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Minutes of the 

GEMERAL ASSEMBLY 

of the 

UNITED REFORMED CHLRCH 

in 

England and Wal es 

1977 

FIRST SESS ION 

At BIRMINGHAM and idthin the Central Hall, on Monday, the 2nd day of Nay 1977 at 
3 o'clock p.m. 

Public Worship and Celebrat ion of t he Sacrament Members of the General Assemb ly of 
the United Reformed Church, being met together at the time and place duly appointed 
for the celebration of the Sacrament of the Holy Communion , the Assembl y was 
constituted with prayer by the Moderator , the Rt Revd R. J . Hal I who, being assisted 
by the Revds F. J . Ackroyd and D. Jenkins , led the Assembly in the celebration of the 
Sacrament . This act of worship included the commemoration of the fol low ing mini st 
ministers and missionaries of the United Reformed Church who had died since the 
Assembly last met: 

MINISTERS WHO HAVE DIED SINCE MAY 1976 

Brian St an ley BILTON 
Harry BUNCE 
Edward GALLAND 
\'Ii 11 iam Scott CAMPBELL 
Roydon 01 iver CLACK 
Ph i I i p DAV I DSON 
James Albert DEAN 
Francis Char les DORKEN 
Thomas DlJllCAN 
Alec Char les EASTMAN 
Frederick Oswald EVANS 
Dona ld Herbe rt FISHER 
Frederick FLEM ING 
John FLETCHER 
Arthur Humphries FOWLER 
Stanley Barker GREEN 
Henry Norman HANSTOCK 
Dona I d HORDER 
Fred HORROX 
James HQ\•/ LES 
Albert HUTCHINSON 
James JACKSON 
Herbert CUNL IFFE-JONES 
~Ii I I i am James JONES 
Thomas Strang KEE 
Alan Gordon KNOTT 
Victor \'Ii 11 iam LOGAN 

Frank Andrew 
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Ma be I Li I i an MA IN 
Walter Daniel MASON 
Nathaniel MICKLEM 
Frederick Charles MILNE 
Frederick Ritchie MITCHELL 
Valdemar Boyhuis MOLGAARD 
George Hi I I MORGAN 
James Eskdale NELSON 
Donald Kennett OLDRING 
Wi 11 iam El I is PEARSON 
Brain Manning PRATT 
James lorwerth PR ICE 
David Ivor REES 
\'/ i I I I am Gordon ROBINSON 
Dennis Leslie ROGERS 
Wi 11 iam SHORT 
Freder ick Wa I ter SM ITH 
Wi 11 iam SOUTH 
Wi I I iam James STEEDMAN 
John Johnston STRACHAN- HUGHES 
Robert J . T. STRONGE 
Ernest THORBURN 
James Moody TODD 
Albert David TR INDER 
Frank Horatio TRI PP 
\~ i I I i am George ~/EST 
Roy Drunvnond WHITEHORN 

\'I I LLMOT 



MISSIONARIES WHO HAVE DI ED SINCE MAY 1976 

Frances GILBERT 
He I en HAW KR I DGE 
Kate Hi I da Lou i se HUTLEY 
J ane LOUGHTON 

Dorothy SH I LSTON 
Vera SI LCOCKS 
Thomas Theodore THOMSON 

The session was then suspended and resumed at 6 p.m. 

Induction of Moderator The resumed session was opened by the Rt Revd R.J . Hal I and 
on his mot ion the Revd J . E. Young, MA . ,BD., Moderator- Elect, was cal led to the Chair 
and inducted as Moderator of the General Assembly of the United Reformed Church . 

The Moderator addressed the Assembly. 

Roll of Assembly The Roi I of Assembly made up in accordance with the Rules of 
Procedure was laid on the table. 

ROLL OF ASSEMBLY 
Modera t or : The Right Revd J . E. Young , M.A. ,B. D., 
Cl er k: The Revd A.L .Macarthur,M. A. ,M. Litt . 
Assistant Clerk : Mr R.A. Her itage 
Moderator- elect (1977-78): Revd Dr L. Newbigin 

Prov incial Moderators : I 
11 

111 
IV 
v 

VI 
VI I 

VI 11 
IX 
x 

XI 
XI I 

Revd J.Howard Wi I I lams 
Revd D.G. Stewart 
Revd J . W. P. Wi I I iamson 
Revd . A.J .G.Walker 
Revd J . White 
Revd R. W.Hugh Jones 
Revd R.E.Taylor 
Revd C.A.Haig 
Revd P. S. Chesney 
Revd R. J . Ha I I 
Revd C. C. Franks 
Revd W.J . Samuel 

Department Chai rmen : Church Life : Revd Dr K. Slack 
Church & Society : Revd J. Johansen- Berg 
World Ch urch & Mission : 
Finance & Administration: Mr L. R. Palmer 

Chairmen of Standing Committees: 
Applications: Revd H.M. Springbett 
Business : Revd H. S.Ross 
Nominations : Revd A. J . G. \~a Iker 

Church Life: 
Minis t erial Tra i ning : Revd Dr L.Newbig in 
Supplementary Ministries : Revd J . W.P.Wi I I iamson 
Doctrine & Worship: Revd Dr J.Huxtable 
Christian Education : Revd C.C. Franks 
Youth Work: Revd J .E. Mather 
Children's Work: Revd D. H. Hi I ton 

World Church & Mission: 
At Home : Revd Prof M.H.Cressey Abroad : Mr . J. E.M.Gi lbey 
other Faiths : Revd Principal A.G. Macleod 

Church & Society : Revd J.Johansen- Berg 
Additional Representatives: 

Finance & Administration : 
Treasurership: Mr J . E.Hooper: Maintenance of the Ministry: Revd J . White: Welfare 
& Emergencies: Revd D.A . Smith: Unified Appeal : Mr G.Vaughan Dav ies 
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fuvelopment in New Areas & Care of Existing Church Buildings : Revd R.G. Walker : 
Publications & Publicity : Revd R.T. Brooks : 
Deploymen t: Revd P. McCal I: 

Synod Clerks : 
I Revd A.R.Ritchie ; 11 Revd A.G. Burnham; 111 Revd R.G. Wal ker; IV Revd R. H.McMurray 
Adam; V Mr B. Stonehouse; VI Mr R.A. Heritage ; VI I Mr Martin J . Bal lard ; VI I I Revd C. 
H.Grant ; IX Revd M. B.Sto lton; X Revd D.L. Sk idmore; XI Revd J . H.Taylor; XI I Revd 
Windsor Hicks . 

Synod Treasurers: 
I Mr J .C. Storer; 11 Mr G. Butterworth; 111 Mr M. B. S. Emlyn; IV Mr B.C.Stead ; V Mr F. 
Cooper Watson; VI Mr H.E.Greening ; VI I Mr P.A.\'lade; VI 11 Mr P. W. Hambl in; IX Mr J. E. 
Richardson ; X Mr R. S.Marti n; XI Mr A. S.Chapman ; XI I Mr T.M. H. Hawkins . 

Theological College Representatives: 
Mansfield College, Oxford : Revd Charles Brock; Congregational College, Manchester: 
Revd Pri ncipal Dr Edgar Jones ; New College, London: Revd L.A.Stringer; Cheshunt 
College, Cambridge : Dr St ephen H M9yor ; Westminster College, Cambridge: Prof R. 
Buick Knox : Memorial College, Swansea: Dr W.T.Pennar Davies; Bala - Bangor College 
Bangor, Wales : Dr R. Tudor Jones . 

Secretary of Council for World Mission: 
Revd B. G. Thorogood 

Senior Chaplain to H.M. Forces stationed i n Britain: 
Revd L. K. Darbyshire , R. A. F. 

Mi ssionari es on Furlough: 
Miss E Maxfield ; Revd A. Seager; Mrs Seager; Miss J . Degenhardt . 

Past Presidents, Chairmen and Moderators: 
Revd Dr . S. Maurice Watts; Revd Dr.H. F. Love I I Cocks; Revd Dr . Norman Gooda l I; Revd 
Elsie Chamberlain ; Revd Dr H. Cun I iffe-Jones; Mr B. J . Hartwel I; Revd H. A. Hami I ton; 
Revd Dr J . Huxtab le; Revd Dr John Marsh; Revd M. O.Janes; Revd C.A.Haig; Revd R. W. 
Hugh Jones; Revd Dr E.R.Rout ley ; Revd Princ ipal Dr C. S.Duthie; Revd C. J .Buckingham; 
Sir Harold Banwel I; Mrs Gwen Hal I; Revd Andrev1 Prentice; Revd R.E.Fenn ; Revd K. D. 
Keay ; Revd G.T. Bel lhouse; Revd F.P.Copland Simmons; Revd Prof J. E. Fenn ; Revd Andrew 
B. Jamieson ; Revd I . R. N. Mi Iler; Revd P. McCa l I ; Revd F.D. McConne l I; Revd Prof F.G. 
Healey; Revd H. Burns Jamieson; Revd Principal A.G.Macleod ; Revd A.S .Cooper; Revd . 
Norman Birnie; Revd A. L.Macarthur; Revd Dr Kenneth Slack; Revd Dr G.B.Cai rd; Revd 
R. J . Ha 11 . 

Youth Representatives : 
Miss Susan Stevenson , Mrs Susan Acty . 

District Council Representatives: 

Province I: 

A: The Revds A.R .Forsyth; L. Sherratt; D.V. Clarke; O.A. Brovm; D.Thomas-J ones ; Mrs 
E.B.Straughan, Mrs L. Lamb; Messrs E. Farquhar, J .P.Warwic k, W. Nisbet . 

B: The Revds T. E.Grant , F. J . Nelson, R. W. Lawson , M.G. Hanson , E. F.Cattermole , A. S. 
Dun s t one, D. J . Henry , D. R.Hannen ; Mr R. B. \'la I I ace , Miss J . Tomk ins , Miss J . L. Lewis 
Dr P Forrest , Messrs P Grainger , E. R.EI I iott, Miss J . Hawt horne, Mr D.Pickering. 

C: The Revds J .K. Buft on, R. L.Gordon , A. Summers ; Mr Foster Raine, Mrs S.M.Mcleod , 
Miss M. Minniss . 

O: The Revds G.McCleave , G.Bowerman, R. Bance; Miss L. Blythin , Miss C. Duff , Mr A. V. 
Shingles , Mrs A.V . Shingles, Mr T. Cooper. 

E: The Revds H. W.J. Powel I , J. Ed·•ards; Mr J . Da lgl e ish , \'I. Marshal I ; Revd C.M. McKee . 

Province II: 

A: The Revds F.W.Bakewel I, $. Barratt, W.R.Chapman; Miss O.M.Calvert , Messrs R. 
Parker, N. Shepherd . 

B: The Revds R. W.Carruthers , G. Eatock , A. D.Li vesley , D. Mason; Miss K. Drew; Mr A. 
Upfold, Mr H.C. Dawkins . 
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C: The Revds (Miss) M. I . \·/yatt; D.J . Netherwood; G. Carling ; S.A.Madin ; Mess r s A. 8 . 
Cope, A.F. CI impson . 

D: The Revds O. D. Robertson , I .H. Wa l lace , O.Nevard, G. K. Toi ley; Messrs O. Bradbury, 
G. Hodgson , Mrs . G. Bew ley- O'Ne i l . 

E: The Revds A.F. T.Evans , P.Roche , R.A.C.West , O.W ilkinson , J .T.Yates ; Mrs A. 
Co 11 i nge; Messrs J . Co I I i nge, W .Caffrey; Mrs P. Wi I k i nson . 

F: The Revds H. Baker, Margaret Knee, S.S ivyour , J .R. Sparkes; Miss P.F.Parrish . Dr 
C.T. Calam, Messrs J.A .Adams , T.Partington, Mrs M. Goodal I , Mr O.Gooda l I . 

G: The Revds W. N. Leak, P.D. Scot land , G.M. Taylor , Miss A.A.Symons , Mr .G. S.Gibb , 
Mr .A.Norval . 

Province III: 

A: The Revds M. R. Jackson, B.Eyles , J. I . Evans , E.Mayer, H. L.Swindel Is; Messrs A. J. 
Bryan , A. Sm ith, A.Cooper, E. Jackson; Miss M.E .P.Scott . 

8: The Revds W. K.Gatherco le , S. H.Marsh , vl . E.Peters , Wendy Williams , l .R. M. Latto, 
Messrs . E.A. Hughan , E. West\'lel I; Mrs M.B.S. Em lyn , Mrs M. Myers , Miss J . East\'lood. 

C: The Revds A. Ba i ley , Dr . Vl.J.Houston, P.R. M.Sm ith, P. W. Beaman; Mess rs Bridson, 
J.Fel lol'leS, D. Snol'ldon ; Mrs M.Lev itt . 

D: The Revds N. W. Ba inbridge, D.C.M.Ga rdner, T.E.Girl ing , H.A.Starr ; Messrs . F. 
Co l I ins, R.Davies , J . R. Phi Ip , Miss H.Moyes . 

Province IV: 

A: The Revds A.G. Burroughs, R.A. Burton , P. Griffiths , A. Wei Is; Messrs F. Gemmel I, 
J .Macfarlane , P. Martin , \~ . Norman . 

B: The Revds L. G.Anderson , B.\'l.Saunders , O. F. Wi I kins , D. Wi Ison , S.G.Woodget; Mrs. 
B. Arno ld , Or J . C.G. Bintield , Miss M. B. Loynes, Messrs . D.Thacker , W. Newton. 

C: The Revds C. Pr ice, C. Ri chards , G. Rodham, R. Way; Mr P.Craske, Miss B. Lockwood, 
Dr K .\~aters , Mr .R.Wigglesworth. 

D: The Revds D. Parkinson , S. Tom l inson, D.Mll ler , J .Oean; Messr s A.Robinson , C. 
Myers , Mrs E. \•/i 11 iams, Mrs .E. Stephenson . 

E: The Revds J.R. Parker, O.W.Turner , M.J.vlear; Miss G. Heald , Mr E. Harrison . 
F: The Revds I . Mcleod , H. Neems, J . Ramme l I , W.J .Taylor ; Messrs A. Kinder, D.Cryer; 

Mrs P. Evans . 

Province V: 

A: The Revds B. M. Alder son , D. H.Cummins , J.Huntington , J. R.W.Paul I, J.D. Wal ler, W. S 
\'lhea le , Miss H.M . Ac kroyd,Mr. R.Lyon, Mr . S.Yates, Mrs.P .Holmes , Messrs ;·/.Brown lee 
Mr. E. Gudgeon. 

8 : The Revds G. Baker, F. L.Hil I , Barry Jones, Mr G.H.Bi r kenhead , Mrs A. M. Brown 
Mr. W. C. Jones . 

C: The Revds O. Tunbrldge, R. Taylor, J.F. Slow , B. Bridge; Mrs V. Stonehouse, Mr E. 
Le igh, Mr .R.Jones, Mr . S.Jeffries . 

D: The Revds G.Evans, G.Hooper , C. Husk , A.Lee , K. Lee; Mr s K. Lee , Mr E.Adams, Mrs 
D. Adams , Mi ss J Ramsey , Mrs D.G.Webb . 

P:rnvince VI : 

A: The Revds M. J .Husselbee, W.J.Jones, J.A. Parry , G.Preston , B. J.Townsend, \'l. D. 
Wi 11 iams ; Mr S. A.Cooper, Miss B Blackmon, Mrs C.Clay, Mrs . R. Poulter , Mr S. 
Wi I I lams , Mrs N.Hupton . 

8: The Revds E. Appleby , E.Thomas; Mr O.Gritfiths , Mrs O.Thomas, Mrs Forster. 
C: The Revds D. E. Marsden, T.Wigley, R.F. C. Snuggs ; Mr L.E. Gregory, Miss K. Young . 
0: The Revds G.Jenkins , P.Tee , P.King; Mr R.Hardle , Mrs J . Ba rclay, Mrs L. King . 
E: The Revds H. 0. Beeby J .W. R.Crawford , J .Harr ington , K.W i lkinson, S. Wi lton; 

Messrs B.Flynn , W.Hands , H. Lusk, W.SilMlOnds , Mrs W . S i~nds . 

F: The Revds vi. R. Batt , C. R. Brute rd, A. B.Ho I royd, J. F. Mackri e 11, B.O ' Ne i I I, Mr C. H. 
Llewellyn , Mr J . McEwen , Mr A.Redhead. 

Province VII: 
A: The Revds K. Smart , D. Sparks , J .S impson , L. J . Ba l lard ; Mr . S. R.Harris, Mrs S.R. 

Ha rris , Mr G.R. Jeffery , Mi s s M. r.brl ing . 
8 : The Revds R. L. Eve leigh , N.A.Hal I , G. D. Ha l las , C.G.Pearce, P. E. Wadey ; Mr D. 

Bi I lcl ift, Mr . J . Bu rgess , Mr .W. S.S.Cox . 
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C: The Revds Eil een Seymour , J . S.Vi rden , R.Rooke , L.Clarke , F. Jones ; Miss E. 
Gooding , Miss C.Middleton , Mrs L. Scar d, Miss G.Choppi ng, Mr .A. Loveridge. 

D: The Revds M. Spencer, J . Hussey , A.Young ; Mrs M. Evans , Mr .C.Raggett , Mr \•l.E .Royle 
E: The Revds J .T.Phi I I ips , N. B. McConnel l , J .K.Ant robus , B.T. Sturtr idge , S. R. N. 

Smith ; Messrs D.F .Horton, L.F.Ga l lop , D. J . Evans , Mrs M.Green , Miss O.Tunbridge . 

Provi nce VIII: 
A: The Revds T. J .Lander , R. Irving , M. Diffey, K. F.D. Trunks ; Miss K.Aust in , Mr W. 

Camp be I I. 
B: The Revds D. S.Noe l , H. M.Pul I in, R. S.Richar ds; Mr s E. Bra in, Mrs D. Parham, Mr E.J 

Phi 11 i ps . 
C: The Revds K. Be l I, R. Stokes , J. D.P icker Ing , R. Mou Id; Miss J . Newel I , Mr s Gra 11 , 

Mrs R. D.Humph rey, Mr R.Gibl ing . 
D: The Revds N. E. Jones, S.At ki ns , B. Ki rk; Mr C. Bacon , Miss I. Reeves , Mr \-1. F. Hunt, 

Mr s B.~/are . 

E: The Revds C. J .Baker, S.M.Beare, P. E.Gee , D. B.Richards; Miss M. Summerhayes , Mr 
H.P.Packer, Mr H.C. Sm ith , Mrs J . Johns . 

F: The Revds R.C.Lambou rne, R.G. Diffey, A. H.W. Lamb, F.J. Pope, W. S. Mi nn is, R.G. 
Ascot t ; Mrs P. Hambl in , Mr F. S. Ea rp, Mr l . G . Smit~ , Mr . E.J . Wi I I iamson , Mr P. J . 
Bush . 

Province IX : 

A: The Revds L.Jameson , B.A .Warren, W. F.H. Thorpe , H. D. Gr eenwood , R.O. Ba lmer , A.C. 
Me l lor, \~ . D i ck i nson ; Mr P.Weston , Miss A.West, Mr D. M.Haig , Mr R. E.Harding ,Mr 
G.Turber vi I le , Mr . H.J .Ogden , Miss K. Ha rding . 

B: The Revds A. G.Jones , A.E. Thomasson , G.H. Long , D. LQngford ; Mrs M. Owens , Mr H.G. 
Wootton, Mi ss M. Bodey, Dr D. R. Page. 

C: The Revds K. M.Chegw in, J .H. Dimmer, A.W. Duncan, G.A.F. J . Story; Mr R.A. Lockhart , 
Mr D. M.Rodger, Mrs I . K.F lory , Mr ~/.E.Duffin . 

D: The Revds R. D.C.Cole , W.G.Hughes- Edwards , \'l .C.McCrorie, A. J . Spr ing ; Mr H. J . Eat­
wel I, Mr \'l. F. Elsey, Mr . Rhys Evans , Mr E.Fynn . 

E: The Revds R. J .EI I is , P.Gr imshaw, (Mrs) C.O.M.Payne, A.Porter , A.O. Tuc ker , Mr R. 
Ewart , Mr C.R. Honey, Mr K. J . North , Dr D. I .Scargi 11 , Mr R. J . Wiggins . 

Province X : 

A: The Revds C. K. Meachin , V. D. La under , W. M. 1-'ahood , W. E.C. Sewe l I , A.M. Anderson ; 
Mis s E.Brown , Mr H. Newe l l, Mr A.T. George, Mrs J. M.\·/ilson , Mr T. J .Meachin . 

B: The Revds J . J . Macro , K. Southern , A.Frost; Miss D. Biggs , Mrs B. Ma r riage , Mrs G. 
Skinner . 

C: The Revds R.A. H. Bocki ng , D. E.Ferguson, W.Gwynn- Jones , E . 1~ . Todd ; Mr L. Ma r t in; 
Mrs A.Go ld ie , Mrs P.Sa les , Miss J . Johnston . 

D: The Revds R. Booth , S.G. Smith , R.Tomes , K.Graham, H.A.Jacquet , G.Bel lamy , Miss L. 
Beckwith , Mr . T. A.H. Bacon , Mr F. J . Bates , C.R. Lowden , Mrs .M. Redhouse , Mr L. E. 
Ki 11 ick. 

E: The Revds C. W. Luc ra f t , P.R.Goodch i ld , D.A.Newton; Mr D. McKean , Mr L.T. E. 
Wi Ison, Mr s H. Newton . 

F : The Revds F. Ackroyd, R. May , (Mrs) F.Frost-Mee, E. Smart , Miss J . Sad ler , Mr D. 
Matan I e . 

Province XI : 
A: The Revds H. Skeys , (Mrs ) O.Symes, R.Currie, B.Char t , G.Roper, H.Maclagan; Mrs 

R.Goodfe l low , Mr J .Cowley , Mr .G. Everitt , Mr B.Sanders , Mr E.A. Jones , Mr F.A.W. 
Lodde . 

B: The Revds J . I . Evans , A. J.W .Groom, J . Ha l I, (Mrs) K.Hendry , N. Shepherd ; Mr A. Bel I 
Mr W.H.Mcleod , Mrs L.Swif t , Mrs E. Thompson, Mr D.H.Ward . 

C: The Revds D. Baker, T.Co lvin , A. Bound , A.Butler , C. Kenworthy , Mr H. Wi Jes , Mrs 
W.Goody , Mr G. Jves , Mr \~ . Thomson , Mrs B. Fletcher, Mr J .Ranford , Mr .P.Woods . 

D: The Revds. W.A. Kerr, R.A. MacNab , P. Mc lntosh , S.G. Sext on; Miss G. Burt , Mr R.Gi l I 
Mr I .Ring, Mr A. E. Shephe rd , Mr A. Kenworthy . 

E: The Revds I. D.A. Howe l Is , G. J . Thompson, W. J . Wyatt; Mr . R. Bradshaw, Mr . P. Kent i sh . 
F: The Revds \-1. L. Auld , F. E. Moore , S.Bidmead , K.T. \·/alters ; Miss V.Collins, Mrs M. 

Dickerson , Mr R.Bending . 
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G: The Revds G. F.Barrow, C.Char lton, G.Ford , (Mrs) M.R. Forrester; Mrs J.Armour, 
Mr C.D. Brann , Mr.E .G. Lovett , Miss E. M. Davis . 

Province XII : 
A: The Revds W.Manse l Davies , D.T. Franc is, D. E. James, J . M. lloyd; Messrs H. E. Bel I is 

A.Garman, W. Wood, N.Baker . 
B: The Revds T . G . O .T~omas , E.Thomas, L.Evans, C. Smith- Draper; Mrs l . Waring , Mr P. 

Jones , Mrs I . Bevan . 
C: The Revds A. D.Tr inder , Dor is Leyshon , M. D.Page, E.W.Parry, J . Selwyn-Roberts , 

W.J. D. Ba le; Miss M. Jones , Mr R. Kendr ick, Mr K.Thomas , Mr J .J. Batico, Mr N. 
Shepherd , Mrs J . J ones . 

D: The Revds J . H. Latham, T. H. Owen , G. R.Owen , H. J . Lewis , J.C.Evans; Mr T. Jackson; 
Mrs M.Rowlands , Mr .H.Morris . 

At the invitation of the Moderator , the Lord Bishop ot Birmingham addressed t he 
Assembly and expressed the welcome of the Diocese, before leaving tor another urgent 
appointment . 

Loyal Address The Revd R.J . Hal I moved the adoption ot a ·Loyal Address to the Th rone 
which wa s received by a standing vote: 

To the Queen ' s Most Excel lent Majesty 

We, the members ot the General Assembly ot the United Reformed Church in 
Eng lond and Wales , meeting in the Centra l Hal I in the City of Birmingham, 
send greeti ngs to Your Majesty during this Si Iver Jubi l,ee Year of You r 
Majesty ' s accession to the t hrone . 

We give thanks to God tor the personal happ iness , the pub I ic service and 
the Christian witness shown by Your Majesty , by His Royal Highness the Duke 
of Edinburgh , and by the members of You r Majesty's tami ly. In the many changes, 
dangers and opportunities within the po I it i ca I and. I nternat i ona I scene, we 
are ever grat eful for the commitment to duty and the stabil lty which you 
represent . 

We are mindfu l ot t he heavy programme ot visits within these Islands 
and throughout the Commonwealth which Your Majesty is undertak i ng , and we 
assure you that prayers wi I I regularly be ottered within our churches for 
your continuing health and safety, and we express the hope that this wi I I be 
for Your Majesty and the members of Your family a year ot persona l tu I ti lment 
and enjoyment . 

We are, 

Your faithful and loyal subjects , 

JOHN E.YOUNG, Moderator 

ARTHUR L. MACARTHUR, Clerk 

The Assembly was honoured by the presence of distinguished guests who were received 
by t he Moderator : 

The Lord Mayor ot Birmingham, Counci I lor Harold Powe l I 
The Roman Cathol le Archbi shop of Birmingham, His Grace Dr George Patrick Dwyer 
The Revd C. Hughes Smith,M. A., Free Church Chairman ot t he Birmingham Council 
of Chu rches . 

The Archbishop and the Free Church Chairman addressed the Assembly . 

Reception of Newly Ordained Minister s and Newly Appoi nted Missionari es 
The to I I owing ministers ordained to the MI n i stry s i nee the Assemb I y ot 1976 ~1ere 
int roduced by t heir Provincial Moderators and receiv~d by the Moderat or ot the 
Assembly: 
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Ian Alexander 
Stuart Andrew Bidmead 
James Douglas Fa rquhar 
Alan Finch 
Paul Floe 
Thomas Graeme Longmuir 
Shel la Fletcher Massey 

MIN I STERS 
Brian O' Nel 11 
Paul WI 11 iam Pel Is 
John Trevor Phi I I ips 
Peter Roche 
Adr I enne Savage 
Ei leen Dorothy Seymour 
Graham John Spicer 

Jean Fisher , Ian Knowles and Margaret McCulloch were introduced by the Revd B. 
Anderson and were received by the Moderator as missionaries of the United Reformed 
Church . 

In the name of the Assembly the Moderator addressed the new min isters and mission­
aries and commended them to God for the wor k t hey had undertaken . 

Corresponding Members The Assembly rece ived corresponding members from the Ch urch 
of Scotland , the.Presbyterian Church in Ireland , the Congregationa l Un ion of 
Scot land , the Presbyterian Church of Wales and the Un ion of We lsh Independents, 
who were wel comed by the Moderator and their names added to the Roi I , as fol lows: 

From the Church of Scotland 
The Rt Revd Prof Thomas F.Torrance, MBE ., D. Litt ., 00. (Moderator) 
The Revd Ian Torrance , MA., BD. , 
The Revd J .G.Grant , MA . , 80. , 
Mr Doug las Grant 

From the Presbyterian Church in Ireland 
The Rt Revd A.J.Weir,M. Sc . , DD . (Moderator) 
The Revd W.D. Weir , BA ., BO . , 
The Revd l . F. Smith , BA . 
Mr J. Cromie 

From the Congregational Union of Scotland 
Mr John B. Fu lton (Pres ident-Elect) 

From t h e Presbyterian Church of Wales 
The Revd J . Eric Evans, MA. , 
The Revd J . L. Pay, BA . 

From the Union of Welsh Independents 
The Revd J . D.W. Richards 

The Assemb ly was addressed i n the name of al I the corresponding members and on 
behalf of their Churches by the Rt Revd Professor T.F. Torrance, DD. , Moderator 
of the Church of Scotland . 

Mini ster ia l Jubilees The attention of the Assemb ly was drawn to the names of those 
ministers the J ubilee or Diamond Jubilee of whose ord i nation fal Is within 1977 . 

60 years 

Harry T. ANGLIN 
Haro Id Bl CKLEY 
Harry F. LOVELL COCKS 
David Conley EADES 
Frank L. JENNINGS 
Harry A. POPE 

50 years 

Margaret FULLERTON 
Wi I I iam HURLSTONE 
Maxwel I 0 . JANES 
Walter C. LAZENBY 
John R. PALMER 
Andrew PRENTICE 

Eric C. L. SHAVE 
Wi 11 iam SPECK 
Wi Ii iam C. STACEY 
Francis B. STRUTHERS 
Leonard A. WIDE 

At the invitation of the Assembly the Moderator undertook to send them the greet­
ings and congratulations of the Church . 
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Thanks t o the Retiri ng Moderato r On the motion of the Revd Jeffrey Yates the 
Assemb ly reso lved to record it s thanks to the Revd R. J . Ha l I for t he service he had 
rendered to the United Reformed Ch urch as Moderator . He handed to Mrs Hal I a token 
of the Assembly's recogni t ion of the oart s he had played throughout the year. This 
express ion of thanks was rece ived with acclamation as was Mr. Hal I ' s reply. 

The Assembly then adj ourned to meet again in t he same place at 9 . 45 am for ord inary 
business and the session was closed with the s ing ing of a hymn and t he Benediction . 

TUESDAY , 3rd MAY, 1977 

SECOND SESS ION 

The General Ass.embly again convened and was led in wor ship by the Revd David Jen kins, 
Moderat or's Chapla in . 

Order of Busi ness The Chairman , the Revd H. Stanley Ross , presented the report of 
t he Business Committee, setting out its recommendat ions as to the order of business . 

On his motion the proposed Order was approved . 

The Revd Boris Anderson , on behalf of the World Church and Mission Department , 
introduced representatives of Overseas Churches , namely 

The Revd Theodor Herzer Pa latinate Ch~rch 
The Revd Gerhard Kos lowsky Evange l ical Church of the Union , Berl in 
The Revd F. Kaan World Al I iance of Reformed Churches 
The Revd Ernest Dawe Pa latinate Church 
Dr M. Abel Madras Chr i stian College 
The Revd G. McKenz ie United Church of Jama ica & Grand Cayman 
The Revd Maart en Den Dulk Netherlands Reformed Church 

They vie re r eceived by the Moderator on beha If of a I I the representatives , the Revd 
Theodor Herzer expressed the greetings of the Overseas Churches 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

The report of the Executive Committee was submitted by the Revd R. J . Hal I who paid 
tribute to t he servi ce of two retir ing Prov inc ial ~oderators, the Revd C. A. Haig and 
the Revd VI. J . Samue I, to the memory o f severa I ex-Moderators and Pres idents who had 
died du r ing the year and to the specia l service of the late Sir Sydney Caffyn and 
Mr Kenneth Thorndyke . 

On his motion the Report •ias r ece ived and t he fo I I owing re so I ut ions were agreed: 

1. The Assembly appo in ts t he Revd Michael Fortescue Hubbard as Moderat or of the 
South West Provi nce for a period of seven years from September l st 1977. 

2. The Assembly r e- appoint s the Revd Ronald Ernes t Tayl or as Moderator of the 
Eastern Provi nce for a period of one year from September 1977 . 

3. The Assembly appoi nts the Revd Dr John Ivor Morgans as Moderator of the 
Province of Wa l es for a per iod of seven years from September lst 1977 . 

4. The Ass embly than ks t he Revd W.J . Samuel and t he Revd C.A. Hai g for the i r 
service t n the Church as Moderators of t he We l sh and South-West Provi nces 
respectively . 

The Revds C.A .Haig and W.J . Samue l were received by the Moderator and each addressed 
the Assemb ly . 
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5. The Assembly , noting that the following proposed revisions of the Basis of Union 
have been considered by Synods and Districts and approved by the Assembly of 1976 
resolves that the Basis be now revised as follows: 

l. Add the following new paragraph to Functions of the District Councils 
at p.24 of the Manual: 
9(3) (xix) to make recommendat ions to the Synod for appointment t o service 
on District Counci l of 
(i) URC ministers/laymen serving as 

(a) Full - time Chaplains to Universities, Col l eges, Hospita l s, 
Factories, where their work is seen to be an extension of 
the ministry of the Distri ct concerned; 

(b) Secretaries and other full - time officials of ecumenical bodies with 
which the URC is in relationship. 

(ii) URC ministers giving significant oversight to loca l churches, under the 
general direction of the Counci l concerned. 

(iii) Ministers of other Churches appointed to serve on behalf of the URC 
in charge of a UR Church or in an ecumenical group including URC 
interests. 

(iv) Ministers not in pastoral charge who pe;-form duties within the District 
in respect of which t he Council has some direct responsibi lity. 

2. Add the following new paragraph to the Functions of Synods at the bottom of 
page 26 of the Ma nual: 
9( 4) (xvii) To appoint at i ts discretion additional members to serve on 
District Counci l s in accordance with recommendations made by such Council s 
under t he provisions of paragraph 9(3) (xi x) above. 

Th Is and t he to I I ow Ing r eso I ut I on recei ved the required two- t hi rds vote . 

6. The Assembly noting that proposals to increase the local church representation 
on Districts and Synod by changing paragraphs 9(3)c and 9(4)c in the Basis of 
Union to read as follows: 

1-200 members 
201-400 members 
401-600 members 
601 -800 members 
over 800 members 

have been discussed in Districts and 
by the Assembly of 1978 to amend the 

l representative 
2 representatives 
3 representatives 
4 representatives 
5 representatives 

Synods, resolves subject to confirmation 
Basis of Union accordingly. 

On the motion of the Revd R. J . Hal I, seconded by the Revd A. L. Macar thur , a f ur ther 
reo l ution was then moved and adopted by the Assemb l y . 

7. The Assembly takes note of proposals emanating from an ecumenical group called 
together by the Archbishop of Cant erbury concerning a national i nitiative in 
Evangel ism and encourages the Execut i ve Committee to consi der t hese proposals and t o 
make such pos i t i ve response as it deems appropriate. 

Na-1INATIONS Cot1'\ITTEE 

The fi rst report of the Nominat i ons Committee was presented by the Revd A. J .Wal ker . 

Mr Walker r ef erred to the servi ce rendered in past years by Mr T . S. Byatt as 
Chairman of Tellers . Mrs P . Evans was appo i nted Chai rman f or this Assemb l y . On the 
motion of Mr Wal ker , Tellers for the election of t he Moderator for 1978 were 
appo inted as fo l lows : Mr Mart in Bal lard , Dr Clyde B i nf ield, Mr s Jeanne Jones . 
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l. The appointment of the Revd Iorwerth Thomas as Personnel Secretary in the World 
Church and Mission Department was welcomed, to take effect from June lst 1977 . 

2. Mr Norman Hart was nominated as Editor of Reform to take up office on September 
15th, 1977 and on the decision of Assembly--ne-was appointed for a period of f i ve 
years. 

3. Miss Janet E. Booth was nominated and elected to take up work as Secretary for 
Communi cation in the World Church and Miss i on Depar tment as from lst September 
1977, to serve in the first instance until August 31st, 1982. 

4. The Revd A.G . Burnham was nominated and appointed to serve as Chairman of the 
Deployment Committee until the Assembly of 1983 i n succession to the Revd P.McCall. 

5. The Assembly re - appoi nted the Revd E.W. Todd as Secretary of the Finance and 
Admi nistration Department ror a period of one year from September lst , 1977. 

The Assemb ly asked t he Centra l Commi ttee of the Finance and Adm inistration Department 
t o br ing to t he Executi ve Comm ittee not later t han November 1977 proposa ls for t he 
staf fing of that Department f rom the surrvner of 1978 , and aut hor ised the Execut ive 
Committee to make such arrangements in t he I ight of t hat report as it deems ri ght . 

6. The Assembly re-appointed the Revd J.P. Reardon as Secretary of the Church and 
Society Depar tment for a period of five years from September lst 1977. 

7. The Assembly re-appointed the Revd M.J.Davies as Youth Secretary in the Church 
Life Department for a per iod of five years from September lst, 1977. 

8. The Assembly appointed Chairmen and Secretari es of Committees as set out i n 
paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Report. 

DEPLOYMENT COMMITTEE 
The report of t he Deployment Commi ttee was presented by the Revd P.McCall, Cha i rman, 
and on his motion the report was received. 

Questions were asked , and answered by the Cha irman , and on his moti on the fo I I owi ng 
resolut ion was moved with the de let ion f rom t he pri nted not ice of the words ' and 
Spec ia l Mini str ies '. Af ter discussi on the reso lut ion was t hen passed as fo l lows: 

l . The Assembly accepts the quotas of full-time pastorates allocated to each of t he 
Provinces as set forth i n the Table shown in the Addendum and calls upon Pr ov i nces 
to work towards these target quotas during the next two years. 

The fol lowing resol ution was then approved: 

2. The Assembly charges the Committee to take cognisance of any alterations or 
developments within the li fe of each Province, and to adapt i ts quota system t o 
such changes as they occur . It also directs that such revisions be made at al l 
times in consultat ion with the Provi nces concerned . 

The Moderators' Report was presented by t he Revd R. E.Taylor. On hi s motion and after 
discussion the Assembly took not e of the Report . 

Synod Re so lution The Revd R. W. : lugh Jones seconded by Mr R. A. Her itage and on beha 1 f 
of the West Mid I ands Prov i nee , moved: 

The Assembly receives the recommendation of the West Midl ands Province that initial 
nominat ions for Moderator of Genera l Assembl y should be made by Synods and forwarded 
to the Genera l Secretary. That vot ing on the f ina l I ist of nominees be by Distr ict 
Counc i Is , each hav ing one vote which would be returned to t he General Sec retary , the 
f ina l resu lt to be announced at t he Genera l Assembl y. 

The Assemb ly authorises the Execut ive Committee to make the appropr iate 
a lt erations to the Rules of Procedure with effect for the election of the Moderator 
of t he Assembly of 1979 . 
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On being put to the vot e this resolution was lost . 

The Clerk read the request of the Eastern Province for the transfer of Thaxted URC 
from the Cambridge to the Che lmsford Distr ict, and on his formal motion t h is was 
agreed. 

APPLICAT IONS COMMITTEE 

The report of the App li ca t ions Committee was submi tted by the Revd H.M. Spri ngbett, 
Chairman, and was received. On his motion the fol lowing reso lut ions were agreed: 

1. The Assembly receives the churches of Ebenezer Pontnewynydd; Keystone and 
Nolton Haven in Pembrokeshire and the Ecumenical Church of Woughton and Milton 
Keynes as local churches of the United Reformed Church. 

2. The Assembly remits the application to leave the United Reformed Church by the 
Church at Bursleden, received through the Wessex Province, to the Applications 
Committee upon whose report the Executive Committee is authorised to take 
action. 

The session was adjourned at 12.45 p.m . 

The Assembly resumed its business at 3 p.m. 

Minutes The Clerk submi t ted the minutes of the fi rst session wh ich were approved . 

CHURCH LIFE DEPARTMENT 

The report of t he Church Life Department was Introduced by the Revd Dr Kenneth 
Slack, and on hi s motion the Report was received and discussed in relat ion to its 
vari ous sect ions . The Assembly proceeded to the cons iderati on of the resolutions 
submitt ed by the Department and the fol lowing , which was introduced by Miss Sue 
Stevenson and t he Revd J .E. Mather , was adopted: 

1. The Assembly welcomes the FURY project £ending for £ife and urges District 
Councils and local churches t o give young people every help and encouragement 
to participate. 

On t he fol lowing resolution being moved, an amendment in the name of Mr .Phi I ip Woods 
and the Revd C. K. Meachln for the inc lusion of the words ' and surpass ' and ' this 
year' was accept ed , and in its amended form the reso lut ion was adopted: 

2 . The Assembly notes the concern of FURY at the effect of cuts in sterli ng grants 
to overseas churches through CWM and urges all local churches to make every 
effort to meet and surpass their Unified Appea l target this year. 

The fol lowing was then agreed: 

3. The Assembly wel comes the initiative of FURY i n pl anning a cel ebration of 
5th Anniversary of the Union, October 7th-9th, 1977 and asks Districts and 
local churches to co-operate in mak ing thi s a meaningfu l event in the life of 
the Church and to encour age groups of young people to attend. 

The sect ion of the report concerning the Children' s C01TVT1ittee was introduced by 
the Revd Donald Hi I ton and the fo llow ing reso lut ions were then adopted: 

4 . The Assembly draws attention to the discussion paper Ministry to Chil dren - 2: 
Worshipping Tofether as a guide to those seeking to integrate children and 
adults more fu ly 1n worship. 
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5. This Assembly draws the attention of Provinces and Districts to the paper 
Christian Education - a Checklist and invites Councils and Synods t o use i t as 
a basis for their work in this field. 

6 . The Assembly, accepting that responsibility for the nurture of children in the 
Christian Faith is primarily that of the Church, draws the attention of l ocal 
churches to the discussion paper: Ministry to Children - 3: Nurturing in t he 
Faith. 

Attenti on was t hen given t o the report regard i ng the Min ist erial Training Commit tee 
and the fol lowing reso lutions adopted : 

7. The Assembly approves of the setting up of a Central Training Grants Committee, 
and encourages the various Trust Funds, and t he member churches through the 
Unified Appeal, to make available sufficient money to provide for the traini ng 
of accepted candidates for the ministry of the URC . 

8. The Assembly reaffirms that a Synod, after receiving reports from the Districts 
and the Assessment Conference decides whether or not a candidate be accepted 
for the. URC ministry . 

9. The Assembly agrees that the Assessment Conference be given the responsibility 
of recofllTiending to the Provinces the type of course and the College most suit­
able for each candidate. 

l 0. The Assembly agrees that each Assessment Conference be staffed by 8 assessors, 
at least two of whom shoul d be members of the teaching staffs of the recognised 
Colleges who,. in addition to the normal assessment i nterviews, woul d interview 
each of the candidates and make recommendations concerning their training, 
shoul d the candidates be accepted by the Provinces. 

11. The Assembly ag rees that the list of Assessors be revised to include members of 
the teaching staffs of the Colleges, and also some persons with expert know­
ledge of personnel selection. 

12. The Assembly gr.ants the request of the Cheshunt Governors that the Revd Dr 
Stephen Mayor be recognised by the Assembly as the Cheshunt Professor of 
Pastoral Studies in Westmi nster College, and that the guarantee of his salary 
and al l owances for an initial period of five years be accepted with thanks to 
Cheshunt Governors . 

13. The Assembly records the outstanding contribution made by New Col l ege , London, 
its staff and students over many generations, dating back to 1673 , and i n 
particular at this time receives with appreciation and thanks the retiring 
members of staff: 

The Principal Revd Dr Charles Duthie (appointed 1964) 
The Revd Dr Geoffrey Nutta l l (Lecturer in Church History) (appointed 1945) 
The Secretary, Miss Margaret Canning (appointed 1949) 

and notes that the New Co 11 ege Trust 1~hi ch is being set up is intended to 
provide financial assistance for Ministerial and Lay Trai ning. 

Those named in th i s re so I ut ion were received by the Moderat or and with •iarm 
acc lamation , and at his invi tat ion t he Revd Dr Charles Duthie responded and spoke 
to t he Assembly of t he important contri bution New Co l lege has made to the Churches 
throughout its long history . 

14. The Assembly receives, and expresses its thanks for their significant services 
to the Church in the training of our mini sters: 

The Principal Revd Dr George Caird 
The Pri nci pal Revd Dr Edgar Jones 
The Revd J .E. Newport, ex Pres ident of Cheshunt Coll ege 
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This was a l so passed wi t h acc l amation and those named were received and thanked by 
the Moderator . 

15. The Assembly receives and recognises as teachers of our ministry the newly 
appointed Pri ncipals and Lecturers of our recognised Colleges: 

The Revd Eri c Hull, Principal -el ect of Ma nchester College 
Dr Donald Sykes, Principal-elect of Mansfield College, Oxford 
The Revd Dr Stephen Mayor, Cheshunt Professor of Pastoral Studies at 

Westminster Coll ege, Cambridge 
.The Revd Dr Stanley Russell , Lecturer in Theology , Manchester 
The Revd Roger Tomes, Lecturer-elect in Old Testament , Manchester College . 

Amidst app lause the Moderator received those new ly appointed Principals and Teachers 
and wished them wel I in their work . 

The fo l low ing resolution was moved by the Revd R.O. Latham fo rmal ly and seconded by 
the Revd A.L . Macarthur: 

That having cons idered the request from District and Province t hat Miss P. M. Co rdon 
be orda i ned, and Assemb ly author ises the Gloucester Distr ict Counci I to arrange 
for her ordinat ion and further asks t he Ministeria l Training-Committee to investi­
gate the cond itions under which ordinati on may be offered to local past ors on the 
off icial register and to report. 

The Revd C. A. Haig moved as an amendment the deletion of al I the words after ' her 
ordination '. This was seconded by the Revd N. Birnie . 

At th i s ~oint the Assembly adjourned . 

The Assembly resumed Its business at 6 p .m. 

On the suggestion of the Moderator and with the agreement of the movers of the motion 
a nd the amendment , it was agreed that th is matter be dealt with i n t wo parts . The 
movers o f the motion asked , and the Assemb ly agreed, t hat the f i rst part s hou ld 
inc I ude the words ' to the m In i stry of \'lor d and Sacrament 1 • It wa s then put in the 
fo l I owing form and was carri ed: 

16. That having considered the request from Di stri ct and Province that Mi ss P.M. 
Cordon be ordained, t he Assembly author ises the Gloucester Di stri ct Counci l to 
arrange for her ordinat ion to t he ministry of Word and Sacraments. 

The second ha If of the resol ut ion was then put and agreed as fo l lows : 

17 . The Assembly asks the Ministerial Training Committee to i nvestigate the con­
ditions under which ordinat ion may be offered to local pastors on the official 
register and to report. 

The sect i ans of the report dea I i ng with the Min ist ry of Hea I i ng and of the Working 
Party on Chap lains and Students were int roduced by the Revd C. K. Meach in and the 
Chairman of the Department and were received . 

The sect ion of the report on Doctrine and Worship was Introduced by Dr J . Huxtab I e . 

Attention was drawn to a misprint in paragraph 48 where ' or ' shou ld be 'nor ' and 
fu r ther that the punctuation in parag raph 52 should be altered in I ine 3 and the semi­
co lon after ' God wi I Is' be alter ed int o a comma . 

The fo l lowing resolution was then moved : 

18. The Assembly receives the Statement on Ordination prepa red by the Doctrine and 
Worshi p Committee as a valuable contribution to our understand ing of Ord ination. 
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fVI amendment moved by Professor Bu ic k Knox , seconded by the Revd Kat e Chegwin , to 
subst itute ' an interim ' fo r 'a val uab le ' on bei ng put t o the vote was lost . After 
further d iscussion the reso lut ion was carri ed. Two further r eso lut ions were then 
moved and passed: 

19. The Assembly instructs t he Doctrine and Worship Committee to consider Schedul e 
'C' with a view to its revision to avoid unnecessary repetition. 

20. The Assembly commends to ministers and churches the orders of worship published 
by its Church Life Department. 

\\'ORKING PARTY 00 STRUC1URES 

The report of t he Work ing Part y on Structures of t he URC was moved by the Revd Rona Id 
Bock ing, su pported by the Revd Ma lco lm Hanson, and was r eceived. 

The fol lowing resolut ions were then moved and adopted : 

1. The Assembly receives the Report. 
2. The Assembly urges all Councils and Committees of the Ch urch to keep in mind the 

need for f ul l consultation with all concerned before decisions are taken, in the 
terms of paragraph 10 of the Scheme of Union, wh i ch reads: 

'Decis ions on the part of any Counci l shal l be reached only after 
t he full est attempt has been made to discover the mind of the other 
Councils or of local churches l ikely to be affected by t he decision'. 

3. The Assembly encourages Synods and Di stri ct Councils t o make ful l use of the 
f lexibility implicit in the Scheme of Union so that structures may be adapted 
to local needs . 

4. The Assembly asks Synods to keep their committee structures under review so as 
to ensure that Assembly reports and District Council business can be dealt with 
quickly and efficiently . 

5. The Assembly encourages Synods to maintain a Synod Office which can provide 
assistance both to the Provincial Moderator and to the Synod Clerk. The 
appoi ntment of a Personal or Admini strative Assistant is desirable , but where 
such an appointment is made Synods should clarify the Assistant ' s responsi ­
bilities in relation to the Moderator and the Synod Clerk. 

6. The Assembly i nstructs its Committees wherever possible to keep i n close touch 
wi th thei r correspond i ng Synod Commi ttees and to provide them with information 
and st imulus as well as seeking their help . 

7. The Assembly instructs the Business Committee to consider the question of 
corresponding members t o t he Assembly and the possibility of i nviting observers 
from ot her major Churches in England and Wales. · 

8. The Assembly i nstructs i ts officers to pursue the proposi tions in the Report on 
Organi sation at Church House, and parti cularly to consi der the co-ordination of 
material f rom Church House , Assembly Committe~s. etc. for Synods and local 
churches, with a view to 
a) determin i ng prior ities in the context of an overall pol icy, 
b) ensuri ng t hat sufficient material i s provided to enable the real is tic 

impl ementation of proposal s , but in such order and quantity as the Church 
can reasonably be expected to deal with in a respons ible manner. 

The remainder of the business of the ~lorki ng Party was defer red to a later session 
and th i s session wa s closed with the Benediction . 
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WEDNESDAY , 4th MAY , 1977 

Tl !!RD SESSION 

The General Assembly again convened and was led in worship by the Revd David Jenkins . 

Cl-lJRCHES OF Cl-RIST CONVERSATIONS 

Dr No rman Gooda l I presented the report and made reference to the document, Proposals 
for Uni fication, draw i ng spec ia l at tention to the secti ons on Bapt ism and Min istry. 
Dr Goodal I moved th e fol lowing r eso lutions: 

l. The Assembly approves the Proposals for Unification submitted by the Joint 
Committee for negotiations between the Churches of Christ and the United 
Reformed Church and agrees to proceed in accordance with them. 

2. The Assembly resolves to agree the scheduled amendments as defined in the 
Proposal s for Unification as amendments to the Basis of Union and the Structure 
of the United Reformed Church to become effective on the date of unification as 
defined in the Proposals for Uni fi cation. 

The Revd A. L.Macarthur then seconded these resolutions referring to the fact that he 
did this with sadness because It should have been done by the late Revd Brian Pratt . 

The reso lutions were then approved by overwhelming majorities . One vote was recorded 
aga inst the ti r st resol uti on , with two abstentions . The second was passed nem.con . 
with two abstenti ons . 

The Revd J Waller then i ntroduced the fol lowing resolut ion which was seconded by the 
Revd G. Hooper 

The Assembly resolves that -

a) each Dist ri ct Counci I and Synod be asked to vot e for or again5t the proposals 
for union with t he Churches of Ch r ist and to send a report on its voting figures 
to t he General Secretary by December 31st 1977 and 

b) the record of voting ti gures , toget her with a note of the number of I oca I 
congregations of the Churches of Christ within the area of each District Counci I 
and Synod , should be made avai I able with the papers for the General Assembly of 
1978 . 

On bei ng put t o the vote t he motion was lost. 

FINANCE AND AD'1INISTRATION DEPARTMENT 

The report of the Finance and Administration Depart ment was presented by the 
Chairman, Mr l .R. Palmer , and on his motion It was received . 

The Revd John White introduced the Maintenance of the Mini stry Corrvni ttee report . 
On his motion the fol lowing resolution wa s considered : 

The Assemb ly resolves that with effect from July 1st 1977 the minimum rate of stipend 
payable to a minister in ful I charge shal I be: 

£2,030 per annum tor the fi rst ten years of service 
£2,080 per annum for the next ten years 
£2, 130 per annum after twenty years . 

A re so lut ion in t he name of the Eastern Province was moved as an amendment by Mr 
Ph i I ip Wade, seconded by Mr C. Raggett , viz: 

The Assemb ly resolves t hat with effect from August 1st 1977 

a) the minimum rate of stipend payable to a minister in ful I charge shal I be 
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£2 , 500 per annum for the first ten years of service 
£2 , 550 per annum for t he next ten years 
£2 , 600 per an num after twenty years 

b) the local church shal I be respons ible for the payment of a l I heat ing and 
I ighti ng cost s . 

The Assemb I y further reso Ives t hat by ca refu I r ev i ev1 of a I I the resources ava i I ab I e 
to t he churches , it ensu r es that funds are made available for this purpose . 

The Honorary Treasurer gave notice of a further amendment which he woul d move should 
the present amendment be defeated . 

The mover of the amendment was al lowed right of reply since this was a Synod resolu­
tion . He asked and was given consent to add 'after 1977 1 the words: ' subj ect t o 
comp I i ance with Government pay po I icy 1 • 

On be ing put to the vote t he amendment was defeated , and further cons iderati on of 
the or ig inal reso lution was deferred t o the next session . The fo l lowi ng resolut ion 
was t hen moved and carried : 

1. The Assembly resol ves that the Scope OV max imum shal l be £1 ,450 per annum from 
1st July 1977. 

A reso l ution standing i n the names of Mr. L. Pa lmer and the Revd . J . White was then 
moved : 

The Assembly resolves t hat i n the event of a minister being off dut y t hrough i I lness 
t he amount of any sickness benef it rece i ved s ha l I be deducted f rom t he r emunerat ion 
pa id by the cent ra l off ice and the loca l church concerned shal I be entit led to a 
refund from t he assessment of the cost of pulpit supply (on the ag reed scale) and any 
necessary t ravel l ing expenses incurred . 

On bei ng put to the vote the motion was lost . 

The Session was adjourned at I p .m. 

The Assembly resumed its business at 3 p .m. 

Minutes The Clerk StJbm it ted the Minutes of the second session which were approved . 

FINANCE AND ADM IN ISTRAT ION DEPARTMENT (CO NTINUED) 

The Chairman o f the Maintenance of the Min istry CofTmittee gave notice o f a furt her 
reso lut ion that he would move later wi th rega r d to f uture stipends , and on t h i s 
ass urance the fol low ing resolutions were moved and pass ed : 

2. The As sembly resolves that with eff ect from July 1st, 1977 the minimum rate of 
sti pend payabl e to a minister in fu ll charge shal l be: 

£2,030 per annum for the first ten years of service 
£2,080 per annum for the next ten years 
£2,130 per annum after twenty years 

3. The Assembly resolves that with effect from July 1st, 1977 the salary scale 
for Deaconesses shal l be: 

£1 ,930 per annum for the first ten years of service 
£1 ,980 per annum for the next ten years 
£2 ,030 per annum after twenty years 
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(Note : Of these s ums the local chu rch prov ides £150 per annum towa rds heating and 
I ight ing cos t s ) . 

4. The Assembly resolves that grants from the fund of the former Congregational 
Church to retired List '8' Evangelists shall be paid at the same rates which 
apply to grants from the Pastors' Superannuation Fund , and gifts from the 
Maintenance of the Ministry Fund of the former Congregational Church to widows 
of List 'B ' Evangelists shall be paid at the rates which apply to grants from 
the Pastors' Widows' Fund. 

5. The Assembly resolves that the total annual rate of contribution to the 
Congregational Ministers ' Pension Fund and the Presbyterian Ministers and 
Wido1~s and Orphans Pension Fund shall be 15 per cent of the appropriate basic 
stipend, the ministers to pay 5 per cent and the Church to pay 10 per cent; 
the Church contribution to be raised through the Assessment. 

On beha lf of t he Southern Synod Mrs . R. Goodfe ll ow, seconded by the Revd J. White , 
moved as to I I ows: 

6. The Assembly expresses its concern for l'linisters in retirement and those who 
will ret i re before becoming entitled to the full benefits of the Pension Fund, 
and urges the Maintenance of the Ministry Committee to look again at every 
means of increasing their income. 

The resolut ion was adopted . 

Mr. L. R. Pa lmer, seco nded by the Revd J . Wh ite , t hen moved t he f o l lowing reso lut ion 
whi ch •1as agreed: 

7. The Assembly resolves that in view of the preference expressed by mi nisters 
to be brought under Class I for Social Security contributions and the 
decisions al ready taken by other Churches, the United Reformed Church ~1il l 
support any such proposed change in the status of ministers. 

The Revd J . Whi t e then introduced and moved the further resolu tion, seconded by 
Mr L. R. Pal mer, as fo l lows : 

8. The Assembly , while not able to accept the resolution of the Eastern Synod to 
increase the basic stipend as from August 1st, 1977 by £600 per annum, recognises 
the urgent need to achieve this result as soon as possible and in any case not 
later than Ju ly 1st, 1978, and instructs the Maintenance of the Ministry 
Committee to initiate consultation with Provinces, District Councils and local 
churches with a view to ensuri ng an increase in the basic stipend from July 1st 
1978 to £2630; £2680; £2730 per annum according to seniority and that the 
necessary financial resources are available. 

Th i s was ag reed. 

The Revd Dav id Ski dmo re on beha l f of the Thames No r th Synod moved, and Mr R. S.Martin 
seconded, that 

9. The Assembly resolves that all stipend supplements paid by local churches to a 
minister up to the amount to which that minister is entitled as children's 
allo~1ances , unless such allowances are payable out of central funds, shall in 
future be deductible from the total income of the local church for the purpose 
of calcul ating the net assessable income for the Scheme of Ministerial 
Remuneration. 

Th is was car ried. 
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On beha If of the Wessex Synod Mr David Page then moved , secon ded by t he Revd G. Long, 
the fol lowing resolut ion which on be ing put t o t he vote was narrow ly defeat ed: 

The Assemb ly inst ructs t he Maintenance o f the Ministry Committee to arrange that 
future assessments for the Maintenance of the Min istry Scheme be based more truly on 
i ncome and not as at pr esent on expendi t ure , and fu r ther that t ransfers from reserve 
funds and any ba lance brought forward should not be treat ed as income, whi le t ransfers 
to reserve funds and any ba lance carr ied forward should not be a l lowabl e deductions. 

A reso I ut ion of Thames Nor th Synod v1as accepted on beha If of the Comm ittee and agreed 
1~ i th out a vote as to I I ows : 

10. The Assembly notes the concern expressed by many churches and District Counci l s 
about the complexity of the basis of assessment for the Scheme of Ministeri al 
Remuneration, t he way in which the scheme has been implemented, and the shor t 
time for consultation after the assessments were issued, and instructs the 
Maintenance of the Ministry Committee to: 

a) provide a clear definition of 'net assessable income' with a detailed 
statement of items of income and expenditure , both falling within the 
definition and fa l ling outside it: 

b) give careful re-consideration to the r ule regardi ng transfer s to and from 
reserves, since this gives r i se to anomalies: 

c) give adv ice on re- budgetting to those churches where the assessment has 
resulted in substantially increased expenditure on t he ministry : 

d) cons ider the poss ibil ity of giving some re l ief in cases where a church' s 
expenditure is infl ated because of such matters as the cost of heating large 
buildings and the involvement of the church in special mission, and 

e) submit the proposed basis of assessment for future years, taking accoun t of 
amendments to Di strict Councils at the earliest possible date so that there 
can be fu ll consultation and comment before implementation . 

The fol low ing resolut ion was moved on behalf of t he Committ ee : 

11. The Assembly resolves that t he Executive Committee be given authority to 
determine the rate of assessment for the calendar year 1978. 

The Revd Dr \'l.J .Houston , seconded by the Revd P.W. Beaman, moved as an addendum: 

'p rovided t hat t hat part of t he assessment which is a charge on income sha l I not 
exceed 25p in the pound '. 

On being put to the vote t he addendum was lost . 

The resolution was t hen agreed as moved , but in answer to an enquiry t he Revd E. W. 
Todd gave assurance that the rate of assessment would in future be submitted for 
Assemb ly decision . 

The Revd A. Duncan moved, and the Revd W.G. Hughes EdVlards seconded, a resolut ion in 
the name of the Wessex Province, namely : 

The Assemb ly resolves that st ipends and salaries of Provincia l Moderators , ful I-time 
Officers at Church House and the acac;Jem i c staff of Westm in i ster Co I I ege sha I I in 
future be subject to the debate and decis ion of the Assembly and instructs the 
Finance and Adm ini stration Department to arrange accordingly . After the Hon . 
Treasurer had given assurance t hat informat ion on this matter would be made known, 
the resolution was put and los t . 
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UNIFIED APPEAL COf'IMITTEE 

Mr G. Vaughan Davies introduced the Unif ied Appeal Comm ittee Report . 

At this point the Assembly adjourned. 

The Assembly resumed at 6 p . m. and took up the bus iness of the Church and Society 
Department. 

CHURCH /\ND SOCIETY DEPARTMENT 

The report was introduced by the Chairman, the Revd J . Johansen-Berg, and on his 
mot ion t he Report was received . 

Questions concern ing the Annan Commi t tee on the fu t ure of Broadcasting , the re­
marriage of divorced people and Job Creation Schemes were addressed to and answered 
by the Chairman. 

The Chairman then moved a resolution concerning a Fund for Ire land, and the Rt Revd 
A.J. Weir , Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland addressed the Assembly on 
the i nv i t at ion of the Moderator. 

The Revd Michael Hubbard outlined the purposes of the Fund. 

The resolution with the agreed deletion of the word ' Northern' was carried in the 
fol lowing form : 

1. The Assembly commends to all congregations the British Council of Churches 
Appeal Fund for projects in Ireland and urges continued prayerful support for al l 
those who work for justice, peace and reconciliation in Ireland. 

The fol lowing resolutions were then presented to the Assemb ly by the Cha i rman and 
on his mot ion they were adopted. 

2. The Assembly draws to the attention of elders meetings and church meetings, the 
Report of the Sexual Ethics Working Party and urges them to initiate discussions 
of these important topics and to consider the pastoral responsibilities which 
arise. 

3. The Assembly commends the discussion paper on Abortion to Districts and church 
meetings and urges them to send reports on such discussions to the Church and 
Society Department so that the Department may be able to speak more effectively 
for the Church in any submission on future legislation . 

4. The Assembly alerts congregations in areas where there is nuclear plant to the 
current debate about the potentia l danger invol ved in the deve l opment of such 
plant, and recommends that such congregations seek a meeting with their loca l 
Member of Parl iament to discuss the issues. 

5. The Assembly WELCOMES the current di plomatic in titiative of the Foreign 
Secretary on Rhodesia as outlined to the House of Commons on April 19th, 1977, 
and EXPRESSES the hope that his discussions on the possibility of the Uni ted 
Kingdom and the United States co- sponsoring a conference to develop a clear 
timetable for achieving majority rule in 1978 will speedily l ead to a just and 
peaceful settlement. 

\·IORKING PARTY ON STRUCTURES (CONTINUED) 

The Cha irman of the Work i ng Party on Structu res moved the fol lowing reso lution: 
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9. The Assembly sends the Report of the Working Party on Structures of the Un ited 
Reformed Church, and the following draft resolutions, to Synods, District 
Councils and local churches for discussion and comment. (Comments to be sent to 
the Secretary of the Working Party, the Revd M. G. Hanson, 5 Towers Avenue, Jesmond, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE2 3QE by December 20th , 1977. In the light of these 
comments resolutions will be brought before the next meeting of the General 
Assembly for ratifi cati on the following year). 

The Revd Dr . K. Slack, seconded by the Revd J . Johansen-Berg , moved the fo l lowi ng as 
an amendment: 

The Assemb ly , while warmly thanking the Working Party for the thoroughness of its 
work and the stimulus of its th inking , resolves: 

a) That the maintenance of a strong General Assembly of adequate size is essential 
for the nat ional identi_ty of the Church; 

b ) That further cons i derat ion be given by the Executive Committee, o r such body as 
it s hal I appo int: 

i) to means 1•hereby a greater continu ity can be secured in membership of the 
Assembly; 

ii) to the capacity of Synods, of necessi ty able to meet but rarely, to d ischarge 
the functions assigned to them . 

On being put to the vote t he amendment was narrov1 I y defeated . 

The resolution as submitted was t hen put to the vote and carried . 

The Session closed with the Benediction. 

THURSDAY, 5th MAY , 1977 

FOURTH SESSION 

The Genera l Assembly aga in convened and was led in wor ship by the Revd David Jenk i ns . 
In the course of this act of worship the Moderator in the name of the Assembl y 
commissioned the Revds M.J . Davies , J .Reardon, R. E. Tay lor and E.W. Todd to further 
periods of service in their respective off ices. 

Order of Business The Cha irman of the Bus iness Committee s ubmitted a draft order of 
business for the day whi ch , on his rrot ion , was accepted . 

Report of the Tellers Mr Mart in Bal lard, Chairman of the Te ll ers for the e lection 
of a Moderato r for the Assembly fo r 1978, report ed that 514 ballot papers had been 
received and t hat the Revd J . E. Lessl ie Newbigin had been elected . The Moderator 
received Dr Newbigin amidst warm acclamation and expressed to him the congratu la­
tions and good wishes of the Assembly . The Moderator- elect , in accept ing the cal I 
to serve in this way , e~pressed his sense of gratitude for t he trus t the Church had 
p laced in one who was attending hi s first URC Assembly. 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

The report o f the SteY1ardshi p Committee was submitted by the Chairman , Mr R.S.Martin 
and on his mot ion , supported by the Revd C. K.Meachin , the report was received . 
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After discussi on the fa I I owing re so I ut ion was moved and adopted: 

The Assembly calls upon Synods and District Counci l s to promote and sponsor 
Membership Enrichment Training Programmes for mini sters , elders and members. 

WORLD CHURCH AND MISSION DEPARTMENT 

Owing to the death of the Cha i rman, t he Revd B. M. Pratt , the report of t he World 
Churc h and Mission Department was introduced by the Revd A.L. Macarthur who paid 
t ribute to the mi n istry of Br ian Pratt and to his leadersh ip both as Chairman of the 
Department and earlier as Clerk of the Presbyter ian Church of Eng land Assembly for 
sixteen years . 

The report having been received the Revd M. H.Cressey spoke to the section dealing 
with the work of the At Home Committee and moved the fol lowing resolution which had 
been amended by consent of the Assembly : 

1. The A~sembly resolves that at this time closer relations with the Methodist 
Church be pursued not through bilateral conversation on union but through 
common participation in the Churches ' Unity Commission and other ecumenical 
bodies and by the development of local co-operation, and to these ends instructs 
the World Church and Mission Department to foster closer liaison with the 
appropriate agencies of the Methodist Church, particul arly .through a liaison 
group inc l udin~ representatives of the Departments, of the Provincial Moderator 
and of local joint churches. 

An amendment was moved by the Revd E. F.Cattermol e, seconded by the Revd M.Hanson, as 
fo l lows : 

The Assembly resolves that at this t ime closer relations with the Methodist Ch urch be 
pursued through common parti c ipat ion in the Churches ' lJnity Commiss ion and other 
ecumenical bodies and by the development of loca l co- operation, and to these ends 
instructs the World Church and Mission Department to foste r closer I iaison with the 
appropr iate agencies of t he Methodist Church, particularly through a I iaison group 
including representatives of Department, of the Provincial Moderators and of local 
joint churches. 

By agreement this was withdrawn and a further amendment , proposed by t he Revd D. 
Hannen and seconded by the Revd E. F.Cattermole, was then discussed : namely , de lete 
in I ine 2 'not through bi lateral conversations ' and add to the end of t he r eso lution 
'and to inform the Confer ence of the Methodist Church that the United Reformed Church 
would we lcome an Invi tation t o cons ider beg inning bilatera l conversations with a 
view to union if and when the Conference shal I consider the time right for such 
conversat i ans' . 

The amendment was put to the vote and defeated . 

The original resolution was then adopted . 

TEN PROPOSITIONS OF THE CHURCHES" UNITY COMMISSION In relation to the section of 
the report dealing with the Ten Proposi tions of the Churches ' Unity Commission 
Professor Cr<essey undertook to amend t he words ' even some dishonesty ' t o read 'costl y 
' tension' in , the third I ine of paragraph 5.31 of the draft further response. The 
fo I I owi ng reso I ut ions were then moved and adopted. 

2. The Assembly receives the further response to the Ten Propositions of the 
Churches ' Unity Corrmission prepared by the Missionary and Ecume nical Work at 
Home Committee and authorises its transmission to the Churches ' Unity 
Commission as continued interim guidance in its work. 
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3. The Assembly sends the further response to Synods, Di strict Councils and l ocal 
churches for discussion, particularly of the two possible ways forward in 
relation to Proposition VI, and authorises the Missionary and Ecumenical Work at 
Home Committee to i ssue a pamphlet of questions to assist the discussion and the 
collection of opini on - answers to be submitted to the Committee through the 
General Secretary by January 31st, 1978. 

4. The Assembly instructs the Missionary and Ecumenical Work at Home Committee to 
draw up a draft definitive respon se of the United Reformed Church to the Ten 
Propositions to be voted upon at the Assembly of 1978. 

The Revd P. Chesney, seconded by Mr . John Eatwe l I, then moved and it was agreed t hat 

S. In the light of the need for Synods and District Councils to give a response 
regarding the Ten Proposit ions by January 31st, 1978, a previous decis ion 
requiring the response t o the proposals about the Structures of the URC to be 
made by December 20th, 1977 should be al tered by postponing the date for that 
response to Easter Day 1978. 

The Session was adjourned and bus iness resumed at 3 p.m. 

The Revd Boris Anderson Introduced the further busi ness of the Department and at 
his request the Moderator rece ived 

The Revd Dr Ching-fen Hs iao - Presbyterian Church in Taiwan 
Miss Edi t h Maxfie ld - El I ice Isl ands, Central Pacific 
Miss J . Degenhardt - Rajshahi Hospi t al , Bang ladesh . 

It had been hoped that Bishop J . Tha ngamuthu of the Ch urch of South India woul d be 
present and address the Assemb ly , but as the result of an accident during the lunch 
adjournment he was i n hospital with a fractured arm . The Assembly asked that its 
sympathy be conveyed to t he Bishop, and t he Moderator-Elect undertook t o do thi s on 
behalf of the Assemb ly. 

The fol low i ng resol uti ons were then adopt ed : 

6. The Assembly welcomes the news that the pl an to reorganise the Council for World 
Mission on a basis of full equal partnership has been accepted by all its member 
bodi es and wi 11 now be implemented . It sends its good wishes to the new Council 
for the success of its inaugura l meetings and pledges its will i ng co-operation 
with the other member churches in the development of new po l icies and ways of 
working together in world mission. 

7. The Assembly approves the establ ishment of annual consultations between the UK 
member bodies of CWM and welcomes the opportunity t hi s affords for sharing ideas 
and experience particularly in the spheres of publ icity and mi ssionary training. 

8. The General Assembly of the United Reformed Church sends warmest greetings to 
t he World Al liance of Reformed Churches on the occasion of its centenary, wishes 
all success to thecentennial consul tation at St. Andrews, and prays for God's 
blessing on the future work and witness of the Al l iance . 

Minutes The Assistant Clerk submitted the Minutes of the previous day ' s business, 
Indicated certa in corrections that wou ld be made and, on his mot ion, they were 
approved . 

PUBLICATIONS AND PUBLICITY cm~ITIEE 

The report of the Pub I icat ions and Pub I icity Commi ttee was moved by the Revd R.T. 
Brooks, Cha irman, who, in speak ing of the signi fi cance of Reform, pa id tribute to the 
work of t he reti r i ng Ed itor, t he Revd Or John Gregory. On the motion of the Chairman 
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t he report was received and t he fo l lowing resolution agreed: 

The Assembly endorses the fol lowing recommendati ons : 

a) That if possible Reform should continue as a self-supporting magazine. 

b) Should declining membership or circulation make this impossible, a subsidy from 
URC resources would be preferab 1 e to any of the fo 11 owing a lterna ti ves : 

i) Changing the editorial pol icy from that which the Editor and Editorial Board 
believed best suited to the spi ritua l health of the Church; 

i) Reducing the size of the magaz i ne; 
i) Taking its cover price above the equivalent of 15p at September 1976 
v) Increasing the advertising ratio above the present level of one-third of any 

edition and one quarter on average. 

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT (CONT INUED) 

The Assembly resumed cons ideration of the business of the Finance and Administrat ion 
Department , and on the motion of t he Hon. Treasurer , Mr L. Pa lmer the fol lowi ng 
reso lut ion was passed: 

12 . The Assembly thanks Provinces, Districts and churches for their response to the 
1976 Unified Appeal. It urges them to maintain every effort to reach or exceed 
their Unified Appeal targets in 1977. Assembly notes that 1977 provi ncial 
targets are pa r tially based on Maintenance of the Ministry assessment ratios and 
requests the Unified Appeal Committee to consider whether the 1978 targets should 
be completely based on Maintenance of the Ministry assessment ratios . 

The Cha irman of t he Treasu rersh ip Commi ttee, Mr J .E. Hooper, presented t he Account s 
fo r 1976 whi c h were adopted. 

The Budget proposed for 1978 was also adopted and on t he motion of Mr P. Woods, 
seconded by Miss Sue Stevenson, the fo l lowi ng resolution was agreed : 

13 . The Assembly notes the concern of FURY at the effect of cuts in sterling grrtnts 
to overseas churches through CWM and i nstructs the appropriate committee to take 
th i s into account i n determining the budget of the Church in future years. 

The Revd A.G. Burnham, seconded by the Revd D. G. St ewart, proposed that: 

14. The Assembly receives the recommendat i on of the North Western Synod that there 
are strong argumen t s both for and against the ownership by ministers of their own 
houses and resol ves to appoint a committee to recons i der the present practice of 
providing manses. 

Thi s was agreed. 

A f urther resol ut ion, havi ng been amended by agreement, was moved by the Revd D. G. 
Stewart and seconded by t he Revd A.G. Burnham, and passed Jn the fol low ing form : 

15. The Assembly receives the recommendation of the North West ern Synod that a further 
appeal be made for funds for the housing of retired ministers if th i s is found to 
be required, and instructs the United Reformed Church Reti red Ministers' Housing 
Society to make such appropriate arrangements as may be necessary. 

mMlNATIONS CQVM!TTEE (CONTINUED) 

On the mot ion of the Revd A. J . G. ~la Iker , Cha irman of the Norn i nations Comm ittee, t he 
f urther report of t hat Commi ttee was received and the fo l low ing reso lut ions were 
passed: 
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9. The Assembly resolves that in cases where a URC member of the Council for World 
Mi ssion is appointed in that capacity to serve on a Committee of the General 
Assembly, he shall be regarded as a member ex officio . 

10 . The Assembly appointed Committees and representatives of the Church for the year 
1977-78 as set out in the Appendix to the Report . 

The Assembly authorised the Nom inat ions Committee to invite the annual submission of 
names of those qua l ifi ed t o serve the Church and to indicate the areas in which that 
service is requ ired. 

The appointment of the Revds Bor is Anderson, O. Mc l lhagga and B. Thorogood t o St . 
Andrew 's Centennia l Consultat ion of the \v .A.R.C. 1~as confirmed. 

THANKS The Revd E. W.Todd moved and it was agreed that the Assemb ly records its 
thanks to a I I who had contributed to its >1ork . It expressed its part i cu I ar t hanks 
to the Min ister and the Trustees of the Centra l Hal I , Birmingham for the use of the ir 
bu i I dings , to the local Arrangements Committee, to those who had provided hospitality 
for members of Assembly , to Miss Freda Mole and al I •1ho had helped to cater for the 
Assemb I y 1 s refreshment and comfort . The Assemb I y further thanked the office staff 
for the arrangements made to assist its work, the organist, the Moderator's Chaplain 
and the Moderator, the Clerk and the Assistant Clerk, the Cha irman and Secretary of 
the Business Committee for the manner in vih ich they had discharged the ir duties . 

MINUTES The Clerk submitted the Minutes o f the day ' s business in accordance with 
Standing Orders and these were approved . 

CLOSURE The Assembly having in the good providence of God brought its business to 
completion , the Moderator led the member-s in pra ise and prayer, and the Assembly 
closed to meet again in the Flo ral Hal I, Southport, at 3 p. m. on Monday, May 8th 1978 
or at such other time and place as may be duly agreed . 

John E. Young Moderator 

Arthur L.Macarthur Clerk 
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APPENDIX 1 

COMMITTEES AND REPRESENTATIVES 

NOTE: The Moderator, the Moderator-elect, the invnediate Past Moderator and the General 
Secretary are members ex officiis of every Standing Convnittee. The Oepartmental 
Chairmen and Secretaries are members ex officiis of each Committee within their 
respective Departments. The Secretary of the Finance end Administration Depart-
ment is a member ex officio of every Convnittee \:l'hich has funds. 

CHUR CH LIFE DEPARTMENT 

Chairman' Revd Dr K Sleek - 1980 
Secretary: The Departmental Secretary 

CENTRAL COMMITTEE 

Provincial Repcesent:atives 

I Revd D.W. Elliott 
II Revd R, \1, Courtney 

II I Mrs B. Martin 
IV Revd G. Tillison 

V Mr E.G. Leigh Brown 
VI 

VII 
VIII 

IX 
x 

XI 
XII 

Mrs M. Bason 
Revd S . Atkins 
Revd J . G. Thornton 
Miss S. F eirbeirn 

Revd H. Page 

together with the Chairmen of the C001mitteea '1ithin the Department, Mrs. R. Goodfello1:1 and the 
Revds Dr L.C. Green and R. E. Taylor. 

Members under 25 : Hr I . Ring, Mr 0. Sneshall 

MINISTERIAL TRAINING 

Chairman' Revd Dr L. Ne1:1bigin - 1982 
Secretary: The Depar tmental Secretary 

Revd Or E.C . Blackman 
Mra J. Boulind 
Revd K .M . Hendry 
Revd P.C. Jupp 

J1r H.L. Morrie 
Revd J .E. Nef1Port 
Revd D.G. Ste1:1art 
Revd Margaret Taylor 

Revd B. G. Thorogood 
Revd R.J. Wey 
Revd Dr S.H . Mayor 

together with the Principals of the recognised Colleges in Bangor, Cambridge, London , Manchester , 
O>cford and S\:lensea . 

Pane l for Assessment Conferences 

Mrs Margeret Chesney 
Mr3 Ruth Clarke 
Revd G.J . Cook 
Revd A. Frost 
Hrs R. Goodfello11 
Mrs GC1en Hall 
Revd Kathleen Hendr y 
Mrs Mary Herbert 

Revd H.A. Jacquet 
Revd 0 . Mcllhagga 
Revd Barbare Meechin 
Revd J .E. Newport 
Mr R. Norris 
Mra Beti Onions 
Mr D. Pitkeethl) 
Mr C. Porteous 
Revd R,K. Scopes 

Mrs P. E. P. Sessions 
Mr J . Sinvnonds 
Mrs E.M. Steel 
Mr D. Thacker 
Revd I • Thomas 
Revd E.W. Todd 
Revd G. Williams 
Revd T. R. Willis 
Revd C. Wilton 

together 1:1ith the General Secretary, the Pr ovincial Moderators and the staffs of t he recognised 
Colleges , end the Chairman of the Ministerial Training Comnittee. 

Westminster#Cheshunt COIMl.tttee 

Revd Professor R. Buick Knox 
Revd A, L. Macarthur 

Revd Principal A.G. Macleod 
Revd Dr L. NeC1bigin 

together with four appointed by the Governors of Chsshunt College 

Board of Studie s (Westminster#Cheshunt) 

Revd D.11. Ager (Sec. - 1981) 
Revd Professor J.E. Fenn 
Revd W.N. Leak 

Mr. J .M. Ross 
Dr G. Stanton 
Revd H.M. Springbett 

Dr D. A. Sykes 
Revd 0. Holt Roberts 

(Chairman - 1979) 

together with the College Staff and four appointed by the Governors of Cheshunt College . 
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Nominations to Teaching Stafr (Westminster College J 

Chairman ' Revd Dr L, Newbigin 
Secretary: Revd R.O . Lathem 

Principal , Westminster College (Revd A.G . Macleod) 

Professor J , R. Wilkie 
Dr D. A. Sykes 
Revd K. H. Hendry 

SUPPLEMENTARY MINISTRI ES 

Chairman: 
Secretar y: 

Revd J.W .P. l•illismson - 1979 
The Secretary for Mission 

Mr W, Atherton 
Mr P , Jones 

Miss P .r . Parrish 

Dr R. D. J urd 
Revd B.W. Kirk 

Revd R. Royston- Bishop 
Mrs D. Russell 
Revd B .D. Treharne 
l vacancy 

DOCTRINE AND WORSHI P 

Chairman' Revd Dr J . Huxtable - 1980 
Secretary' Revd D. Mcllhagga - 1981 

Revd Dr I. Fraser 
Revd D.C.M . Gardne r 
Revd Dr C. Gunton 
Revd T. C. Micklem 
Revd Dr J . I. Morgans 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Re vd Joan Peters 
Miss A. Phillips 
Mr J.M. Ross 
Revd Dr S. H. Russell 
Revd H.M . Spr ingbett 

Chai rman ' Revd C.C. Franks - 1979 
Secretar y: The Christian Education Secretary 

Mrs R. Goodfellow 
Revd David Jenkins 
Revd A, Mclellan 

YOUTH WORK 

Re vd Dr S. H. Mayor 
Mr s Beti Onions 
Mrs G. Page 
Mrs M. Brymer 

Chairman ' Revd J.E. Mather - 1981 
Secretary: The Youth Secretary 

Mrs S. Ackroyd 
Revd Gillian Bobbett 
Miss R. Campbell 
Mr B. Cox 

Member s under 25: 

Mr C. Brann 
Mr S. Brown 
Miss L, Carruthers 
Mr H. Faul kner 

CHI LDREN ' S WORK 

Revd R. Diffey 
Revd A. F.T. Evans 
Revd I , James 
Mrs K. Mcllhsggs 

Miss A. Pagan 
Miss H. Paton 
Miss A, Richards 
Miss C, Snelling 

Chai r man : Revd G. Jenkins - 1983 
Secretary: The Christian Education Secret ary 

Miss M. Burnie 
Miss M. Good111in 
Revd P. Loveitt 

Revd P , E, Mcintosh 
Revd Helen Pullin 
Mrs D. Richmond 
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Revd Dr J . H. Thomas 
Revd Professor W.A . Whitehouse 
Revd D. G, 11ensl ey 
Revd Dr B. A. Wren 

Revd S.M . Thornton 
Revd M. D. Whitehor n 
Mr B, Wor rall 

Revd A .K. McNicol 
Mias R, V, Tully 
Ravd D. Wilson 

Miss S , Stevenson 
Mr K. Pater son 
Mr D. Snashall 
Mr P, Woods 

Mrs D. Wilton 
Revd G. R. Chapman 



WORLD CHURCH ANO MISSION DEPARTMENT 

Chairman: 
Secre t ary: The Departmental Secretary 

CENTRAL COMM ITTEE 

Provincial Repr esentatives 

I Revd R.R . Bance 
11 Revd P. S . Killick 

Ill Mrs R.M. Smith 
IV Revd D. M. Main 

V Mr J . Thor ndyke 
VI Revd E ,E.B . Cruchl ey 

Vll 
VllI 

IX 
x 

XI 
Xll 

Misa E. Pateraon 
Revd R.A. Irvi ng 
Revd R.O.C . Cole 
Misa H. Barkham 
Revd J . Welle r 
Mrs E.M. Steel 

t ogether 1Uith the Chair men of Convnitt ees 111ithin the Department and the Revd Dr N. Goodall 
and Mrs A. G. Macleod . 

MI SSIONARY ANO ECUMENI CAL WORK AT HOME 

Chai r man: Revd Professor M.H. Cressey - 1978 
secr etary: Ttie General Secretar y 

Revd D. J . D. Baker 
Revd G. E. Beck 
Revd P. S. Cheaney 
Miss E.M. Gooding 

MI SSI ONARY ANO ECUMENI CAL WO RK ABROAD 

Revd G. He111it t 
Revd Dr J . Huxtable 
Revd D. Marsden 
Mrs J . Parker 

ChaJrman: Mr J . E.M. Gilbey - 1979 
Secretary: The Departmental Secre tary 

Revd R • R • Bance 
Revd D. Batchelor 
Revd R. A. H. Bocking 
Miss D. J . Biggs 

MI SSION AND OTHER FAITHS 

Miss V. A. Collins 
Mrs R. C011hig 
Revd Dor is Leyahon 
Revd A. Porter 

ChaJrman: Dr D. A. Ker r - 1963 
Secretar y : The Depa r tment a l Secretary 

Revd Dr H.D. Beeby 
Revd P. Chave 
Mr B. Eva na 

PERSONNEL 

Revd Florence Frost-Mee 
Revd Professor J.H. Hi ck 
Re vd R. H. Le,,, i s 

ChaJrman : Revd A. J . Coates - 1963 
Secretary: The Personnel Secret ary 

Revd Stella Beare 
Revd G. P. Breeze 
Revd R.D. C. Cole 
Revd A. S . Dunatone 

Mr s H. Lidgett 
Revd J . M. Lloyd 
Mrs M. Macleod 
Re vd D. C. Morgan 

29 

Mrs E.M. Steel 
Revd R. Whitehead 
Revd C.L. Tayl or 

Revd B. T ettey 
Revd S .M. Thornton 
Revd S . Wilton 
l vacancy 

Mrs . M. Marsden 
Revd Dr L. Ne111bigin 
Mias P. Robinson 

Dr E.J . Welford 
1 vacancy 



CHURCH AND SOCIETY 

Chairman : Revd J . Johansen-Berg - 1979 
Secretary : The Departmental Secretary 

CENTRAL COMMITTEE 

Provincial Representatives 

I VII Mr C. George 
II Revd A. Hodgson VIII Mr D. Peck 

Ill Revd H, Starr IX Revd S. Haine 
IV Revd . J . R, Parker x Revd G.J • Tate 
v Revd D. Morris XI Revd D. Forrester 

VI Mrs J . Loveitt XII Revd D. T, Francis 

together with t he Revds A.J. Addy, P. Brain, Mr P. J. Bunker, Mr R. Clarke, Revd D.V . Clarke, 
Mr A. J . Curry, Mr R. Hine, Revds E.F . Jones, R.W . H. Jones, Dr Alwin Latham 

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT 

Chairman : Mr L.R. Palmer - 1979 {Honorary Treasurer of the Church) 
Secretary: The Departmental Secretary 

CENTRAL COMMITTEE 

Provincial Representatives 

I Revd Dr A.R. Ritchie VII Mr J. Henderson 
II Mr G, Butterworth VIII Mr P. Hamblin 

III Mr M. Emlyn IX 
IV Mr J . E.M. Gilbey x Mr R.S . Martin 

V Mr F . Cooper Watson XI Mrs C.M. Dicke:.i.~san 

VI Mr H. E. Greening XII Miss M. Jones 

together with the Chairmen of the Committees \!fithin the Department 

TREASURERSHIP 

Chairman' Mr J . E. Hooper - 1981 
secretary: The Chief Accountant 

Mr F .H. Bennet t 
Mr r . H. Brooman 
Mr G, Burwood 
Mr J.A. Cumming 

Mr K.M. Kirby 
Mr T. W. Macdonald 
Mr R.S . Martin 
Mr L. Macro 

MAINTENANCE OF THE MINISTRY 

Chair man: 
Secretarr;: 

Mr F .H. Bennett 
Mr A. S. Chapman 
Revd Anita Evans 
Mr J.E.M. Gilbey 
Mr J , R. Gow 

WELFARE AND EMERGENCIES 

Mr R.C .N. Tinsley - 1983 
The Departmental Secretary 

Mr K.L. G. Hales 
Revd Kathleen Hendry 
Revd W. Hughes-Ed~ards 
Revd R.l·l.H . Jones 
Mr T .N . Kilby 

chairman' Revd D.A. Smith - 1982 
Secret ary: The General Secretary 

Mr 0, Turner 
Sir Alan Wilson 
l vacancy 

Revd T. Russell 
Revd P. E. \•ladey 
Revd J .D. Waller 

Revd J , Hislop Revd B, Reita Sear le 
Mr K.E . G. Paddon Revd L.A. Stringer 
Mrs A. Sel1:1yn Roberts 

UNIFIED APPEAL 

Chairman: Mr G. Vaughan Davies - 1979 
Secretary: The Chief Accountant 

Revd N.J.fl. Appleton 
Mr C. Beety 
Mr M. Emlyn 
Revd L.A . Fleming 

Mr B.\·I. Fl ynn 
Revd S . O. Jones 
Mr J. H. Paterson 
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Revd J . T i cehurst 
Mrs M. Wildgoose 
l vdcancy 



DEVELOPMENT IN NEW AREAS AND CARE OF EXISTING CHURCH BUILDI NGS 

Chairman' Revd R.G. Walker - 1979 
Secretary: The Departmental Secretary 

Revd J . L. Armour 
fir C. Bacon 
Mr F . Cooper Watson 
Mr 11.C. Hammond 

EXECUTIVE 

Chairman : 

Mrs M. Herbert 
Revd II . Hicks 
Mr R. N. Houston 
Revd A. C. Mellor 

OTHER COMMITTEES 

The Moderator of the General Assembly 

Mr M. Foster Taylor 
(Property Consultant) 

Revd H. lhckham 
Revd J.H . Williams 

Four representatives from each Province, including the Moderators, end two persons appointed 
by each of the four Departments (other than the Chairmen end Secretaries) . 

Members ex officiis . The Moderator-elect cf the General Assembly , the immedi ate past Moderator 
t he Clerk end General Secretary, the Assi stant r.1erk, the Legal Advisers , the Chairmen of the 
Business, Applications and Nominations Committees , the Chairmen and Secretaries of the four 
Departments, the Secretary of the Nominations and Business Co1M1ittees . 

BUSINESS 

Chairman' Revd H.S. Roes - 1978 
Secretar!J: The Administrative Secretary 

together with the Moderator, the Moderator-elect, the immediate past Moderator , the Clerk and 
General Secretary, the Deputy General Secretary, the Assistant Clerk, the Chairmen of the four 
Departments and the Chairmen of the Nominations snd Applications Committees . 

APPLICATIONS 

Chairman' Revd H.M. Springbett - 1979 
Secretary : The General Secretary 

together with the Moderator, the Moderator- elect, the immediate past Moderator , the Legal 
Advisers , and the Chairmen of the Applications Committee of each Province (or his deput y). 

NOMINATIONS 

Chairman: 
Secretary : 

Revd A. J.G . lialker - 1979 
The Administrative Secretary 

together "ith the Moderator 1 the Moderator- elect , the immediate past Moderator , the Clerk end 
General Secretary , the Chairmen of the four Departments, and the Provincial Moderators end one 
other representative f rom each Synod . 

PUBLICATIONS AND PUBLICITY 

Chairman' Revd E.A. Benyard - 1983 
Secretary: The Secretary for Publications and Publicity 

Revd D.W. Ager 
Mr R. Caffyn 
Revd T .A. Chadwick 
Revd Dr R. Duce 

Revd T. C. Micklem 
Mrs P. Pavitt 
Revd C. E. C. Richards 
Mrs M. Schofield 

together ~ith the Departmental Secretaries ex officiis . 

Edi.torial Advisory Board 

Revd T.C. Micklem (Chairman) end Miss D.J. Biggs - 1978 
Revds P. Nash and Kath"yn M. Cheg111in - 1979 
Re\'d K. llads.,orth and Mr R. L. Broughton - 1980 
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Mrs J . Loveitt 
Mr T . Ian M. Smith 
l vacancy 



CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 

Chairman' Mr R. S. Martin - 1981 
Secretary: Revd C .K. Meechin 

Revd D. Sale 
Revd G .F. Barrow 
Revd C. Baxter 
Mr A.E . Checkland 
Revd Stella Beare 

DEPLOYMENT 

Revd M. J . Davies 
Revd 0. C .M. Gardner 
Revd K.L. Lee 
Mr L. R. Pal mer 

Chairman' Revd A.G. Burnham - 19B} 
Secretary' Revd J.N. Beard - 1981 

Re vd G.E .H. Roper 

Revd J .B. Simpson 
Revd G. Tillison 
Revd J. T. Yates 

Revd O.J . O. Baker 
Revd C.C. Franks 
Revd R .D. Latham 
Revd A. L. Macarthur 

Revd R. Royston Bishop 
Revd T. Russell 

Revd E.W. Todd 
Mr P. Wade 
Miss A.J . Welford 

Mr R. C. N. Tinsley 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE 

JOINT COMMITTEE FOR NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST AND THE UNITED 
REFORMED CHURCH 

Revd Dr N. Goodall 
Revd Professor M.H. Cressey 
Revd Dorothy Havergal-Sha~ 

Revd Dr J. Huxtabl e 
Revd A. L. Macarthur 
Revd Dr K. Slack 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH ON OTHER BODIES 

1 . CHURCH BODIES 

British Council of Churches 

Dr C. Binfield , the Revus Professor M.H. Cressey, Or J. Huxtable, J .P. Reardon, A.L. Macarthur 
l vacancy 

Churches' Consortium on Industrial Mission: The Revds J.P. Reardon, R.t. Taylor 
Co1t111unity and Race Relations Un.1.t - Churches' consultative Croup: Revd J .P. Reardon 
British Churches Housing Trust: Mr M. foster Taylor, Mr C. Bacon 
Churches' Croup on Ministry to Children: Revds C.K. forecast , O.A. Pratt 
Christian Aid Scholarships Committee: Revd P.C. Jupp 
Women's Inter Church Consultative Committee: Mrs S .M. Tull 
Consultative Committee for Local Ecumenical Projects in England: Revds P.S. Chesney , 
A. L. Macarthur 

(Appointed by the British Council of Churches on the nomination of the URC: 

Divisions: 

Ecumenical Affairs: Revds Professor M. H. Cressey, M. J . Davi es, A. L. Macarthur 
Community Affairs: Revd J . Johansen-Ber g, Mr R Clarke, Or C. Binfiel d 
International Affairs: Revds B. Anderson , J, P. Reardon) 

Free Church federal Council 

The representatives to the British Council of Churches (above), together with Mrs J. Armou1., 
Mrs R. Goodfello~ , Mrs J , T. Horgan, the Revds R.H . Norman and R. Whitehead ( l vacancy) 

Chaplaincy Board: Revds H.A. Jacqu~t, L . A. Stringer 
Education Committee : Revds Aubrey D. Le1.t1is, C.K. Forecast end M.O. Whitehorn 
Joint Education Policy Committee: Revd M.0 . Whitehorn 

Churches 1 Unity Commission 

Revds Professor M.H. Cressey , C.A. Haig , A.L. f'tacarthur, Dr K. Slack , Mrs E.M . Steel. 
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2. OTHER COMMITTEES AND NATIONAL ORGANISATIONS 

AgtM and Infirm Ministers' Fund: Hr f . J . Breybrooks (Trustee), Mr L. Macro (Hon . Treasurer), 
Revd R. L. Richards ,Mrs £. Salisbury 
Bo1JS' Brigade URC Council of Companies: Revds M.J. Davies, H. Maclagan 
British Lessons Council: Revds E.S. Allen, D.H. Hilton , C.K. forecast, G. Jenkins 
Christian Education Movement: Revd R. Tomes 
Church Hymnary Trust' Mr J. McVitie, Mr A.G . Wilson 
Churches ' Council on Gambling: Revde J.P. Reardon, A, Whillis 
Churches' Main Committee: Mr N.A. Pooler, Mr M. Foster Taylor , Revd E.W. Todd 
Churches' Advisory Panel of the Boys' Brigade: Revd M.J. Davies 
Churches' Council for Health and Healing: Revds C .K. Meechin, A. Whillis 
Girl Guides' Religious Advisor!} Pa.Ml: Revd Gillian Bobbett 
Inter-Church Drama Consultative Croup - 'Radius': Miss S . Fairbairn 
International Consultation on English Texts: Revd D. Mcllhagga 
Joint Committee on the New English Bible: Re vd Pr ofessor J.C. 0 1Neill (alternate: 
Joint Editorial Board 'Putners in Learning' : Revd C.K. Forecast Revd R.K. Scopes) 
Joint Liturgical Group: Revds R.A. Davies , D. Hcllhagga 
National Christian Education Council: Revds D.H. Hilton , C.K. forecast 
National Council of Social Se rvice: Revd J .P. Reardon 
Scouts • Religious Advisory Board: Mr O.M. Jones, Revd P. Poulter 
Scout and Guide Fellowship (URC): Revd M.J. Davies 
Society for the Ministry of Women: Revd Barbara Meachin 
Temperance Council of the Christian Churches: Revds M.0. ~lhitehorn , J.P . Reardon, 
H. A. Jacquet , G.J. Tate 
Union of Welsh Independents Council: Revds T. Glyndwr Jones, W.G. Hughes- Edwards, 
United Navy, Army and Air Force Board: Revds L.K. Darbyshire , A.L. Macarthur, £.P . Schofield 
E.W. Todd 
United Reformed Church History Society: Revd P .C. Jupp, A.L. Macarthur , J.E. Newport , E.W. Todd 
Wharton Trust: Mr A.G. Eselemont 1 1 vacancy 
Widows• Fund of the Three Denominations: Revd R.J. Hell, Hr L. Macro, Revds L.A. Stringer, 
E.W. Todd 
h'omen 1 s World Day of Prayer committee : Mrs A. Whillis 

3. COLLEGE AND SCHOOL GOVERNORS AND COUNCILS 

Bala-BllJlgo" Revd E .M, Jeremiah 
BJ.shop 's Stortford College : Mr 0 . A. Lundie 
Caterham School, Board of Governors; Revd T. Perry, Mr G.R. Mallett (Hon . Treasurer) 
Cheshunt College , Cambridge: Revd R.O . Latham, Hr S .H. Burns 
congregational College, Manchester: Revd R.O. Latham, Revd \~ .N . Leak 
Homerton College , Cambridge, Trustees: Mrs J . Boulind , Revd C. J . Buckingham, Revd A.J. Coates 
Hr f .t . C. Edmonds, Revd J . E. Ne"J>Ort, Mrs. H.S. Stanley, Ravd R.E. Taylor, Dr R. Watson 
Hanstield College , Oxford: Hr J. Currber , Revd Dr N. Goodall, Dr D. Harrison, Revds R.W. Hugh 
Jones, J . P . Lee- Woolf, Mr P, Spicer 
Hilton Mount Foundation, Governor s: Mr J . D. Green, Mrs O.K. Stanley, Miss Ruth Thompson, 
Mr N. Micklem, Mr J , f. ford 
Queen's College , Birmingham: Revd Or N. Goodall (Governor), Revd R. O. Latham (Governor end 
Member of Council) 
St . Andrew's Hall, Selly Oak: Revd B. Anderson, Miss V.A. Collins, Revd C.K. Meechin 
Silcoates School, Governor: Professor J.R. Wilkie 
Springhill College Endowment (M11J1sfield College): Mr f,H. Bennett , Revd \i . W. Biggs, Mr. K. 
Corley, Mr . R. A. Heritage , Revds M.f. Hubbard, R.W.H . Jones 
.swanse• College: Revd C.H. Grant, Hrs J . T. Morgan 
Tettenhall College, Governors: Mr F .H. Bennett , Revd J.C. Caq>bell, Dr J.f. Gallol:fey, 
Mr A. Stephens 
Wentworth Milton Mount, Governor: Revd P.S . Chesney 
h'esthill College or Education council: Mr . J , Payne (Governor and Trustee), Revd Professor 
J . E. Fenn (Governor) 

4. COUNCIL FOR WORLD MISSION 

Revd B. Anderson 
Revd S, !'Bare 

5 . MEMORIAL HA LL TRUST 

Mr F .H. Brooman 
Mr C. M. frank 
Mr J.E. Hooper 
Mr M. Kirby 
Mr f . W. Lodde 
Revd A.L. Macarthur 

Revd R. A.H. Bocking 
Mr A. J . Curry 

Mr L.R. Palmer 
Mr N. Pooler 
Mr f . Riceman 
Mr P . A. Simpson 
Revd E.W. Todd 
Revd J . White 
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ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 1976 

NOTES 

1. On the 5th January 1977 The Charity Corrmissioners made an order following the 
provisions of t he United Reformed Church Act 1972 in which the assets of the 
fo rmer Congl'egational Church were apportioned between the United Reformed 
Church and those former Congregational Churches tha t had not joined the United 
Reformed Church The consequences of this division were r.ot anticipated in 
the accounts in previous years except for income received on the assets 
apportioned to Non Uniting Churches since the date of the union . However, 
since the order of the Charity Commissions is now known, full provision has 
been made in these Accounts for the assets passing to the Non Uniting Churches 
which consists of 18.2% of the assets of the former Congregational Church as 
at Sth October 1972 with the exception of assets held fo r the Congregational 
Mi nisters' Pension, Congregational Pastors' Superannuation and Congregational 
Pastors ' Widows ' Funds . The basis of va luation for apportionment purposes 
has been a valuation of freehold and leasehold property made at 31st December 
lg7s. The Non Uniting Churches share of the properties has been purchased 
by the United Reformed Church for cash, and investments have been divided 
in spec ie. 

The order of the Charity Commissioners brought into being a number of new 
capital funds and combined the funds of many Sundry Trusts administered by the 
Congregational Union of England and Wa les Incorporated. The provisions of 
the order have been reflected in these accounts. In many cases the origi nal 
cost of the assets of the Sundry Trusts have not been readil y ascertainable 
and in such cases the cost of such assets has been taken as the valuation made 
at the 31st December 1975 in respect of freehold property and a valuation as 
at the 31st December 1976 in respect of investments. 

2. Except as stated above, all assets are included in the balance sheet at cost . 
Depreciation has been provided on the cost of fixed assets at various rates, 
so as to write off their cost over their expected useful life. No provision 
has been made for depreciation on property . 

3. l·Jestminster College and buildings and contents are not included in the bal ance 
sheet on page 9, since the College was originally a gift to the Church ~nd its 
value is not readily ascertainable. 
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INCOME AND EXPEND ITU RE ~.CCOUNT FOR THE YEAR EMDED 31ST DECE~1BER 1976 
1975 1976 

£ £ 

Proceeds of Unified Appeal and Appeal for 
586,440 The Congregational Maintenance of the Mini stry Fund 651,453 

Other Income 
10,574 Tavistock Bookshop Profit 2'123 

1 ,522 URC Insurance Co.Ltd. 3,385 
29' 154 Dividends and interest 37 ,418 
4,941 Sundry Income 3,539 46,465 

632,631 697,918 

General Allocations 
Overseas Missions 300,000 

274 ,313 Less Sums specifically received 11 ,853 288 , 147 
3,000 Cliiirch Extension 5,000 

10,000 Westminster College 20,000 
77, 125 Maintenance of the Ministry 92 ,550 
17,334 Congregational Minist ers' Pension Fund 20,000 

Retired Ministers ' Aid and 1iidows' 
9,000 Supplementary Fund 6,000 

10,000 ~lelfare and Emergencies 11,000 

400, 772 442,697 

Departmental Costs: 
Costs Income Net 

16, 725 Genera l Secretary , Staff, Expenses 19,441 574 18,867 
11, l 57 Assembly Costs 11,994 11 '994 
37,886 Moderators 55,246 4,348 50,898 
11,026 Grants 10,298 10,291! 
24,454 Church Life Department General 31,646 1 ,959 29,687 

9,7D3 Deaconess 7,575 7,575 
11,545 Yout.h 10,449 206 10,243 
7,536 World Church & Mission Department 16,309 6,584 9,725 
6,789 Church and Society Department 7,755 160 7,595 

35,442 Fi nance and Administration Department 45,625 8,059 37,566 
17,566 Legal and Professional Costs 10,528 10,528 
29,037 General Office Costs 36,056 1 ,606 34,450 
10,633 Publications, Printing and Stationery 17 ,525 5,482 12,043 
__Li1__?_ Information Service 2,064 83 1,981 

230, 911 282,511 29 ,061 253,450 

631 ,683 Total Expenditure 696, 147 

£948 Net Surplus in year carried to Accumulated Fund ~ 
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DETAILS OF CHANGES IN FUNDS 

Year ended 31st December 1976 

Balance Net Net Transfers Balance 
1.1. 76 Income Ex pen di tu re 31.12 . 76 

CR CR DR CR 
CAPITAL FUNDS 

CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION 326 ,923 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
Maintenance of the Ministry 

Fund - Revenue l5 ,541Dr 
Ministerial Training Fund 419Dr 
General Fund - Revenue B5 ,226Dr 
Charles Davey Blake Trust 46 , l69Cr 
A.M .Wills Trust 964Cr 
Mrs.A.M.Harris Trust ll 6Cr 
Miss K.P.Kirsop Trust B2Cr 

Cost of CIF Units transferred to 
Non Uniting Churches 55,529 

Profit on sale of property 8,489 
Sum pa id to Non Uni ti ng Churches 

in respect of property 
owned 5th October 1972 50 ,030 175,998 

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY l ,007 1,007 

TRAINING AND MISSION 607 

Transfer per Apporti onmen t Scheme 
Ministerial Training Fund 607Dr 

MAINTENANCE OF THE MINISTRY 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
Central Fund 23l,668Cr 
Sir Frank Alexander Trust 35, 794Cr 
Alderman Perry Trust 95Cr 
George Salisbury Holiday Fund 538Cr 
Sir James Carmicha:l Fund 2,l26Cr 
Pastors Insurance Aid Society 3,214Cr 

Transfer from Trusts of the former 
Presbyterian Church 

Glen dyne 4,355Cr 
Lamont 366Cr 
Muter l0 ,788Cr 
Lady Ni vi son 763Cr 
Samuel White l77Cr 286 ,431 

Cost of CIF Units transferred to 
Non Uniting Churches 3,453 

MINISTERIAL TRAINING FUND 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
Ki ngs Weigh House Trust 33,588Cr 
West Hill Bursary 419Cr 
Training and Mission 607Cr 

Transfer from Trusts of the former 
Presbyterian Church 

Forward Fund 
Cost of CIF Units transferred to 

10,600Cr 45,057 

Nin-Uniting Churches 157 

Carried forward 328,537 8,489 109, 169 280,636 508,493 
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DETAILS OF CHANGES IM FUNDS 

Year ended 31st December 1976 

Balance Net Net Transfers Ba 1 ance 
1.1.76 Income Expenditure 31.12.76 

CR CR DR CR 

Brought forward 328,537 8,489 109, 169 280,636 508,493 

CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
Arthur Clegg Bowdler 22,198Cr 
Church Aid Fund 49,922Cr 
Church Building Fund 88,320Cr 
Hassel 1 Trust 2B9Cr 
Perry Trust 47Cr 
Kingsley Chapel Trust 362Cr 
Upper Bangor Church Fund 152Cr 
Wistow Church Fund 21Cr 

Transfer from Trusts of former 
Presbyterian Church 

Forward Fund 10,600Cr 171,911 

HOMES FOR RETIRED MINISTERS FUND 
Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 

Homes for Retired Ministers Trust 239,954Cr 
Fen Pl ace 52,670Cr 
D. Evans Fund 925Cr 
G.M.Lenwood Fund 333Cr 
Other transfers 4,502Cr 

Sums paid to Non Uniting Churches 
in respect of property 
owned 5th October 1972 31 ,643 266,741 

WELFARE FUND 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
P.E.B.Trust 2,798Cr 2,798 

FOWLER RELIEF IN NEED FUND 
Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 

A.H. & Muriel Fowler Trust 10,917Cr 10,917 

MINISTERS SCHOOLS FUND 
Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 

Schools Fund 39,033Cr 39,033 

FOWLER SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 

A.H.& Muriel Fowler Trust 10,916Cr 
E.M . Howell Trust 278Cr 
J .H.Howell Trust l ,052Cr 12 ,246 

32B,537 B,489 140,Bl2 Bl 5,925 l ,012, 139 
SPEC IAL FUNDS 

Home Churches Fund 2,397 2,397 
Maintenance of the Ministry 15,295 15,295Dr 
Training and Mission 492 492Dr 
Church Relations 80 BO 
Central Administration B9 B9 
Retirement Housing 7,176 7,176Dr 

25,529 22 ,963 2,566 
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DETAILS OF CHANGES IN FUNDS 

Year ended 31st December 1976 

Balance Net Net Transfers Balance 
1.1. 76 Income Expenditure 31 . 12. 76 

CR CR DR CR 

UNEXPENDED INCOME FUNDS 

General Purposes 11 7'121 
Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 

Manner i ng legacy 659 
Capital Fund 85,226Cr 

Transfer from Trusts of former 
Presbyterian Church 

Manse Repair Fund l,480Cr 
United Appeal 10,817Cr 
Blair Legacy l ,507Cr 
Car purchase loans 192Cr 

Legacies 27,200 
St.Ni cholas Church, Ipswich 6,500 
Provision for VAT 6,213 
Provision for Popla r debt 7,599 
Profit on sa le cf motor car 500 
Net surplus in year 1,771 237 ,B43 

MAINTENANCE OF THE MINISTRY FUND 

Balance at lst January 1976 of 
Maintenance of the Miniotry Fund 
of the former 

Congregational Church 57 ,978 
Presbyterian Church 128,472 

Former Presbyterian Fund Balance 
mai ntained separately 1,235 

Transferred from Funds of former 
Presbyter ian Church 

Johnson Trust l,134Cr 
Williamson Milne Trust 648Cr 
Blair Trust 745Cr 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
Maintenance of the Ministry Fund 15,541Cr 
Pasto rs Aid Insurance Society l ,962Cr 
Carmichael Trust 630Cr 
Alexander Trust 7,229Cr 
Central Fund 20,427Cr 
Church Aid Fund 4,575Cr 
G.Sal i sbury Trust 218Cr 
Alderman Perry Trust 44Dr 
A.M.\~ills Fund 105Dr 
A.M. Harris Trust 8Dr 
Hinchcliffe Legacy 377Dr 

Assessments and Contributions recei.ted 1,054,677 
Allocation from Unified Appeal 92,550 
Other Income 6,135 
Stipends µi.id 1,028,927 
Grants to Provinces 107' 115 
Other grants 13,926 
Al location to pension fund 12,500 228 ,684 

Special Fund (M.O .M.) 15 ,295Cr 
Motor car grants 2'150 13 , 145 

Carried forward 303,571 1,189,333 1,180,324 167 ,092 479,672 
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DETAILS OF C~ANGES It! FUNDS 

Year ended 31st December 1976 

Balance Net Net Transfers Balance 
l. l. 76 Income Expend i ture 31. 12. 76 

CR CR OR CR 

Brought forward 303,571 1,189,333 1,180,324 167,092 479 ,672 

MINISTERIAL TRAINING FUND 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
Kings Weigh House 985Cr 
Training and Mission Fund 492Cr l ,477 

CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
Al derman Perry Fund 210r 
A.C.Bowdler Fund 4l,689Cr 
Church Aid Fund 8,500Cr 
Kingsley Chapel Fund 43Dr 
Wistow Church Fund 5Cr 
Upper Bangor Church. Fund 610Cr 
Faulkner/Chilton Legacies 96Dr 
Church Building Fund 41 ,456Cr 92, 100 

HOMES FOR RETIRED MINISTERS FUND 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
Fen Pl ace 4,060Cr 
Homes for Retired Ministers Fund 20,511 Cr 
Len wood l30r 

Retirement Housing Fund 5, 179 7, l76Cr 36,913 

WELFARE FUND 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
Special Emergencies Fund l ,135Cr 
Welfare Fund (including P.E.B.Fund) l 5,744Cr 16,879 

FOWLER RELIEF IN NEED FUND 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
A.H. & Muriel Fowler Fund l ,879Cr 1,879 

MINISTERS SCHOOLS FUND 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
Schools Fund 5,845Cr 5,845 

FOWLER SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
A.H. & Muriel Fowler Fund 4,899Cr 
J.H.Howell Fund l,035Cr 
E.M.Howell Fund 268Cr 6 ,202 

303,571 l, 194 ,512 1,180,324 323 ,208 640,967 
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MOVEMENT IN EX PRESBYTERIAN FUNDS YET TO BE ALLOCATED - YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 1976 
c: 
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Balance 1st January 1976 

General Funds 32344 14803 9992 13563 29500 10839 111041 
Funds for Special Objects 104554 46438 197577 15185 1739 29558 1316 9863 262058 668288 
General Endowment Fund 18977 6290 20851 97570 6361 150049 
Endowment Fd.Speci al Objects 4242 12914 66428 2524 1160 80415 167683 

18977 115086 11 2547 197577 29988 1739 203548 14879 48248 11999 262058 80415 l 097061 
Add Legacies l 000 5429 800 1176 776 9181 

..,. Allocation from 
Unified Appeal 5000 20000 25000 

Excess of Receipts 
over Payments 1301 5333 13921 822 156 6978 10 3887 714 11629 2102 46853 

Transfer f r om other Fds 1235 1235 
Profit of Sale of 

Investment. (729) 636 ___ _193) 

20212 115658 118880 221927 30810 1895 231962 14889 53311 13489 273687 82517 1179237 
Less Excess of Payments 
----OVer Receipts 6020 6179 19905 101 144 952 33301 

Transfer to other Funds 18977 22593 1000 12605 55175 

1235 87045 112701 221927 30810 1895 211057 14889 53311 13388 260938 81565 1090761 

Balance 31st December 1976 
General Funds 1235 35010 15625 1895 10388 13563 33328 12329 123373 
Funds for Specia l Objects 77640 42572 221927 15185 35545 1326 10869 260938 666002 
General Endowment Fund 4783 20851 98207 6361 130202 
Endowment Fd.Special Objects 4622 14268 66917 2753 1059 81565 171184 

1235 87045 112701 221927 30810 1895 211057 14889 53311 13388 260938 81565 1090761 



CENTRAL ACTIVITIES 

1975 
£ 

328,537 
25, 529 

3D3, 571 
l,097,061 

£1 ,754,698 

67,460 
201 ,737 
10, 150 

26 ,468 

325,648 
539, '130 
28,420 

2,500 

76, 124 
5,326 

32,610 

333,234 
l ,096, 143 

{190,982) 

(799,270) 

£1, 754 ,698 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

Capital Funds 
Special Funds 
Unexpended Income Funds 
Ex Presbyterian Funds, yet to be classi f ied 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Fixed Assets at cost 

Church House 
Freehold Property 
Leasehold Property 
Freehold Ground Rents 

Pages 37 /38 
Page 38 
Pages 39/40 
Page 41 

Motor Cars , Furniture, Fixtures and Fittings 
Less Sums written off 

Quoted Investments - at cost 

67,460 
457,744 
32,650 
15,439 
~ 
24,6~ 

Market Value Market Value 
281 ,904 Common Investment Fund 705,231 799,968 
525, 022 Investment Pool 503,508 535,644 

31 ,454 Other quoted Investments 66,466 68 ,643 

£838,380 £1,275,205 

Unquoted Investments - at cost 

Loans and Advances 
Churches 133 ,377 
Ministers ___h9E 

Net Assets of Tavistock Bookshop 

Current Assets: 
Sundry Debtors 297,476 
Cash at Bank, on call and short term deposit 1,406,708 

1,704, 184 
Less Sundry Creditors 425,497 

Bal ance held for Provinces 
and Congregations 713,716 l, 139,213 

42 

1976 
£ 

l ,012, 139 
2,566 

640,967 
l ,090, 761 

£2,746,433 

573,293 

31,292 

l ,404 ,255 

7,600 

137 ,289 
27,733 

564 ' 971 

£2,746,433 



... 

CENTRAL ACTIV ITIES - STATEf"'ENT OF SOL1RCE MID APPLI CATION OF FUNDS 
Year ended 31st December 1976 

SOURCE OF FUNDS 
Net Surplus of Income over Expenditure 

Central Activities 
Adjustment for items not involving 

movement of funds: 
Depreciation 

1,771 

6,513 
Grants re property & loans 3 '739 l 0,252 

Maintenance of the Ministry 
Retirement Housing Fund 
Ex Presbyterian Funds 

Charity Commissioners' Order* 
Total Assets introduced 
Less paid to Non-Uniting Churches 
-- for share of assets not 

t ransferred in specie 

Proceeds f rom sale of 
Property 
Other Fixed Assets 
Investments 

Tavistock Bookshop 

Repayment of loans and advances 
Less advances made 

Legacies and gifts 
Legacies 
Proceeds of sale of St.Nicholas Church 
Proceeds of sale of motor ca r 

-
12,023 
26,067 
5,179 

37,552 

992 ,517 

96 ,813 

18,811 
2,440 
6,332 

11 '593 
1 ,325 

36,381 
6,500 

500 

80,821 

895,704 

27,583 

4,877 

10,268 

43,381 

£1 ,062 ,634 
* NET ASSETS ACQUIRED FOLLOWING CHARITY COMMISSIONERS' ORDER 

APPLICATION OF FUNDS 
Acquisition of Property 

Per Charity Commissioners' Order* 
Other 

Acquisition of Other Fixed Assets 
Per Charity Conmissioners' Order* 
Other 

Acquisition of Quoted Investments 
Per Charity Commissioners' Order* 
Other 

Acquisition of Loans 
Per Charity Commiss ioners' Order* 

Allocation to Pension Fund from the 
Mai ntenance of the Mi nist ry 

CHANGE OF LIQUIDITY 
As at 31st December 1976 

Cash and Debtors 
Provisions adjusted 

Deduct : creditors 

As at 31st December 1975 
Increase in net l iquid funds 

Property 
Other 
Quoted Investments 
Loans 

262,290 
l , 365 

513.406 
67 , 746 

147 ,710 
Churches (96 ,813) 

Cash 
To Non-Uniti ng 

£895. 704 

262,290 
44 ,082 306 ,372 

1,365 
12,411 13,776 

513 ,406 
~ 522,582 

67 .746 

12,500 

922 ,976 

1,704,184 
13,812 

1 ,717,9% 
1, 139,213 

578,783 
439,125 
--- 139 ,658 

-
£1 ,062 ,634 



COMMON I NVESTMErH FUMD 

1975 
£ 

1 ,749,560 

11,241 

£1 ,760,801 

1,579,353 
180,000 

1,448 

£1. 760 ,801 

l ,362 ,367 
181,448 

£1,543 ,815 

159,565 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

Uni ts 

CAPITAL AT 1st January 1976 
Units issued in year 

l ,675,527 

Units cancel l ed in year 
Loss on sa le of investments 

18, 193 

(178,600) 

CAPITAL AT 31st December 1976 1,515 , 120 

Special Reserve Fund 
Balance at 1st January 1976 
Underwriting commission received 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Investments at cost 
Money on short term deposit 
Balance wi th Bankers 

The units in issue at 31st December 1976 were 
valued as follows: 

Market Va l ue of investments 
Uninvested cash (including short term deposit) 

1,675,527 
£0 . 92139 

Units in issue 
Unit Value 

1,515, 120 
£0.87697 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends and Interest received 

Distribution made 
1 ,675 ,527 Units at £0.0875 

18,193 Units at £0.0275 

156,628 
86,522 

11,241 
2,521 

75 ,000 
~) 

146 ,617 
___§_QQ 

1976 
£ 

1,749 ,560 
15,314 

1,764,874 

243, 150 

1,521,724 

13 ,762 

£1 ,535 ,486 

1,476,000 

59,486 

£1,535 ,486 

1,269 ,222 
59,486 

£1,328,708 

147,117 

£ £ ---
Note. Distributions were made in the year as follows: 

January to March 
April to June 
July to September 
October to December 

£0.0149 
£0.0267 
£0.0184 
£0.0275 

£0 .0875 

44 

25 ,019 
44 ,719 
30,812 
46 ,567 

£147 ,117 



I NVESTMEtlT POOL 

1975 

396,525 

327 ,577 

42 

724,144 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL AT 1st January 1976 
Write up value of investments at 

13th December 1974 to cost 
Units issued in year 
Units cancelled in year 

Less loss on sale of investments 

Special Reserve Fund 
158 Bal ance at 1st January 1976 

722,051 
5,835 

(3,584) 

£724,302 

588,818 
~ 

591 ,069 

61,257 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Investments at cost 
Income Tax Recoverable 
Balance with Bankers 

The units in issue at 31st December 1976 were 
valued as follows: 

Market value of investments 
Uninvested cash 

554,969 Units in i ssue 
£1.065 Unit Value 

573 ,067 
£1 .027 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends and interest received 

Distribution made 
554,969 Units at £0.1070 

2,542 Units at £0.0351 
18,241 Units at nil 

(1975 £0 .1104) 

593 ,65 
89 

Not e. Distributions were made in the year as foll ows: 

January to March 
April to June 
July to September 
October to December 

£0 .0163 
£0. 0322 
£0.0234 
£0.0351 

£0.1070 

45 

9,021 
17 ,898 
12,978 
19,557 

£59,454 

1976 
Units £ 

554,969 724'144 

20,783 21,229 
(2,685)~ 

573 ,067 

573 ,067 

742,616 
41 ,232 

701 ,384 

158 

£701,542 

673. 910 

27 ,632 

£701 • 542 

560 ,753 
27 ,632 

588,385 

59 ,454 

59,454 

_£ __ 



RETIRED MltHSTERS ' AID FUND 

1975 
£ 

53, 197 
8 ,621 
1, 500 

63,318 
8 

63,310 

31,250 
1,000 

£95,560 

71,455 

3 ,623 
2,997 

6,620 
850 

1, 166 
B,000 

160 

16,796 
(l, 178) 
(6,997) 

£8,621 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 
Add Net excess of income over expenditure in year 

Legacy 

Less l oss on sale of investments 

ENOO\o,MENT FU NO 
Balance at 1st January 1976 
Add Amount received ir year 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Investments at cost 
M.V. 1975 £70,272 

1976 £67 , 257 
Ba 1 ance with Bankers 

Income and Expenditure Account for year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends and interest 
General fund investments 
Endownent Fund investments 

General interest 
Receipts from Trusts 
Allocation from Unified Appeal 
Donations 

Less Grants 
-- Al location to Pension Fund 

Excess of income over expenditure in year 

46 

1976 
£ 

63 ,310 
7,706 

55 

71 ,071 

71,071 

32,250 
1,000 33 ,250 

£104 ,321 

71,455 

32,866 

£104 ,321 

3,692 
2,904 

6,596 
3 ,311 9,907 

1,082 
4,500 

51 

15 ,540 
930 

6,904 7,834 

£7 ,706 



WIDOHS I SUPPLEMENTARY FUtlD 

1975 
£ 

7,595 
1,000 
~) 

4,058 

386 
250 

1,000 
98 

1,734 
2,020 

£(286) 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAP ITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 
Add Legac i es received in year 
- Net surplus in year 

REPRESENTED BY: 
3501 Pool Uni ts 
M.V. 1975 £3,729 

1976 £3,595 
Balance with Bankers 

Income and Expenditure Account for year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends 
General interest 
Allocation from Unified Appeal 
Donations 

Less Grants paid 

Net Surplus in year 

47 

8 ,309 
31 

351 

1976 
£ 

8 ,691 

£8 ,691 

4,058 

4 ,633 

£8,691 

374 
425 

1,500 
102 

2,401 
2,050 

£351 



PASTORS' SUPERAMMUAT!Otl FUMD 

1975 
£ 

291 ,478 

11,879 
3,398 
4,021 

10,948 

£321,724 

308 ,342 

~ 

£321,724 

30,775 
2,277 

245 

33 ,297 
22,349 

£10,948 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 

ACCUMULATED FUND 
Balance at 1st January 1976 
Legacies received in year 
legacies Equalisation Fund 
Net excess of income over expenditure in year 

REPRESENTED BY: 
338470 CIF Units 
MV 197 5 £2 99, 1 02 

1976 £296,831 
Balance with Bankers 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends from Coornon Investment Fund 
Allocation from Harrison Longhurst Hill Trust 
Other income 

less grants 

Excess of income over expenditure in year 

48 

30,246 
1 ,652 

1976 
£ 

291,478 

9,890 41 ,788 

£333 ,266 

320,000 

13,266 

£333 , 266 

28,787 
3,398 
~ 
33 ,466 
23, 576 

£9,890 



PASTORS I WIDOWS' FUND 

1975 
r 

158,302 

25 '790 
11,730 
3 ,016 
~ 

£201 ,960 

196 ,344 

~ 

£201 ,960 

18,608 
2,277 

985 

21,870 
18 ,748 

£3, 122 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 

ACCUMULATED FUND 
Balance at 1st January 1976 
Legacies Equalisation Fund 
Legacies received in year 
Net excess of income over expenditure in year 

REPRESENTED BY: 
211771 CIF Units 
M. V. 1975 £191 , 122 

1976 £185,719 
Balance with Bankers 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends from Common Investment Fund 
Allocation from Harrison Longhurst Will Trust 
Other income 

Less grants 

Excess of income over expenditure in year 

49 

43,658 

2,656 
2,433 

1976 
r 

158,302 

48,747 

£207. 049 

200,000 

~ 

£207 '049 

18,271 
3,397 

425 

22 ,093 
19,660 

£2 ,433 



f'1INISTEP.S' \·IIDOWS' JI.ND ORPHANS' PENSION FlltW 

1975 
£ 

959,002 
894 

43 ,700 

l ,003 ,596 
6,502 

997,094 

5 ,359 

£1,002,453 

946,812 
5,359 

38 ,491 
12,096 

(305) 

£1,002,453 

77. 560 
327 

6,975 
34,696 
12,500 

6,997 
518 

139,573 
(82,932) 
(10,441 ) 
~) 

£43, 700 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 
Add Legacies received in year 
- Excess of income over expenditure in year 

Less 1 oss on sale of investments 

ENDO\MENT FUND 
Balance at 1st January 1976 
Less loss on sale of investments 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Investments at cost - General Fund 

Endo~rnent Fund 
M . V • 1 97 5 £831 , 115 

1976 £850,476 
Balance with Bankers 
Debtors 

Less Creditors 

Income a nd Expend iture Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends and interest 
Gener al Fund investment 
Endownent Fund investments 
Genera l interest 

Premiums 
Contributions from Maintenance of the Ministry Fund 
Allocation from Retired Ministers' Aid Fund 
Donations 

Less Pensions 
-- Refunded contributions 

Office charges 

Excess of income over expenditure in year 

50 

997 ,094 
2,565 

23 ,664 

1 ,023 ,323 
77,338 

5,359 
2,245 

938,253 

~ 

8 ,059 

8,059 
327 

81,214 
164 

105,676 
9,184 
3,285 

1976 
£ 

945. 985 

~ 
£949,099 

941 ,3 67 

__!_;1_E 

£949,099 

Bl ,378 
40,909 
12,500 

6 , 904 
118 

141 ,809 

118, 145 

£23 , 664 



COtlGREGATIONAL MINISTERS' PENS ION FUND 

1975 
f 

524 ,039 

106, 11 9 

~) 

f628,568 

456,671 

176,063 
~) 

£628,568 

49,618 
76,618 
17,334 

143,570 
(34 ,648) 
(l ,662) 

(692) 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 
Legacy received 
Excess of income over expenditure i n year 

Less loss on sale of investments 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Investments at cost 
M.V . 1975 £388,508 

197 6 f468 ,366 
Balance with Bankers 
Less Credi tors 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year 
ended 31st Decenber 1976 

Dividends and Interest 
Contributions from Ministers and Churches 

Central Church Fu nds 

Less Pensions paid 
-- Premium refunds to mem bers on withdra~1al 

Co1T111utation payment 
Transfer values paid on withdrawal 

Management expenses 

Excess of income over expenditure in year 

51 

1976 
f 

628 , 568 
27 9 

109, 977 

110,256 
45,038 65,218 

f693 ,786 

520 ,362 

173,746 
322 173 ,424 

f693 ,786 

65,002 
71,273 
20 , 000 91,273 

156,275 
41 ,212 

1 ,617 
224 
~ 
44,201 

2,097 46,298 

£109, 977 



STAFF SUPERAMNUATION FUtlD 

1975 
£ 

46,746 

415 

£47, 161 

47 ,477 

1,935 
(2,251) 

£47, 161 

4,073 
897 

4,970 

4,495 

60 

4,555 

(£415) 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at lst January 1976 
Less loss on investment realised 4,532 
-- Excess of expenditure over income in year to date 329 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Investments at cost 
M.V. 1975 £51,067 

1976 £46,607 
Debtor 
Balance with Bankers 

Income and Expend i ture Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends from investments 
Contributions 

Pens ion Payments 
Payments made to deceased member's estate 
Reinsured life Assurance 

Net excess of expenditure over income in year to date 

52 

3, 149 
1,065 

60 

1976 
£ 

47, l 61 

4,861 

£42 ,300 

43 ,436 

3,069 
876 

3,945 

£3 29 



CONGREGATIOMAL MINISTERS FRIENDLY SOCIETY 

1975 
£ 

100 ,882 

~ 

95,753 

~ 

£98,253 

118 ,565 

(20,312) 

£98 ,253 

1,500 
9,036 
1,924 

12,460 

17 ,586 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 
Less loss on i nvestment realised 
-- Excess of expenditure over income 

in year to date 

REVENUE RESERVE 
Management Fund 

Balance at 1st January 1976 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Investments at cost 
M.V. 1975 £95,143 

1976 £92 ,643 
Less Balance with Bankers 
-- Sundry creditor 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Allocation from Home Churches Fund 
Interest from investments 
Premiums 

Less Annuities paid 
-- Premiums refunded 

Administration costs 

Excess of Expenditure over income 

53 

1,985 

7 , 251 

95,753 

9, 236 

25,678 
175 

17,435 
513 

1976 
r 

86,517 

2,500 

£89,017 

114 ,870 

25,853 

£89,017 

1,500 
9, 089 

112 

10, 701 

__ 4 17,952 



CENTRAL FUND FOR MINISTERIAL SUPPORT 

1975 
£ 

270,200 

12,847 

336 

283 ,383 

283,164 

219 ---

Balance Sheet as at 3lst 'December 1976 

CAP ITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 

REVENUE RESERVES 
Contingencies Fu nds 

Balance at 1st January 1976 
Special Emergencies fund 

Bal ance at 1st January 1976 

Less sums credited to Non Uniting Churches: 
-- Cost of 51,455 CIF Units 

Cash 

Sums credited to Maintenance of the 
Ministry Fu nd 

Cost of 231 ,481 CIF Units 
Cash 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Investment (1975 282,936 CIF Units) 

M.V. 1975 £260 ,694 
Balance with Bankers 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Net dividends from Common Investment Fund Units 

51,496 

12,847 

336 

40 51 , 536 

231,668 

1976 
£ 

270,200 

13 .183 

283,383 

_____!22. 231 ,847 283 ,383 

£ 

13,853 
13,853 sum transferred to the Maintenance of the Minist ry Fund 

20 ,248 
20 ,248 

£ 

54 



CHURCH A ID FUND 

1975 
£ 

61,046 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 

REVENUE RESERVES 
Accumulated Fund 

Bal ance at 1st January 1976 
Transfer part inc~~e for year 

2,004 Legacies received i n year 

Contingencies Fund 
7 ,386 Balance at l st January 1976 

Less Sums credited to Non Uniting Churches 
-- Cost of 12 ,736 C IF Units 

Cash 
12 ,925 

71 ,347 
_illl) 

£70,436 

3,484 

Sums credited to Church Extension Fund 
Cost of 57,567 CIF Units 

REPRESENTED SY: 
Investments (1975 70,303 CIF Units M.V. £65, 145 ) 
Balance with Bankers 

Income and Expenditure Account for year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends from Conman Investment Fund Units 
Less Transfer to Accumulated Fund 

Sum transferred to Maintenance of the Ministry Fund 

55 

205 

2,004 
497 
619 

3, 120 

7,386 

13,130 

58 ,422 

1976 
£ 

61,046 

10,506 

71 ,552 

71 ,552 

£ 

5,072 
497 



CHURCH BUILDIMG FUND <INCORPORATING THF. ENGLISH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
BUILDING SOCIETY) 

1975 
£ 

105,303 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 

1976 
r 

105 ,303 Balance at 1st January 1976 
Sale proceeds of Churches ~ 

33, 079 

15,439 
38,247 
20,202 
67 ,340 

986 
~) 

£138,382 

2. 997 
1, 162 

840 
4,289 
2,462 

11,750 
~ 

£6. 534 

ACCUMULATED ACCOUNT 
Ba l ance at 1st January 1976 
Surplus in year to date 

Less Sums credited to Non Uniting Churches: 
Cash value of certain assets 
Cost of 6,947 CIF Units 
Cost of £3,637 71% Cardiff stock 1977 
Cash 

Sums credited to Church Extension Fund; 
Loan Balances 
Cost of Ground Rents 
Cost of 31,254 CIF Units 
Value of £16,363 7i% Cardiff Stock 1977 

Less Cash transferred from Church 
-- Extension Fund 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Freehold ground rents at cost 
Investments (Value 1975 £35,202) 
Quoted Investments (Value 1975 £18,000) 
Loans to Churches 
Debtors 
Balance with Bankers 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends on Convnon Investment Fund Units 
Interest on other investments 
Loan interest 
Rents and Ground Rents 
Other income 

Grants to Churches 

Surplus in year 

56 

33 ,079 
11 ,673 

9,205 
6,955 
3,674 
2,749 22,583 

67,746 
15,439 
31,292 
16,528 

131,005 

~ 129,776 

r 

r 

107 ,607 

44. 752 

152,359 

152,3 59 

3 ,783 
1,668 
5,926 
4,337 

609 

16,323 
4,650 

£11 ,673 



WELFARE FUND 

1975 
£ 

300 

4,026 
499 

4,898 

9,723 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAP ITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st Janua ry 1976 

REV EN UE RESERVE 
Accumulated Fund 

Balance at 1st January 1976 
Add Legacies received in year 
- Surplus in year to date 

Less Sums credited to Non Uniting Churches 
Cost of 364 C!F Units 

(31) Cash 

2,000 
50 
33 

7,609 

£9 ,692 

158 
208 

1,990 
10,000 

12,356 
~ 

£4,898 

Sums credited to New Welfare Fund 
Cost of l ,636 CIF Units 
Cost of £250 3l% War Loan 
Cash 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Investments 

(1975 2,000 CIF Units value £1,843 
£250 3l% War Loan va lue £61) 

uebtors 
Balance with Bankers 

Income and Expenditure Account for year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends on C6mmon Investment Fund Units 
Other interest 
Donations 
Allocation from Central Funds 

Less Grants 

Surplus in year 

57 

9,392 
200 

6,388 

364 
172 536 

1,636 
50 

14,058 15 ,744 

£ 

£ 

1976 
£ 

300 

15,980 

16,280 

16 ,280 

153 
918 

2,285 
11 ,000 

14,356 
7,968 

£6,388 



ARTHUR CLEGG BOWDLCR FUMD 

1975 
r 

25,274 

14,649 

27 '112 
3 '721 

838 

(858) 

54,254 
16,482 

£70,736 

4 ,248 
843 

5,091 
1,370 

£3,721 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAP ITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 
Capital Introduced 

CAPITAL RESERVE 
Special Fund 

Balance at 1st January 1976 

REVENUE RESERVE 
Accumulated Fund 

Balance at 1st January 1976 
Surplus in year to date 
Creditors written back 

Less Sums credited to Non Uniting Churches 
-- Cost of 9 ,848 CIF Units 

Cash 

Sums credited to Church Extension Fund 
Cost of 44,303 CIF Units 
Cash 

REPRESENTED BY: 

9,867 
2,084 

44,387 
19,500 

Investments (1975 54,151 CIF Units Value £49,894) 
Balance with Bankers 

Income and Expenditure Account for year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends on Common Investment Fund Units 
Sundry income 

Less Grants paid 

Surplus in year 

58 

30,813 
4 ,314 

11 ,951 

63,887 

£ 

r 

1976 
£ 

25,274 
788 

26,062 

14 ,649 

35, 127 

75,838 

75,838 

3,878 
1,988 

5,866 
1,552 



HOMES FOR RETIRED MIN I STERS <FEN PLACE> 

1975 
r 

63 ,919 

5,000 

1,681 

60,465 
1,565 
7 ,307 

21 
2, 174 
~) 

£70 ,600 

16,514 
755 
750 

2,608 
1,576 

22 ,203 
(9,259) 
(5,798) 
(3,590) 
(6, 134) 
___lZ§l) 

£3,341 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Ba lance at lst January 1976 

REVENUE RESERVES 
Special Legacy 

Balance at 1st January 1976 
Accumulated Fund 

Less Sums 

Balance at 1st January 1976 
Legacies received in year 

Less deficit in year to date 

credited to Non Uniting Churches 
Cash in respect of certain assets 
Cost of 1 ,019 CIF Units 
Cash 

15, 140 
1,329 

_J_,2.U_ 

Sums credited to Homes for Retired Ministers Fund 
Cost of 4,585 C!F Units 5,978 
Cost of certain property 61 ,830 

Less sums credited from Homes for 
-- Retired Mi nisters Fund 

REPRESENTED SY: 
Freehold property at cost 

67,808 

11 ,078 

Furniture and Equipment at cost, l ess depreciation 
Investments (Value 1975 £5 ,163) 
Debtors and Payments i n advance 
Balance with Bankers 
Less Sundry Credi tors 

Income and Expenditure Account for year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Rents 
Visitors fees 
Garden Party 
Dividends and Interest 
Other income 

Less Staff Salaries 
-- Provisions and Laundry 

Maintenance 
Rates, Lighting heati ng and insurance 
Sundry expenses 

Deficit in year 

59 

1,681 
4,663 

6,344 
351 

18, 182 

11, 672 
7, 387 
l ,996 
5,974 
1,245 

r 

1976 
r 

63 ,919 

5,000 

5,993 

74,912 

23' 524 
644 
640 

1,837 
1,278 

27 ,923 

28 ,274 

£351 



TAVISTOCK BOOKSHOP 

1975 
£ 

26,036 
10,574 

36,610 
4,000 

£32 ,610 

3'115 
1,475 

l ,640 

19,860 
10 ,721 

25 
9,577 
7,000 

48 ,823 
16,213 

£32 ,610 

100 ,724 
(89,276) 
20,985 

32,433 
(13,909) 
(4 ,7 25) 

(183) 

(3,407) 

10,209 
365 

£10 , 574 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 
Net Profit in year to date 

Less sums withdrawn 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Furniture Fittings and Equirment at cost 
Less Depreciation 

Stock at lower of cost or market value 
Less provision for unsold books 

Debtors 
Cash in hand 
Balance at Bank - current account 
Balance at Bank - deposit account 

Less Creditors 

Trading and Profit and Loss Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Sales 
Stock and purchases 
Less closing stock 

Gross trading profit 
Less Salaries and wages 
-- Carriage and postage 

Depreciation 
Other expenses , including rent, advertising, 

audit etc. 

Interest received 

Net Profit in year 

60 

l 

1976 
£ 

32,610 
2, 123 

34,733 
7 ,000 

£27 ,733 

3' 11 2 
1 ,559 

1,553 
24,487 
_Lill 

23 ,362 
8,542 

45 
2,765 

34,714 
8,534 26, 180 

£27 ,733 

81,447 
80,590 
24,487 56,103 

25,344 
14,786 
4,546 

173 

4,174 23 ,679 

1,665 
458 

£2,123 



AUDITORS' REPORT 

Accounts fo r the year to the 31st December 1976 

We have examined the accounts of the United Ref ormed Church together wi th the notes 
thereon set out on pages 35 to 60- These have been prepared under the historical 
cost convention. In our opinion the accounts together with the statement of sources 
and application of funds are properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true and fair view 
of the state of the funds and are in accordance with the information and explanations 
given to us, and with the books of account . 

186 City Road, 
London, EClV 2NU 
May 1977 
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ROBSON RHODES 
Chartered Accountants 



LEGAC IES RECEIVED IN YEAR ENDED 31ST DECE~BER 197€ 

1 . CENTRAL ACTIVITIES 

The late A.D.Ball 
" Miss A.M.Beer 

Mrs. B. Davis 
E.H .Douglas 
Miss [.Erlebach 
G.M.Gerard 
Revd.J.S.Hutton 
D.A.B.Marples 
B .. w. Pi per 
M.M.Russell 
T.Smith 
E.Smithen 

2. OVERSEAS MISSION 

The late W.D.Taylor 

3. CHURCH EXTENSION 

The late H.H.Callister 

4. WESTMINSTER COLLEGE 

The late J.S.Maclean 
11 11 J .Ord 

E.Smithen 

5. WOMENS MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION 

The late M.E.M.Frood 
" " M.W.D.Paton 

6. WOMENS HOME CHURCH ASSOCIATION 

988 
2,200 

229 
4,703 

500 
700 
100 

12,000 
3,733 

79 
1,468 

-2.QQ 
£27,200 

250 
50 

500 

£800 

776 
400 

£1, 176 

The late M.E.M.Frood £776 

7. RETIRED MINISTERS ' AID 

The late J.Ord 

8. WOMENS SUPPLEMENTARY FUND 

The late J.Ord 

9. PASTORS' SUPERANNUATION FUND 

The late P.W.Townsend 
" " S. Bestwick 

Tax recovered 

£55 

£31 

200 
92 

1,360 

n ,652 

10. PASTORS' WIDOWS' FUND 

The late Mrs. G. Beard 100 
" " Miss M.M.J.Bailey 279 

Miss N. Deary 389 
Miss W.H.Leach 237 
J.L.Morgan 1,285 
Miss A.Stafford 101 
P. W. Townsend 200 
D.S. Twigg 65 

£2,656 

11. MINISTERS' WIDOWS' and ORPHANS PENSION 
FUND 

The late J.Brand 
" " A.P.Cudlipp 

Miss L.E .Dickson 
E.Smithen 
A.Wight 

742 
14 

1, 109 
500 
200 

£2,565 

12 . CONGREGATIONAL MINISTERS PENSION FUND 

The late Miss M.M.J.8ailey £279 

13. CHURCH AID 

The late S.F.Starkey 

14. WELFARE FUND 

The late P.W.Townsend 

15. FEN PLACE 

The late Miss E.Selby 
" " M.B.Wadey 

P.W.Townsend 
E.M.Saunders 

16. UNIFIED APPEAL 

The late A.S.Dewey 
" " C.S.C. Wood 

"A.W.West (C.W.M.) 

17. SUNDRY TRUSTS 

TOTAL LEGACIES 

62 

£619 

£200 

500 
2,463 

200 
1,500 

£4,663 

1,000 
3.094 

4,094 
2,000 

£6,094 

£500 



BUDGETS 1977 AND 1978 

Actual Budget Budget Budget 
1976 1976 1977 1978 

DEPARTMENTS Assembly and Central Services 
Central Secretariat 18,867 17 ,910 19,201 20, 100 
Assembly costs 11 ,994 13,000 14,000 15,000 
Moderators 50,898 49,016 55,774 64,700 
Professional Fees 10,528 12,000 13,000 18, 100 
Grants 10,298 102,585 10,500 11 ,500 13,000 

Church Life Department 
Genera 1 29 ,687 33,258 38,350 37,600 
Deaconess 7,575 9, 116 10,500 10,000 
Youth 10,243 47,505 10,468 12,575 13,500 

World Church and Mission Depart~ 
Genera 1 (Including C.W.M.) 297 ,872 306,250 338,325 359,350 

Church and Society Department 
Genera 1 7 ,595 8,908 9,600 10,200 

Finance and Administration Department 
General 37,566 45,000 51'175 56,400 

Publications and Publi city 12 ,043 19,216 17'175 16,000 
Information Service 1,981 1,600 1,800 2,600 

General Office costs 34,450 31,534 42,425 49,550 

541,597 567 '776 635,400 686, 100 

Less Maintenance of the Ministry 
-- Contributions to Ministerial 

staff sa 1 ari es (42,000) ( 49 ,000) 

593,400 637,100 

GENERAL ALLOCATIONS 
Church Extension 5,000 5,000 5,500 4,000 
Theological Traini ng 20,000 20,000 20,000 35 ,000 
Maintenance of the Ministry 
contributions to Professors' 
salaries (5,000) (9 ,000) 

Retired Ministers' Aid and Widows' 
Supplementary Fund 6,000 6,000 6,000 5,000 

Welfare and Emergencies 11 ,000 11 , 000 12,000 10,000 
Maintenance of the Ministry 112 ,550 112,550 
Contingencies 10,000 10,000 10,000 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 696,147 732,326 641,900 692, 100 

UNIFIED APPEAL 651,453 661,426 600,000 648 ,000 
Other Income 46,465 40,000 40,000 44, 100 

697,918 701,426 640,000 692,100 

Deficit 30,900 l ,900 
Surplus 1 ,771 

63 
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Notes 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 1976 

CONTENTS 

CENTRAL ACTIVITIES: 

Income and Expenditure Account 
Classified Funds 
Movement in Funds ex P.C.E. 
Central Balance Sheet 

OTHER ACCOUNTS 

Col!lllOn Investment Fund 
Investment Pool 
Retired Ministers' Aid Fund 
Widows' Suppl ementary Fund 
Pastors' Superannuation Fund 
Pas tors' Widows• Fund 
Ministers', Widows' and Orphans' Pension Fund 
Congregational Ministers' Pens ion Fund 
Staff Superannuation Fund 
Congregat ional Ministers' Friendly Society 
Centra 1 Fund 
Church Aid Fund 
Church Building Fund 
Welfare Fund 
Arthur Cl egg Bowdler Fund 
Homes for Retired Ministers (Fen Place) 
Ta vi stock Bookshop 
Legacies received 
Budget 

At the time t hat these accounts were finalised for printing the audit was not 
complete . The Auditors do not believe that any substantia l adjustments wil l 
be necessary. 
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10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 

The Chairman of the Treasurership Committee and the Chief Accountant wi 11 be 
available in Room 21 of the Central Hall be.tween l.30 and 3.00 p.m. on Wednesday 
May 4th to answer any questions about these accounts i n an informa l atmosphere. 



ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 1976 

NOTES 

l . On the 5th January 1977 The Charity Comnissioners made an order following the 
provisions of the United Reformed Church Act 1972 in which the assets of the 
former Congregational Church were apportioned between the United Reformed 
Church and those former Congregational Churches that had not joined the United 
Reformed Church The consequences of this division were not anticipated in 
the accounts in previous years except for income received on the assets 
apportioned to Non Uniting Churches since the date of the union. However, 
since the order of the Charity Comnissions is now known, full provision has 
been made in these Accounts for the assets passing to the Non Uniting Churches 
which consists of 18.2% of the assets of the former Congregational Church as 
at 5th October 1972 with the exception of assets held for the Congregational 
Ministers' Pension, Congregational Pastors' Superannuation and Congregational 
Pastors' Widows' Funds . The basis of valuation for apportionment purposes 
has been a valuation of freehold and leasehold property made at 31st December 
1975. The Non Uniting Churches share of the properties has been purchased 
by the Uni ted Reformed Church for cash, and investments have been divided 
in specie. 

The order of the Charity Comnissioners brought into being a number of new 
capital funds and combi ned the funds of many Sundry Trusts administered by the 
Congregational Union of England and Wales Incorporated. The provisions of 
the order have been reflected in these accounts. In many cases the ori gi na l 
cost of the assets of the Sundry Trusts have not been readily ascertainable 
and in such cases the cost of such assets has been taken as the valuation made 
at the 31st December 1975 in respect of freehold property and a valuation as 
at the 31st December 1976 in respect of i nvestments . 

2. Except as stated above, all assets are included i n the balance sheet at cost. 
Depreciation has been provided on the cost of fixed assets at various rates, 
so as to write off their cost over their expected useful life. No provision 
has been made for depreciation on property. 

3. Westminster College and bui ldings and contents are not included in the balance 
sheet on page 9, since the College was original l y a gift to t he Church and its 
value is not readily ascertainable. 
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENQED 31ST DECEMBER 1976 
1975 1976 

f f 

Proceeds of Unified Appea 1 and Appea 1 for 
586,440 The Congregational ~intenance of the Mini s try Fund 651,453 

Other Income 
10,574 Tavistock Bookshop Profit 2,123 
1,522 URC Insurance Co. Ltd. 3,385 

29, 154 Dividends and interest 37 ,418 

...hlil Sundry Income 3,539 46,465 

632,631 697 ,918 

General Al l ocations 
Overseas Hiss ions 300,000 

274 , 313 Less Sums specifically received ll ,853 288, 147 
3, 000 'OiUrch Extension 5,000 

10,000 Westminster College 20, 000 
77 , 125 Maintenance of the Ministry 92,550 
17 ,334 Congregational Ministers' Pension Fund 20, 000 

Retired Ministers' Aid and Widows' 
9,000 Supplementary Fund 6,000 

10 ,000 Wel fare and Emergencies ll ,000 

400, 772 442 ,697 

Departmental Costs: 
Costs Income Net 

16,725 General Secretary, Staff, Expenses 19,441 574 18,867 
ll, 157 Assembly Costs 11 ,994 ll ,994 
37,886 Moderators 55,246 4,348 50,898 
ll ,026 Grants 10,298 10,2911 
24 ,454 Church Life Department Genera 1 31,646 1 ,959 29,687 
9,703 Deaconess 7 ,575 7,575 

ll ,545 Youth 10,449 701> 10,243 
7 ,536 World Church & Mission Department 16, 309 6 .584 9, 725 
6,789 Church ahd Society Department 7,755 ~ -~i: 7 , 595 

35,442 Finance and Administration Depart ment 45 , 625 8,059 37,566 
17 , 566 Legal and Professional Costs 10,528 10, 528 
29 , 037 General Office Costs 36 ,056 1,606 34,450 
10, 633 Publications, Printing and Stationery 17,525 5,482 12,043 
1 ,412 Information Service 2,064 83 1,981 

230,911 282 ,511 29,061 253,450 

631,683 Tota 1 Expenditure 696,1 47 

£948 Net Surplus in year carried to Accumulated Fund £1 ,771 
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DETA ILS OF CHANGES IN FUNDS 

Year ended 31st December 1976 

Balance Net Net Transfers Balance 
1. 1. 76 Income Expenditure 31.12.76 

CR CR OR CR 

CAP ITAL FUNDS 

CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION 326,923 

Transfer ~er Apportionment Scheme 
Maintenance· of the Ministry 

Fund - Revenue 15,5410r 
Ministerial Training Fund 4190r 
Genera 1 Fund - Revenue 85 ,2260r 
Charles Davey Blake Trust 46, 169Cr 
A.M.Wills Trust 964Cr 
Mrs.A.M.Harris Trust 116Cr 
Miss K.P.Kirsop Trust 82Cr 

Cost of CIF Units transferred to 
Non Uniting Churches 59, 139 

Profit on sale of property 8,489 
Sum paid to Non Uniting Churches 

in respect of property 
owned 5th October 1972 50,030 172 ,388 

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 1 ,007 1,007 

TRAINING ANO MISSION 607 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
Ministeria l Training Fund 607Dr 

MAINTENANCE OF THE MINISTRY 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
Centra 1 Fund 231,668Cr 
Sir Frank Alexander Trust 35,794Cr 
Alderman Perry Trust 95Cr 
George Sali sbury Holiday Fund 538Cr 
Sir James Carmichal Fund 2,126Cr 
Pastors Insurance Aid Society 3 ,214Cr 

Transfer from Trusts of the former 
Presbyterian Church 

Glendyne 4 ,355Cr 
Lamont 366Cr 
Muter 1O,7B8Cr 
Lady Ni vi son 763Cr 
Samue 1 White 177Cr 289 ,884 

MINISTERIAL TRAINING FUND 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
Kings Weigh House Trust 33 ,588Cr 
Westhil 1 Bursary 419Cr 
Training and Mi ssion 607Cr 

Transfer from Trusts of the former 
Presbyterian Church 

Forward Fund 10,600Cr 45,214 

Carried forward 328 ,537 8,489 109,169 280,636 508,493 
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DETAILS OF CHANGES IN FUNDS 

Year ended 31st December 1976 

Balance Net Net Transfers Ba lance 
1.1. 76 Income Expenditure 31.12.76 

CR CR OR CR 

Brought forward 32B,537 8,489 109, 169 280 ,636 508,493 

CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
Arthur Clegg Bowdler 22, 198Cr 
Church Aid Fund 49,922Cr 
Church Building Fund 88 ,320Cr 
Hassel 1 Trust 289Cr 
Perry Trust 47Cr 
Kingsley Chapel Trust 362Cr 
Upper Bangor Church Fund 152Cr 
Wi stow Church Fund 21Cr 

Transfer from Trusts of former 
Presbyterian Church 

Forward Fund 10,600Cr 171,911 

HOMES FOR RETIRED MINISTERS FUND 
Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 

Homes for Retired Ministers Trust 239 ,954Cr 
Fen Place 47 ,450Cr 
0. Evans Fund 925Cr 
G.M. Lenwood Fund 333Cr 
Other transfers 4,502Cr 

Sums paid to Non Uniting Churches 
in respect of property 
owned 5th October 1972 31,643 261,521 

WELFARE FUND 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
P.E.B. Trust 2 ,798Cr 2, 798 

FOWLER RELIEF IN NEED FUND 
Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 

A.H. & Muriel Fowler Trust 10,917Cr 10,917 

MINI STERS SCHOOLS FU ND 
Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 

Schools Fund 39,033Cr 39, 033 

FOWLER SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 

A.H.& Muriel .Fowler Trust 10,916Cr 
E.M.Howell Trust 278Cr 
J.H.Howell Trust l,052Cr 12,246 

328,537 8,489 140,812 810, 705 1,006,919 
SPECIAL FUNDS 

Home Churches Fund 2,397 2,397 
Maintenance of the Ministry 15,295 15 ,295Dr 
Training and Mission 492 492Dr 
Church Relations 80 80 
Central Administration 89 89 
Retirement Housing 7, 176 7, 176Dr 

25 , 529 22 ,963 2,566 
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DETAI LS OF CHANGES IN F~NDS 

Year ended 31s t December 1~7< 

Balance Net Net Transfers Ba lance 
l. l .76 Income Expenditure 31. 12. 76 

CR CR DR CR 

UNEXPENDED INCOME FUNDS 

General Pur poses 117, 121 
Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 

Mannering Legacy 659 
Ca pi ta l Fund BS ,226Cr 

Transfer from Trusts of former 
Presbyterian Church 

Manse Repair Fund 1,4BDCr 
Uni ted Appeal 1O, Bl 7Cr 
Blair Legacy l,507Cr 
Car purchase loans 192Cr 

Legacies 27,200 
St.Nicholas Church, Ipswich 6,500 
Provision for VAT 6,213 
Provision for Poplar debt 7,599 
Profit on sale of motor car 500 
Net surplus in year 1,771 237,843 

MAINTENANCE OF THE MINI STRY FUND 

Balance at lst January 1976 of 
Maintenance of the Mi nis try Fund 
of the former 

Congregational Church 57 ,978 
Presbyterian Church 128,472 

Former Presbyterian Fund Balance 
maintained separately l ,235 

Transferred from Funds of former 
Presbyterian Church 

Johnson Trust l, 134Cr 
Williamson Milne Trust 648Cr 
Bl air Trust 745Cr 

Tr ans fer per Apportionment Scheme 
Maintenance of the Ministry Fund 15,541Cr 
Pastors Aid Insurance Society l,962Cr 
Carmichael Trust 630Cr 
Alexander Trust 7 ,229Cr 
Central Fund 20,427Cr 
Church Aid Fund 4 ,575Cr 
G.Sal isbury Trust 218Cr 
Alderman Perry Trust 44Dr 
A.M.l~ills Fund 105Dr 
A.M.Harris Trust 8Dr 
Hinchcliffe Legacy 377Dr 

Assessments and Contri bu ti ons receiled 1,054,677 
Allocation from Unified Appeal 92 ,550 
Other Income 6, 135 
Stipends !!l id l , 028 ,927 
Grants to Provinces 107,115 
Other grants 13 ,926 
Allocation to pension fund 12, 500 228,684 

Special Fund (M.O.M. ) 15 ,295Cr 
Motor car grants 2,150 13, 145 

Carried forward 303 , 571 1,189,333 l, 180,324 167 ,092 479 , 672 
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DETAI LS OF CHANGES IN FUNDS 

Year ended 31st December 1976 

Bal ance Net Net Transfers Balance 
l. l .76 Income Expenditure 31 . 12. 76 

CR CR DR CR 

Brought forward 303 ,571 l,1B9,333 l,lB0,324 167,092 479 ,672 

MINISTERIAL TRAINING FUND 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
Kings Weigh House 9B5Cr 
Traini ng and Mission Fund 492Cr 1,477 

CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
Alderman Perry Fund 21 Dr 
A.C.Bowdler Fund 4l ,6B9Cr 
Church Aid Fund 8,500Cr 
Kingsley Chapel Fund 43Dr 
Wi stow Church Fund 5Cr 
Upper Bangor Church Fund 610Cr 
Faulkner/Chilton Legacies 96Dr 
Church Building Fund 41,456Cr 92, 100 

HOMES FOR RETIRED MINISTERS FUND 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
Fen Pl ace 9,280Cr 
Homes for Retired Ministers Fund 20,511Cr 
Lenwood 13Dr 

Retirement Housing Fund 5, 179 7, 176Cr 42, 133 

WELFARE FUND 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
Special Emergencies Fund l,l35Cr 
Welfare Fund (including P.E.B.Fund) 15,744Cr 16,879 

FOWLER RELIEF JN NEED FUND 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
A.H. & Muriel Fowler Fund l ,879Cr 1,879 

Ml NISTERS SCHOOLS FUND 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
Schools Fund 5 ,845Cr 5,845 

FOWLER SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Transfer per Apportionment Scheme 
A.H. & Muriel Fowl er Fund 4,899Cr 
J.H.Howell Fund · l,035Cr 
E.H. Howell Fund 268Cr 6,202 

303,571 l, 194,512 1,180,324 328,428 646, 187 
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MOVEMENT IN EX PRESBYTERIAN FUNDS YET TO BE ALLOCATED - YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 1976 
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Ba1"ance 1st January 1976 

General Funds 128472 32344 14803 9992 13563 29500 10839 239513 
Funds for Special Objects 104554 46438 197577 151 85 1739 29558 1316 9863 262058 668288 
General Endowment Fund 18977 6290 20851 97570 6361 150049 
Endowment Fd.Special Objects 4242 12914 66428 2524 11 60 80415 167683 

147449 115086 112547 197577 29988 1739 203548 14879 48248 11999 262058 80415 1225533 
Add Legacies 1000 5429 800 1176 776 9181 
-,;,location from 

Unified Appeal 5000 20000 25000 
Excess of Receipts 

over Payments 1301 5333 13921 822 156 4978 10 3887 714 11629 2102 44853 
Transfer from other Fds. 1000 1000 
Profit of Sal e of 

Investment. 636 636 

147449 116387 118880 221927 30810 1895 230962 14889 53311 13489 273687 82517 1306203 
Less Excess of Payments 
---OVer Receipts 6749 6179 19905 101 144 952 34030 

Transfer to other Funds 146214 22593 12605 181412 

1235 87045 11 2701 221927 30810 1895 211057 14889 53311 13388 260938 81565 1090761 

Balance 31st December 1976 
General Funds 1235 35010 15625 1895 10388 13563 33328 12329 123373 
Funds for Special Objects 77640 42572 221927 15185 35545 1326 10869 260938 666002 
Genera 1 Endowment Fund 4783 20851 98207 6361 130202 
Endowment Fd.Special Objects 4622 14268 66917 2753 1059 81565 171184 

1235 87045 112701 221927 30810 1895 21 1057 14889 53311 13388 260938 81565 1090761 



CENTRAL ACTIVI TIES 

1975 
£ 

328,537 
25,529 

303 . 571 
1,097 , 061 

£1,754,698 

67 ,460 
201. 737 
10, 150 

26,468 

325,648 
539, 130 

28,420 

2,500 

76, 124 
5,326 

32,610 

333,234 
1,096,143 

(190,982) 

(799 , 270) 

£1 ,754,698 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

Ca pi ta l Funds 
Speci a 1 Funds 
Unexpended Income Funds 
Ex Presbyterian Funds, yet to be c 1 ass ifi ed 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Fixed Assets at cost 

Church House 
Freehold Property 
Leaseho 1 d Property 
Freehold Ground Rents 

Page 4/5 
Page 5 
Page 6/7 
Page 8 

Motor Cars, Furniture, Fixtures and Fittings 
Less Sums written off 

67 ,460 
457. 744 

32,650 
15,439 
~ 

24 ,603 

Quoted Investments - at cost 
Market Va 1 ue 

281 ,904 Common Investment Fund 
525,022 Investment Pool 

31 ,454 Other quoted Invest ments 

Unquoted Investments - at cost 

Loans and Advances 
Churches 
Ministers 

Net Assets of Tavistock Bookshop 

Current Assets: 
Sundry Debtors 

Market Value 
705,468 799,96B 
503 ,508 535,644 

66,466 68,643 

£1,275,442 

Cash at Bank, on call and short term deposit 
297 , 476 

1,406.708 

Less Sundry Creditors 
Balance held for Provinces 
and Congregations 

1,704, 184 
425 ,497 

713,716 1,139,213 

1976 
£ 

l ,006,919 
2,556 

646,1B7 
l ,090, 761 

£2,746,433 

573,293 

31,292 

l ,404 , 255 

7,600 

137 ,289 
27 ,733 

564,971 

£2 . 746 ,433 

9 
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COMMON INVESTMEtlT FUND 

1975 
£ 

1,749,560 

11,241 

£1,760,801 

1,579,353. 
180,000 

1,448 

£1,760,801 

1,362 ,367 
181,448 

£1,543,815 

159,565 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

Units 

CAPITAL· AT 1st January 1976 1,675,527 
Units issued in year lB,193 

Units cancelled in year (178,600) 
Loss on sale of investments 

CAPITAL AT 31st December 1976 1,515, 120 

Special Reserve Fund 
Balance at 1st January 1976 
Underwriting commission received 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Investments at cost 
Money on short term deposit 
Balance with Bankers 

The units in i ssue at 31st December 1976 were 
valued as follows: 

Market Value of investments 
Uninvested cash (including short term deposit) 

1,675 ,527 
£0 . 92139 

Uni t s in issue 
Unit Value 

1,515,120 
£0.87697 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends and Interest received 

Distribution made 
1,675,527 Units at £0.0875 

18,193 Units at £0.0275 

156,628 
86 , 522 

11 ,241 
2,521 

75,000 
(15,514) 

146,617 

9176 
£ 

1,749,560 
15, 314 

1,764,874 

243,150 

1,521,724 

13,762 

£1,535 ,486 

1,476,000 

59,486 

£1 , 535,486 

1,269,222 
59,486 

£1,328,708 

147,117 

500 147,117 

£ _£ __ 

Note . Distributi.ons were made in the year as follows: 

January to March 
April t o June 
July to September 
October to December 

£0.0149 
£0.0267 
£0.0184 
£0.0275 

£0.0875 

25,019 
44,719 
30,812 
46,567 

£147,117 



INVESTMENT POOL 

1975 
r 

396,525 

327 , 577 

42 

724, 144 

~ 
£724,302 

722 ,051 
5,835 

(3,584) 

£724 ,302 

588,818 
~ 

591 ,069 

61,257 

61,257 

_r __ 

Bal ance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL AT 1st January 1976 
Write up value of investments at 

13th December 1974 to cost 
Units issued in year 
Units cancelled in year 

Less loss on sale of i nvestments 

Special Reserve Fund 
Balance at 1st January 1976 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Investments at cost 
Income Tax Recoverable 
Balance with Bankers 

The units in issue at 31st Decenber 1976 were 
valued as follows: 

Market value of investments 
Uninvested cash 

554,969 Units in issue 
£1. 065 Unit Val ue 

573 ,067 
£1.027 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends and interest received 

Distribution made 
554,969 Units at £0.1070 

2,542 Units at £0 .0351 
18,241 Units at nil 

(1975 £0 . 1104 ) 

593,65 
89 

Note. Distributions were made in the year as follows: 

January to March 
April to June 
Jul y to September 
October to December 

£0.0163 
£0.0322 
£0 .0234 
£0.0351 

£0. 1070 

9,021 
17,898 
12,978 
19,557 

£59,454 

11 

1976 
Units r 

554. 969 724 , 144 

20,783 21 ,229 
(2,685)~ 

573,067 742,616 
41 ,232 

573 ,067 701 ,384 

158 

£701,542 

673,910 

27 ,632 

£701 ,542 

560,753 
27 ,632 

588,385 

59,454 
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RETIRED MINISTERS' AID FUND 

1975 
£ 

53, 197 
8,621 
1,500 

63,318 
8 

63,310 

31,250 
1,000 

£95,560 

71,455 

3,623 
2,997 

6,620 
850 

1,166 
8,000 

___l§Q 

16,796 
(1,178) 
(6,997) 

£8 ,621 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 
Add Net excess of income over expenditure in year 
- Legacy 

Less loss on sale of investments 

ENDO\~mn FU ND 
Balance at 1s t January 1976 
Add Amount received in year 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Investments at cost 
M. V. 1975 £70,272 

1976 £67 ,257 
Balance with Bankers 

Income and Expenditure Account for year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends and interest 
General fund investments 
EndoWllent Fund investments 

Genera 1 interest 
Receipts from Trusts 
All ocation from Unified Appeal 
Donations 

Less Grants 
-- Allocation to Pension Fund 

Excess of income over expenditure in year 

1976 
£ 

63,310 
7,706 

55 

71,071 

71,071 

32,250 
1,000 33,250 

£104,321 

71,455 

32,866 

£1 04,321 

3,692 
2,904 

6,596 
3 ,311 9,907 

1,082 
4,500 

51 

15,540 
930 

6,904 7,834 

£7 ,706 



WIDOWS' SUPPLEMENTARY FUND 

1975 
£ 

7,595 
1,000 
_lW.) 

fS,309 

Bal ance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAP ITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st Januar y 1976 
Add Legacies received in year 
- Net surplus i n year 

REPRESENTED BY: 
4 ,058 3501 Pool Units 

M.V. 1975 £3,729 
1976 B,595 

4,251 Balance with Bankers 

£8,309 

386 
250 

1,000 
98 

1 ,734 
2,020 

£(286) 

Income and Expenditure Account for year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends 
General interest 
Allocation from Unified Appeal 
Donations 

Less Grants pa id 

Net Surplus i n year 

8,309 
31 

--121 

1976 
f 

8,691 

fS,691 

4,058 

4 ,633 

£8 ,691 

374 
425 

1 ,500 
102 

2,401 
2 ,050 

£351 

13 
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PASTORS' SUPERANNUAT!otl FUND 

1975 
£ 

291 ,478 

11 ,879 
3,398 
4 ,021 

10,948 

£321 ,724 

308 ,342 

~ 

£321,724 

30,775 
2 ,277 

245 

33 ,297 
22 ,349 

£10, 948 

Balance Sheet as at 31st Decl!!lber 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 

ACCUMULATED FUND 
Balance at 1st January 1976 
Legacies received in year 
Legacies Equalisation Fund 
Net excess of income over expenditure in year 

REPRESENTED BY: 
338470 CIF Units 
MV 1975 £299,102 

1976 £296 ,831 
Balance with Bankers 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends from COOl!lon Investment Fund 
Allocation from Harrison Longhurst Will Trust 
Other income 

Less grants 

Excess of income over expenditure in year 

30,246 
1,652 

1976 
£ 

291 ,478 

9,890 41 ,788 

£333 ,266 

320,000 

13,266 

£333 ,266 

28,787 
3,398 
1,281 

33,466 
23 ,576 

£9,890 



PASTORS· w mows' FUND 

1975 
£ 

158,302 

25,790 
11 ,730 
3,016 

~ 
£201,960 

196,344 

18,608 
2,277 

985 

21,870 
18,748 

£3, 122 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 

ACCUMULATED FUND 
8a lance at 1st January 1976 
Legacies Equalisation Fund 
Legacies received in year 
Net excess of income over expenditure in year 

REPRESENTED BY: 
211771 CJF Units 
M.V. 1975 £191,122 

1976 £185,719 
Balance with Bankers 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends from COfll1lon Investment Fund 
Allocation from Harrison Longhurst Will Trust 
Other income 

Less grants 

Excess of income over expenditure in year 

43,658 

2,656 
2,433 

1976 
£ 

158 ,302 

48 ,747 

£207 , 049 

200,000 

~ 

£207 ,049 

18,271 
3,397 

425 

22 ,093 
19,660 

£2,433 

15 



16 

MINSTERS, w mows, AND ORPHANS' PENS ION FUND 

1975 
£ 

959 ,002 
894 

43,700 

1 ,003.596 
6,502 

997 ,094 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 
Add Legacies received in year 
- Excess of income over expenditure in year 

Less loss on sale of investments 

ENDO"°'ENT FUND 
5,359 Balance at 1st January 1976 

£1 ,002,453 

946,812 
5 ,359 

38,491 
12,096 

(305) 

£1,002 ,453 

77 ,560 
3'D 

6,975 
34,696 
12 ,500 

6,997 
518 

139, 573 
(82. 932) 
(10 ,441 ) 
~) 

£43,700 

Less loss on sale of investments 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Investments at cost - General Fund 

EndoWT1ent Fund 
M. V. 197 5 £831 , 115 

1976 £850,476 
Balance with Bankers 
Debtors 

Less Credi tors 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends and interest 
Genera 1 Fund investment 
Endownent Fund investments 
Genera 1 interest 

Premiums 
Contributions from Maintenance of the Ministry Fund 
Allocation from Retired Ministers' Aid Fund 
Donations 

Less Pens ions 
-- Refundei;I contributions 

Office charges 

Excess of incane over expenditure in year 

997 ,094 
2 , 565 

23 ,664 

1 ,023 ,323 
77 ,338 

5,359 
2 ,245 

938 ,253 
~ 

8,059 

8,059 
327 

81 , 214 
164 

l 05,676 
9, 184 
3,285 

1976 
£ 

945,985 

--2.J..!i 
£949 ,099 

941 ,367 

__!_2E 

£949,099 

81,378 
40 , 909 
12,500 

6,904 
118 

141,809 

118, 145 

£23 ,664 



CONGREGATIONAL MINISTERS' PENSI ON FUND 

1975 
r 

524 , 039 

106 , 11 9 

~) 

£628 , 568 

456,671 

176 ,063 
~) 

£628 , 568 

49, 618 
76 ,618 
17, 334 

143 ,570 
(34 ,648) 
(1,662) 

(692) 

Ba l ance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance a t l st January 1976 
Legacy received 
Excess of incaile over expend i t ure · i n year 

Less 1 oss on sa l e of i nvestment s 

REPRESENTED av : 
Investments at cost 
M.V. 1975 £388,508 

1976 £468 ,366 
Balance with Bankers 
Less Cr editors 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Di vidends and Interest 
Contri butions from Mi ni sters and Churches 

Central _Church Funds 

Less Pens ions pa id 
- - Premium r efunds to members on wi thdrawal 

Comnutation payment 
Transfer val ues pa i d on withdrawal 

Management expenses 

Excess of incoine over expenditure fn year 

17 

1976 
f 

628,568 
279 

109,977 

11 0, 256 
45,038 65,218 

£693,786 

520 ,362 

173,746 
322 173,424 

£693 ,786 

65,002 
71 ,273 
20, 000 91,273 

156,275 
41,212 

1,617 
224 

1,148 

44,201 
2,097 46,298 

fl 09, 977 
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~TAFF SUPERANNUATION FUND 

1975 
r 

46,746 

~ 
£47, 161 

47 ,477 

1,935 
~) 

£47'161 

4,073 
897 

4,970 

4,495 

60 

4,555 

(£415) 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 
Less loss on investment realised 
-- Excess of expenditure over income in year to date 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Investments at cost 
M.V. 1975 £51,067 

1976 £46,607 
Debtor 
Balance with Bankers 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Div idends from investments 
Contributions 

Pens ion Payments 
Payments made to deceased member's estate 
Reinsured Life Assurance 

Net excess of exp~nditure over incaoe in year to date 

4,532 
329 

3, 149 
1,065 

60 

1976 
£ 

47, 161 

4,861 

£42,300 

43 ,436 

3,D69 
876 

3,945 

£329 



CONGREGATIONAL MINISTERS FRIENDLY SOCI ETY 

1915 
£ 

100,882 

~ 

95 ,753 

~ 

£98,253 

118,565 

(20,312) 

£98 ,253 

1,500 
9,036 
1,924 

12,460 

17 ,586 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 
Less loss on investment realised 
- Excess of expenditure over income 

in year to date 

REVENUE RESERVE 
11anagement Fund 

Balance at 1st January 1976 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Investments at cost 
M.V . 1975 £95, 143 

1976 £92 ,643 
Less Balance with Bankers 

Sundry creditor 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Al location frOOJ Home Churches Fund 
Interest from investments 
Premiums 

Less Annuities pa id 
-- Premiums refunded 

Administration costs 

Excess of Expenditure over income 

1,985 

7 ,251 

95 ,753 

9,236 

25,678 
175 

17,435 
513 

1976 
£ 

86,517 

2,500 

£89,01 7 

114,870 

25,853 

£89,017 

1,500 
9,089 

112 

10,701 

__ 4 17,952 
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CENTRAL FUND FOR BINISTERIAL SUPPORT 

1975 
£ 

270,200 

12 ,847 

336 

283 ,383 

283, 164 

-~ 
£283 ,383 

Balance Sheet ·as at 3lst'Decerober 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 

REVENUE RESERVES 
Contingencies Funds 

Bal ance at 1st January 1976 
Special Emergencies Fund 

Balance at 1st January 1976 

less Sums credited to Non Uniting Churches: 
-- Cost of 51,455 CIF Units 

Cash 

Sums credited to Maintenance of the 
Ministry Fund 

Cost of 231,481 CIF Units 
Cash 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Investment (1975 282,936 CIF Units) 

M.V. 1975 £260,694 
Balance with Bankers 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Net dividends from Conmon Investment Fund Units 

12,847 

1976 
£ 

270,200 

336 "13.183 

283 ,383 

51 ,496 
40 51 ,536 

231 ,668 
~ 231,847 283,383 

£ 

13,853 
13,853 Sum transferred to the Maintenance of the Ministry Fund 

20, 248 
20, 248 

£ 



CHURCH AID FUND 

1975 
r 

61,046 

2 ,004 

7,386 

71,347 
__illl) 

£70,436 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 

REVENUE RESERVES 
Accumulated Fund 

Balance at 1st January 1976 
Transfer part income for year 
Legacies received i n year 

Contingencies Fund 
Balance at 1st January 1976 

Less Sums credi ted to Non Uniting Churches 
-- Cost of 12,736 CIF Units 

Cash 
12,925 

Sums cred ited to Church Extension Fund 
Cost of 57 ,567 CIF Units 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Investments (1975 70,303 CIF Units M.V. £65,145) 
Bal ance with Bankers 

Income and Expenditure Account for year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends from Common Investment Fund Units 
Less Transfer to Accumulated Fu nd 

Sum transferred to Maintenance of the Ministry Fund 

205 

2,004 
497 
619 

3,120 

7,386 

13, 130 

58,422 

i 

1976 
i 

61,046 

10,506 

71,552 

71 ,552 

f 

5,072 
497 

21 
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CHURCH BU ILDING FUND CINCORPORAT ING THE ENGLISH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
BU ILDING SOC IETY) 

Balance Sheet as at 31st De~ember 1976 

1975 1976 
£ £ 

CAPITAL ACCOU NT 
l 05,303 Balance at 1st January 1976 105,303 

Sale proceeds of Churches 2,304 

107 , 607 

ACCUMULATED ACCOUNT 
33 , 079 Balance at 1st January 1976 33 , 079 

Surplus in year to date 11,673 44 ,7 52 

Less Sums credited to Non Uniting Chur ches: 152, 359 
-- Cash va lue of certa i n assets 9,205 

Cost of 6,947 CIF Units 6,955 
Cost of £3 ,637 71% Cardiff stock 1977 3 ,674 
Cash 2 , 749 22 . 5B3 

Sums credited to Church Extension Fund: 
Loan Balances 67 ,746 
Cost of Ground Rents 15,439 
Cost of 31,254 CIF Units 31,292 
Value of £16,363 7j% Cardiff Stock 1977 16,52B 

131,005 
Less Cash t r ansferred f r om Church 
-- Extension Fund ~ 129,776 152 ,359 

. £138,382 £ 

REPRESENTEO BY: 
15, 439 Freehold ground r ents at cost 
38,247 Investments (Value 1975 £35,202) 
20,202 Quoted Investments (Value 1975 £18, 000) 

. 67 ,340 Loans t o Chur ches 
986 Debtors 

~) Ba 1 ance with Bankers 

£138,382 £ 

Income and Expend iture Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

2,997 Dividend s on C011111on Investment Fund Units 3 ,783 
1,162 Interest on other investments 1,668 

840 Loan inter est 5,926 
4 , 289 Rents and Ground Rents 4,337 
2, 462 Other income 609 

11 ,750 16,323 
5,216 Grants to Churches 4,650 

£6 , 534 £11,673 



WELFARE FUND 

1975 
f 

300 

4,026 
499 

4,898 

9,723 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAP ITAL ACCOU NT 
Bal ance at 1st January 1976 

REVENUE RESERVE 
Accumulated Fund 

Balance at 1st January 1976 
Add Legacies received in year 
- Surplus in year to date 

Less Sums credi ted to Non Uniting Churches 
Cost of 364 CIF Units 

(31) Cash 

2,000 
so 
33 

7,609 

f9,692 

158 
208 

l,990 
10,000 

12,356 
~ 

r4,898 

Sums credi ted to New Welfare Fund 
Cost of 1 ,636 CIF Units 
Cost of f250 3!% War Loan 
Cash 

REPRESENTED RY: 
Investments 

(1975 2 ,000 CIF Units value r1 ,843 
f250 3! % War Loan value f6 1) 

Uebtors 
Balance with Bankers 

Income and Expendi ture Account for year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Div idends on C6nmon Inves tment Fund Uni t s 
Other interest 
Donations 
Allocation from Central Funds 

Less Grants 

Surp 1 us in ye!lr 

9,392 
200 

6,388 

364 
172 536 

1,636 
so 

14 ,058 15,744 

f 

1976 
f 

300 

15, 980 

16,280 

16,280 

153 
918 

2,285 
11 ,000 

14,356 
7,968 

f6,388 

t3 
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ARTHUR CLEGG BOWDLER FUND 

1975 
£ 

25,274 

14, 649 

27, 112 
3,721 

838 

(858) 

54,254 
16,482 

£70. 736 

4,248 
843 

5 , 091 
1,370 

£3,721 

Balance·Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAP ITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 
Capita 1 Introduced 

CAP ITAL RESERVE 
Special Fund 

Balance at 1st January 1976 

REVENUE RESERVE 
Accumulated Fund 

Balance at 1st January 1976 
Surplus in year to date 
Creditors written back 

Less Sums credited to Non Uni ti n9 Churches 
-- Cost of 9,848 CIF Units 

Cash 

Sums credited to Church Extension Fund 
Cost of 44 ,303 CIF Units 
Cash 

REPRESENTED BY: 

9,867 
2,084 

44 ,387 
19,500 

Investments (1975 54,151 CIF Uni ts Val ue £49,894) 
Ba 1 ance with Bankers 

Income and Expenditure Account for year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Dividends on Common Investment Fund Uni ts 
Sundry income 

Less Grants pa id 

30 , 813 
4,314 

11 , 951 

63 , 887 

1976 
£ 

25 , 274 
788 

26,062 

14 ,649 

35 , 127 

75,838 

75 , 838 

3,878 
1,988 

5,866 
1,552 

£4,314 



HOMES FOR RETIRED MINISTERS <FEN PLACE) 

1975 
r 

63 , 919 

5,000 

l ,6Bl 

Balance Sheet a s at 31st December 1976 

CAP ITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 

REVENUE RESERVES 
Special Legacy 

Ba 1 ance at l s t January 1976 
Accumulated Fund 

Balance at 1st January 1976 
Legacies received in year 

Less deficit in year to date 

Le ss Sums credited to Non Uni ti ng Churches 
Cash in respe ct of certa in assets 
Cost of 1 , 019 CIF Units 
Cash 

lS, 140 
1 , 329 

iim 
Sums c redi ted to Homes for Retired Mi n isters Fund 

Cost of 4 ,5B5 C!F Units 5,97B 
Cost of certain property 61,BJO 

67,BOB 

l , 681 
4,663 

6,344 

1976 
r 

63,919 

5,000 

351 5,993 

74 ,912 

lB , 182 

Less sums credited from Home s f or 
-- Retired Ministers Fund ll ,07B 56 , 730 74,912 

60 ,465 
1 ,565 
7,307 

21 
2 , 174 

__QE) 

£70 ,600 

16,514 
755 
750 

2,60B 
1,576 

22 , 203 . 
(9 ,259) 
(5,79B) 
(3,590 ) 
(6, 134 ) 
~) 

£3, 341 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Freehold property at cost 
Furni ture and Equipment a t cost , less depreciation 
Investments (Val ue 1975 £5, 163 ) 
Debtors and Payment s in advance 
Balance with Bankers 
Le ss Sundry Credi t ors 

Income and Expenditure Account for yea r 
ended 31st December 1976 

Rents 
Visitors fees 
Garden Party 
Dividends and lnteres t 
Other income 

Less Staff Salaries 
- - Provisi ons and Laundry 

Maintenance 
Rates , Lighting heati ng and insurance 
Sundry expenses 

Deficit in year 

11,672 
7 , 387 
1,996 
5,974 

r 

23 ,524 
644 
640 

1,837 
1,278 

27. 923 

1,245 28,274 

!ill 
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TAVISTOCK BOOKSHOP 

1975 
r 

26 , 036 
10,574 

36,610 
4,000 

£32 , 610 

3. 115 
1 ,475 

1 ,640 

19,860 
10,721 . 

25 
9,577 
7,000 

48 ,823 
16 , 213 

£32,610 

100,724 
(89,276) 
20 , 985 

32,433 
(13 ' 909) 
(4,725) 

(183) 

(3,407) 

10 , 209 
~ 

£10,574 

Balance.Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
Balance at 1st January 1976 

· rlet Profit i n year to date 

Less sums withdrawn 

REPRESENTED BY: 
Furniture Fittings and EquiJJ!lent at cost 
Less Depreciation 

Stock at lower of cost or mar ket value 
Less provision for unsold books 

Debtors 
Cash in hand 
Bal ance at Ba11k - current account 
Bal ance at Bank - deposit account 

Less Cr edi tors 

Trading and Profit and Loss Account for the year 
ended 31st December 1976 

Sal es 
Stock and purchases 
Less c l osing stock 

Gross trading profit 
Less Sal aries and wages 
-- Carriage and postage 

Deprec iation 
Other expenses, incl uding rent, advertisi ng , 

audit · etc. 

Interest received 

Net Profit in year 

1976 
r 

32,610 
2, 123 

34 ,733 
7 ,000 

£27 ,733 

3, 112 
1,559 

1 ,553 
24 ,487 

~ 
23,362 
8,542 

45 
2,765 

34,714 
8,534 26, 180 

£27 ,733 

81 ,447 
80 , 590 
24 , 487 56 ,1 03 

25 ,344 
14,786 
4, 546 

173 

4, 174 23 ,679 

1,665 
~ 

£2 , 123 



LEGACIES RECEIVED IN YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 1976 

l. CENTRAL ACTIVITIES 

The late A.D.Ball 
Mi ss A.M.Beer 
Mrs.B.Davis 
E. H .Douglas 
Mi SS E. Erl ebach 
G.M.Gerard 
Revd.J.S.Hutton 
D.A.B.Marples 
B.W.Piper 
M.M.Russell 
T.Smith 
E. Smithen 

2. OVERSEAS MISSION 

The late W.D.Taylor 

3. CHURCH EXTENSI ON 

The late H.H.Callister 

4. WESTMI NSTER COLLEGE 

The la te J.S.Maclean 
11 

" J.Ord 
E. Smithen 

5. WOMENS MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION 

988 
2,200 

229 
4,703 

500 
700 
100 

12 ,000 
3,733 

79 
1,468 

_2QQ 

£27 ,200 

250 
50 

500 

£800 

The late M.E. M.Frood 776 
" " M.W.D.Paton 400 

6. WOMENS HOME CHURCH ASSOC IATION 

The late M.E.M.Frood £776 

7. RETI RED MINISTERS' AID 

The late J.Ord 

8. WOMENS SUPPLEMENTARY ~UNO 

The late J.Ord 

9. PASTORS ' SUPERANNUATION FUND 

The late P.W.Townsend 
" " $.Bestwick 

Tax recovered 

£31 

200 
92 

1,360 

£1,652 

10. PASTORS' WIDOWS' FUNO 

The l ate Mrs. G.8eard 100 
" " Miss M. M.J . Bai ley 279 

Miss N.Deary 389 
Miss W.H. Leach 237 
J.L .Mor gan 1,285 
Miss A. Stafford 101 
P. W. Townsend 200 
D.S. Twigg 65 

£2 ,656 

11. MINISTERS' WIDOWS' and ORPHANS PENSION 
FUND 

The late J.Brand 
" " A.P.Cudlipp 

Miss L.E . Dickson 
[.Smithen 
A.Wight 

742 
14 

l, 109 
500 
200 

£2 ,565 

12. CONGREGATIONAL MINISTERS PENSION FUND 

The late Miss M.M.J.Bai ley 

13. CHURCH AID 

The l ate S.F. Starkey 

14. WELFARE FUND 

The late P.W.Townsend 

15. FEN PLACE 

The late Miss E.Selby 
" " M.B.Wadey 

P.W.Townsend 
E. M. Saunders 

16. UNI FIED APPEAL 

The late A.S.Dewey 
" " C.S.C.Wood 

" A.W.West (C.W.M. ) 

17. SUNDRY TRUSTS 

TOTAL LEGACIES 

£279 

£619 

·500 
2,463 

200 
1,500 

£4 ,663 

1,000 
3.094 

4,094 
2, 000 

£6,094 

£500 

27 
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PROPOSED BUDGETS 1977 AND 1978 

Actual Budget Budget Budget 
1976 1976 1977 1978 

DEPARTMENTS Assembl y and Central Services 
Central Secretariat 18 ,867 17,910 19,201• 20, 100 
Assembly costs 11 , 994 13,000 14,000 15,000 
Moderators 5D,898 49,016 55 ,774 64,700 
Prof~:;sional Fees 10,528 12,000 13,000 18, 100 
Grants 10,298 l 02 ,585 10,500 11 ,500 13,000 

Church Lif~ Department 
General 29 ,687 33 , 258 38,350 37 ,600 
Deaconess 7 ,575 9, 116 10,500 10,000 
Youth l 0,243 

World Church and Mission DePart~ 
47 ,505 10,468 12 ,575 13,500 

General (Including C.W.M.) 297 ,872 306,250 338,325 359,350 
Church and Society Department 

General 7,595 8,908 9,600 10,200 
Finance and Administration Department 

General 37 ,566 45 ,000 51, 175 56,400 
Publications and Publicity 12,043 19,216 17, 175 16,000 

Information Service 1,981 1,600 1,800 2,600 
Genera 1 Office cos ts 34 ,450 31 ,534 42,425 49,550 , 

541,597 567 '776 635 ,400 686, l 00 

Less Maintenance of the Ministry 
· --Contributions to Ministerial 

staff salaries !42 ,000) (49 ,000 ) 

593,400 637, lDO 

GENERAL ALLOCATIONS 
Church Extension 5,000 5,000 5 ,500 4,000 
Theological Training 
Maintenance of the Ministry 

20,000 20,000 20 , 000 35 , 000 

contributions to Professors' 
salaries 

Retired Ministers' Aid and Widows' 
(5 , 000) (9,000 ) 

Supplementary Fund 6,000 6,000 6,000 5 , 000 
Welfare and Emergencies 11 ,000 11,000 12,000 10,000 
Maintenance of the Ministry 112,550 112,550 
Contingenc ies 10,000 10 , 000 10,000 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 696 , 147 732,326 641,900 692, 100 

UNIFIED APPEAL 651 , 453 661,426 600,000 648,000 
Other Income 46,465 40,000 40 , 000 44, 100 

697 ,918 701 ,426 640,000 692,100 

Deficit 30,900 1,900 
Surplus 1,771 



THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION DEPARTHENT 

"The Church in the Economic Crisis" 

Nearly twelve months ago, a leaflet was prepared and circulated s howing the total 
amount raised by the Churches and how it was spent. An estimate f or 1976 based on 
these figures was also prepared. Since then, the 1975 accounts have been received 
and examined which show that the income raised to meet the normal costs of the churches 
totalled about £5 , 850 1 000. In the light of this further information we must assume 
that the previous est imate of expenditure for 1976 (£5.90m) was substantially exceeded . 
The amount of £3m. included for cost of ministry was probably right , but expenditure on 
buildi ngs and other local costs must have increased. 

The following table shows actual figures for 1975 (so far as information is 
available) , a revised estimate for 1976 and new forecasts for 1977 and 1978. The 
estimates for 1978 are based on the assumption of a 1<1~ increase in the basic sti~nd, 
a continued fall i n the number of ministers in line with the recent trend, and some 
fall in t he rate of i nflation . 

1975 1976 1977 1978 

£ million 

Ministr y 2.7 3 . 3.25 3.39 
Buildings 2 .1 2.4 2.65 2.85 
Other local costs . 45 . 51 .55 .57 
Central activities . 20 .23 .25 .27 
Overseas .30 .33 .35 .37 
Provinces - districts . 10 .10 .15 .15 

5. 85 6.57 7 . 20 7.60 

After allowin~ for income received from endowments and rents the averege amount 
required per head of membership in 1975 was about £29. In 1976 this will have increased 
to £34, and if membership continues to decline in line with the recent trend £38 . 50 wi ll 
be needed in 1977 and £42 in 1978. 

These are the plain facts; and not only i s the membershi p declining but the average 
age i s increasing. The situation demands that giving to the Church must , at least, 
i ncrease as the members• income increases: but even this is not enough. \'le need first 
of all a more definite personal commitment and sense of stewardshi p on the part of every 
member. This will show itself in; 

i ) A more responsible approach to ministerial r emuneration: under recent 
"pay policy" ministers are again among the l owest paid people in the country. 

ii) A new attitude to Church buildings. We are retaining .more than we can 
afford or need, and t he grounds for retention in many cases should be 
critically examined . 

April 1977 
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