Local Recognition

In many churches lay people who do not have Assembly Accreditation lead public worship
and preach to the great benefit of the churches. It is the responsibility of Synods to
determine how these people should be recognised.

Normally such local recognition would be given only after someone had been commended
by their own church, had undertaken some training, but of a less demanding nature than a
fully accredited course, and had conducted one or more assessed services. Often they will
have worked with an experienced accredited or recognised lay preacher or a minister,
sharing with them in leading worship.

This local recognition may not be recognised by other denominations.
All those who lead public worship, whether only in their own church or in other churches as

well, are encouraged to find opportunities to develop their skills and understanding, to
meet with other lay preachers to share ideas and to gain and give mutual support.



