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Local mission ideas and stories for Holy Week and Easter season
Palm Sunday 
Hand out colouring books to tell the story of Holy Week – one story per page - Palm Sunday, overturning tables in the temple, Last Supper – a colouring book is available on this site, please ensure that you acknowledge the copyright.
One church produces a sheet of prayer and readings for the week, which is distributed via the newsletter – much wider distribution than simply church members.

During Holy Week 
Hold an exhibition of local amateur artists – ask them to work to a theme – invite them to lead workshops. Invite the public to come along and ensure that your congregation are around so that conversations can emerge.

Some churches hand out Hot Cross Buns to the (somewhat bemused) shoppers, who are usually appreciative and can sometimes be engaged in conversations about the cross

One church created a mural with children where each section depicted a day of Holy Week. This could be spread over the week or represent a day’s workshop.  
In a large room, use a Labyrinth with different visual stations: e.g. Crown of thorns, robe, oil, nails and hammer.  Some are contemplative – some interactive e.g. invited to bang nails into wood.  Holding a cross, to take into centre of labyrinth and leave before a larger cross. Advertise it outside the church and invite your local community to share this unusual spiritual experience
Different aspects of Holy Week focussed on each day and very rooted in community, e.g. praying outside banks and hearing the story of Jesus and the moneylenders

One community offers a Quiet Zone in the Shopping Precinct. This is an ecumenical, drop-in point offering a chance to meditate, pray, have conversation, engage in art work.  Planned mid-day short prayers
Drop in hour each day in church with meditative prompt cards for each day of the week. Notices outside invite the community to participate
Hold a community meal with mini drama about Jesus in middle (Before pud!)

Prepare an exhibition about the local community at Easter (maybe old photographs / scenes or modern paintings) and try to exhibit it in the library – or other community building. (Make sure it gets a lot of publicity)

Make sure that the COMMUNITY knows what you’re doing – contact the papers, put notices in libraries and distribute leaflets

Use DRAMA  - we heard stories of Passion plays, including one using differing voices.  These can be obtained for all four gospels but John’s gospel practically spells out the stage directions! Downloadable from this site.

Fun day/s for children – depending when schools break up, with lot of crafts.  Use of film and discussion. (“Man Dancin’’ recommended)
Easter Sunday
Family fun-day – one church worked with a local stately home to produce family quizzes on the Easter Story – ‘Roman centurions’ and costumed characters from the time of Jesus are among the crowd and can be questioned by children and adults

At one church, the young people went out and removed grave cloths from outside crosses, dug holes and planted primroses. This enabled conversation and had a lasting effect.
Local Schools and toddler groups have been making flowers and butterflies which are used to decorate the cross
Many decorate cross and place outside the church.
Follow-up the Good Friday walk of witness with a walk of celebration – take a decorated and brightly coloured cross, have music at the front – dress in bright colours – and make sure everyone is smiling. This is an excellent way to show that Christians are not always sad and the story of Jesus is a happy one.
