walkling to continue to serve 
from the end of his current term on 31 August 2019 until 31 August 2024. 
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