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More resources

 Bible ideas for exploring at Harvest
Whilst there are many worship ideas and story ideas for church-related harvest celebrations, a key starting point for the development of harvest worship and harvest events (that we neglect at our peril) is the Bible. Here we share a slightly idiosyncratic list of Bible passages that could be used as the germ of an idea at harvest and some indication of at least one way each of them could be developed. This is NOT meant t be an exclusive list, simply some suggestions to get your own ideas for using biblical texts at harvest flowing…

 Genesis 9.8-17 – The rainbow covenant

This is an intriguing chance to engage with God’s covenanted promise of care. Here God promises that there will be nothing like a universal flood to destroy all the earth ever again – though there is no promise that the earth will be indestructible, that human effort will not be able to destroy it all. Rainbows are an intriguing symbol of God’s care – they can only be seen occasionally and they occur where rain and sun meet, not in the midst of sunny skies. The whole thing links the created order with God’s committed covenantal care for people. There’s lots there to explore…

 Deuteronomy 26.1-15 – The first fruits and the people’s story

A true harvest passage – the description of bringing first fruits with thankfulness to the one place of worship, but it includes the deliberate recounting of the story of this nomad people and their rescue from Egypt and their gift of land which they can farm and their duty to share their harvest with the needy. There is an undertow of God’s grace and of land and harvest as God’s gifts. 

 1 Kings 17.1,18.1&17-45a – Who is the harvest God – Baal or YHWH?

This is the classic showdown between the slave-rescuing, wilderness-leading befriending God (YHWH) and the traditional rain-bringing, harvest-securing god whom the existing inhabitants of the land expect to send rain. On Mount Carmel YHWH is shown to be the god who is able and then, and only then, the rain comes to end three whole years of drought….  The God of nature and the God of love and justice are seen to be one and the same.  Great story, but beware – there’s the gruesome slaughter of all the (450?) prophets of Baal in v.40 to deal with.

Ruth – Land, harvest and family

Not a harvest story, but a story that has a crucial denouement at harvest. If you wanted to talk at a harvest service about loyalty and belonging and how being family must include outsiders, then this is your story. But, again, be careful what you do with that night-time visit to the threshing-floor and the uncovering of Boaz’s feet.

 Psalm 96 – The autumn festival of God’s enthronement

A psalm that may be associated with the final harvest of the year, the autumn festival, where God is praised with a glorious certainty and greeted as the all-powerful and just king of all the earth, at what could be described as the chief crisis of the agricultural year, when the land in the Palestinian hills is at its driest and the winter rains are desperately awaited so that the cycle of growth may begin again. This is the persistence of hope in the face of risk. Will the rains come? Will God prove to be what his worship so confidently says he is? Will there be another harvest at all?

 Proverbs 8.1-36 – Wisdom and creation

The glorious psalm-like account of Wisdom and her sharing in God’s creation and the need of those who would inhabit and exploit this created world to have the gift of wisdom too, if they would use the world aright. 

 Amos 5.10-24 – God’s passion for a just sharing of the harvest

A chapter aching with the cry for God’s justice in the face of the people’s injustice and their failure to share the produce of the land that God has given. You may, however, have to deal with the way this text interacts with ‘ownership’ of the land of Israel / Palestine in our own times – a real nettle, but surely, for honesty’s sake, a nettle worth grasping, even if it should not take over the whole message.

 Matthew 13.24-30 & Mark 4.26-29 – Harvest and the Kingdom of God
Two of a number of richly agricultural parables of Jesus. Matthew tells the one about wheat and tares growing together. Mark tells the one about the seed growing secretly. They both lie behind the middle verse of ‘Come, ye thankful people come’. You can explore Galilean farming and Jesus’ rural background and the connections he then makes with the need for just behaviour. It’s not directly about harvest, it only uses harvest as a metaphor, but it could connect if handled carefully.

 2 Corinthians 8.1-12 – The collection for the saints

Not so much about harvest as about giving and sharing. Still, it could have an important message that is worth sharing at harvest and the story of Jesus’ self-giving is presented as central to understanding our relationship with other people -  ‘For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich’ (v.9). 
Being Creative 

 Writing down, gathering in or taking home

It is very easy to spend time in prayer acknowledging our part in abusing suppliers, farmers and the environment in our quest for ever cheaper goods, and then to go home and forget it.  So, you could try offering everyone a cut-out acorn, blank - and invite each person to write on it one personal commitment that in some way works towards correcting those imbalances during the next year, these could be gathered up as apart of the offering, or taken home as a reminder.  (Or they could take home a seed which they plant as a reminder). As a church this could act as a springboard to discussions about eco-church and ethical investment.

Making Connections

We are heavily dependent for our survival on millions of people we will never know or meet. Here’s one way of helping to highlight our connectedness, so that we can give thanks…

Try to get everyone thinking about the ingredients of something as simple as a cup of tea and a biscuit. In the centre of the room put a cup of tea and a biscuit somewhere clearly visible, then run ribbons out across the room in different directions with the names of countries from which the ingredients might well have come, each at the end of a different ribbon…..  (Tea from Sri Lanka; milk from the Netherlands; sugar from the Caribbean; flour from Canada; groundnut oil from Nigeria; Cocoa from Ghana….etc.). Next, you could start to look at all the sorts of people involved in producing one ingredient and getting it to you, placing people with big labels for the sorts of workers involved along one of the ribbons to represent the groups involved, recognising that you could have done that for all the ribbons…  (e.g. Cocoa farmers in Ghana; Cocoa agents buying up produce; cocoa shippers; bulk buyers in the UK; chocolate makers; biscuit bakers & packers; distribution companies; lorry drivers; supermarket management and staff…)

Then give thanks in prayer for all the people involved in producing each cup of tea and biscuit we have eaten that year and extrapolate from there…

 Illustrating how unfair the world is…

Get six people sitting along one side of a table, each with a cereal bowl in front of them, where everyone can see both them and their bowls. Holding a packet of breakfast cereal, suggest that we are comparing the way the world works with serving breakfast. What would be fair? (everyone got the same amount). Give everyone a small portion of cereal in their bowl – check that that seems fair, then say the world isn’t like that. Some richer nations have a lot more control of the rules than everyone else, so they get more, much more – fill two people’s bowls till they are vastly overflowing, then give them (and only them) a loaf of bread, a jar of marmalade, a pack of butter, a carton of milk and a jar of coffee – is that fair?  Now start explaining the role of Fair Trade products….

 All-age mural-making

We heard of an inner city church that had decided to give only cash gifts at Harvest, but where they wanted the church to look special on Harvest Sunday. They got together an all-age team of folk who did not consider themselves artistic on the Friday evening before Harvest and made murals to decorate the church (assisted by a shared meal of fish fingers and chips with lots of ketchup and bread and butter). They started with tables covered in newspaper to work on. Then they assembled:

· Rolls of lining paper from a DIY decorating shop

· Squeezy bottles of ‘Ready-mix’ washable paint (from WH Smith or Early Learning Centre) – Red, Yellow, Blue, Green, White and Black – from which you can concoct almost any colour

· Little sponges made by quartering those ½ cm thick sponge wipes for use in kitchens

· Bowls for mixing paint 

· Water to help thin the paint

· Life-size cardboard cut outs of fruit shapes to draw round

· Pencils and safety scissors for cutting paper and a ruler for slitting folded lining paper

· glue (the big tubs of washable PVA glue from places like  the Early Learning Centre are great)
· some means of attaching murals to walls or hanging them in front of the wall, as suits local needs
Working together, often mixing age groups, they produced rectangles of lining paper to which they applied colour washes (using paint and water mixes in bowls then applied quickly and easily with the sponges) and left them to dry whilst they ate the fish fingers.  

Turning the coloured sheets over, they drew lots of fruit shapes in rows on the back of appropriately-coloured sheets and began cutting them out with careful co-operation. Once they had lots of cut out fruit shapes, they began gluing them onto big blank sheets, making apparent pyramids of apples, oranges, melons, bananas, plums, carrots, cauliflowers (2-part constructions with the creamy bit made separately from the green bit then stuck together). They took the completed murals into church and put them up in appropriate places at the front and cleared up after them.

After two or three years making fruit murals like this they got more adventurous and did a shared mural showing everything from ploughing through harvesting and milling to a loaf of bread.

The technique can be adapted to be used for exhibitions, posters and all sorts of other displays.

 Hasty home Harvesting

Particularly for a church in a town or city setting, try inviting all the members to take home a piece of flannel and some cress seeds 2 weeks before the harvest celebration - and ask them to 'plant' them in the shape of their initial.  These can be brought up during the offertory as an offering of self and.......... they can be part of the meal at the harvest supper/ lunch/tea.

 DIY Harvest songs

Another way to unleash hidden talent might be to get folk to try writing Harvest hymns and songs. These don’t need to be fabulous – as this ‘offering’ from John Campbell shows….

A Food Thank You Song for Harvest   to the tune:  My bonnie lies over the ocean  

1. We sometimes just open a packet

    or zap with a swift microwave,

    leave others to get in the shopping,

    let them cook the food that we crave…

    Thank God, oh, Thank God, yes,
    Thanks for the FOOD that we eat each day,

    Thank God, oh, Thank God, yes,
    Thanks for Your feeding each day!

2. Now, some may prefer spicy chicken

    with chips or with hot rice and peas,

    whilst others go crazy for choc-late

    and eat it and eat it with ease…

3. Still others eat nuts, beans and carrots

    and claim it is doing them good,

    whilst some would not think of a diet -

    their lives are committed to FOOD…

4. Yet elsewhere the poor may go hungry

    and, foodless, they may even die,

    unless we can share from our plenty,

    with justice restore their supply…

John Campbell

John Campbell © 2016 Kevin Mayhew

There are various ways to get folk engaged with the challenge of song-writing. 

· You could have a Harvest song competition and sing them all at a Harvest supper and the winner at the church Harvest service.

· You could choose a simple tune and get groups to work together on particular verses which they write up on flip chart paper on straight on to a laptop ready for PowerPoint

· You could get people to co-operate in giving ideas for someone with particular skills to help form into a song…..
All-age worship ideas from Paul Whittle

If you want a slightly different take on harvest and need a talk for all-age worship, here is an idea that considers the abundance that is available to us, but from a more urban perspective.

CHOCOLATE HARVEST

This is my harvest take on a talk that has been around using bars of chocolate. It works well if you have the bars, and better if you give them away.

Can you work out which chocolate bar is missing from the slogan? Then we will go on to find a corresponding Bible verse.

(BOOST) your chances of getting things right – consult the Bible.

Receive of God’s (BOUNTY) – God gives abundantly to us.

It is better to (DREAM) than to give up.

Don’t worry when you face a (CRUNCH-IE) – God will help you through.

We all need to relax and take (TIME OUT).

Even when life is not a (PICNIC) think about what matters most.

Don’t (FUDGE) the issue – speak out for what’s right.

(WISPA) a prayer – and tell God what’s bothering you.

God is (DIVINE) but God still calls us.

Tell God’s Good News so it spreads like a (RIPPLE).

BOOST: Your word is a lamp to guide me and a light for my path. (Psalm 119:105)

BOUNTY: I have come in order that you might have life – life in all its fullness. (John 10:10)

DREAM: Where there is no vision the people get out of hand. (Proverbs 29:18)

CRUNCHIE: Even if I go through the deepest darkness, I will not be afraid, Lord, for you are with me. (Psalm 23:4)

TIME OUT: Observe the Sabbath and keep it holy. (Exodus 20:8)

PICNIC: Instead, be concerned above everything else with the Kingdom of God. (Matthew 6:33)

FUDGE: Let justice flow like a stream, and righteousness like a river that never goes dry. (Amos 5:24)

WISPA: In all your prayers ask God for what you need, always asking him with a thankful heart. (Philippians 4:6)

DIVINE: You are the chosen race, the King’s priests, the holy nation, God’s own people. (1 Peter 2:9)

RIPPLE: Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples. (Matthew 28:19)

The Bible verses are based on the statement, not just the bar of chocolate. However, you could take them in random order and see if people can guess what verse links to which chocolate. And, of course, you can add and/or delete chocolate bars.

Another talk for all-age worship, this time, an idea that considers the abundance that is available to us, but from a more urban perspective. From Paul Whittle 2012

THE GREAT SHOPPING TRIP

You need to have a number of trade name carrier bags containing relevant products.

Please note that my listed products are simply examples.

You may well need to update this in the light of the changing names on the High Street and also according to which shops you have carrier bags for.

Introduce each one with relevant comments. They could be placed/hidden round the church.

Then, ask for each to be matched to the relevant Bible verse.

Tesco – can of beans – we need food to live. We also need spiritual food which we receive from God.

River Island – pair of socks – clothes are also vital to a dignified human life. However, even the best of them are not as God as what God creates. We should rejoice in God’s creation and be good stewards of it.

Boots – perfume – in the Bible perfume signifies worship. We should worship God – recognise all that God has done for us. Prayer is part of this.

Waterstones – book – the Bible recognises the importance of learning. We need to learn how to live God’s way.

WH Smith – newspaper – it is important to know what is going on around us and to remember that we are called to take the Good News to the world.

Early Learning Centre – toy – leisure and enjoyment are an important part of life, including Christian life. God wants us to enjoy ourselves.

Truprint – photo – memories are important and help us build a good future.

Verses:

Tesco: I had to feed you with milk, not solid food, because you were not ready for it. (1 Corinthians 3:2)

River Island: Not even King Solomon with all his wealth had clothes as beautiful as one of these flowers. (Matthew 6:29)

Boots: Praise the Lord’s glorious name; bring an offering and come into his temple. (Psalm 96:8)

Waterstones: I am your servant; give me understanding, so that I may know your teachings. (Psalm 119:125)

WH Smith: How wonderful it is to see a messenger coming across the mountains, bringing good news, the news of peace. (Isaiah 52:7)

ELC: The joy that the Lord gives you will make you strong. (Nehemiah 8:10)

Truprint: Remember how it was with you in the past. In those days, after God’s light had shone on you, you suffered many things, yet were not defeated by the struggle. (Hebrews 10:32)

