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Advent Candles 

Many churches light candles during the services in Advent. There are books with lots of prayer and song ideas for this part of the service. Try ‘Googling’ Advent Candle prayers. Here is one link to a creative idea: http://www.grovebooks.co.uk/resources/worship/W180/W180adventcandles.html
Also look in http://www.amazon.co.uk/Candles-Conifers-Resources-Saints-Advent/dp/1901557960/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1351153639&sr=8-1
Or try this:
First Sunday of Advent

Voice 1

On each Sunday of Advent we light a new candle, a sign of hope in a world full of shadows. When all

four candles are burning brightly, we will know that it is time to begin the Christmas festival of lights.

We want to be ready to welcome the Light of the World into our lives.

Light the candle
Voice 2

Let this light shine so that we may remember to bring the light of Jesus’ presence to all people. ‘While

you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of light.’ John 12.36

Second Sunday of Advent

Voice 1

On the second Sunday of Advent, we light two candles to show that the church joyfully awaits the coming of its Saviour, who enlightens our hearts and scatters the shadows of fear and doubt. We pray that God will bless us so that we may reflect the splendour of Christ, our light.

Light the candle
Voice 2

If we walk in the light as God is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin. Adapted from 1 John 1.7

Third Sunday of Advent

Voice 1

On the third Sunday of Advent, we light three candles. Our hope grows stronger, and our joy grows

brighter as we prepare to celebrate Christ’s coming. We remember also in this time of shadows those

whose tears still water the ground with sadness, and we pray that God will bring all people home with

shouts of joy.

Light the candle
Voice 2

In God’s promised new heaven and new earth: ‘The city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for

the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the lamb. The nations will walk by its light and the kings of

the earth will bring their glory into it.’ Rev 21.23-24

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Voice 1

Today we light all four Advent candles. Their rightness reminds us of God’s glory that shone around

the shepherds when they heard the angels’ first Christmas greetings: ‘Do not be afraid.’ We pray that

God’s glory will reign on earth as it does in the highest heaven.

Light the candle
Voice 2

For once you lived in shadow, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light, enjoying all

that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. ‘Sleeper, awake! Rise from

the dead, and Christ will shine on you.’ Ephesians 5.8-14

Christmas Day

Voice 1

‘By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those who

sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.’

Luke 1.78-79

Light the candle

Voice 2

Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world.’ The nations will walk by this light and all people will see

God’s glory. A blessed Christmas to you all!
The timeline service

As people come into church some are handed a piece of paper with the name of a character or event from the Christmas story. During the service, the whole congregation is invited to talk about the order the events took place – and then to produce a ‘timeline’ on a washing line which is strung across the church.

This can go back as far as the prophets foretelling the coming of the Messiah, through to the Magi, and the presentation of Jesus at the temple.

We discussed which Gospel told which story – briefly:

Genealogy – Matthew

Elizabeth and Zechariah – Luke

Annunciation – Luke

Mary visits Elizabeth – Luke

John the Baptist – Luke

Joseph wants to abandon Mary – Matthew

Herod – Matthew etc ect


This is an excellent way to involve the entire congregation in discussion - and to separate myth from what is in the Bible. Many people will not realise that the birth story is omitted from 2 Gospels. 

This created a lot of discussion at the Thinking Ahead... event in NW Synod. We talked about which bits of the Christmas story come in which Gospel – our group found this fascinating and quite challenging. We used a flip chart and listed all the events, then wrote which Gospel and drew out the fact that there might be more than one version. Also thought about the bits that are NOT in the Bible...including the animals at the manger

This could easily be adapted for all-age worship.
Advent bereavement service ideas

For the past few years the crematorium in Bury St Edmunds has held a carol service with a difference. The crematorium staff invite the bereaved to come back to the place where they held a funeral for a loved one, but when they arrive they find the place has been transformed.

That evening the pathway to the chapel is lit with candles and the Salvation Army band is playing seasonal music. When everyone has been greeted there is a traditional service of bible readings and carols. During the service people are able to light a candle in memory of their loved one and the URC minister gives a short address on the theme of hope. Later in the evening there is a cup of tea and nibbles like sausage rolls and mince pies. Many of those attending rarely think of coming to church. The evening includes laughter and tears. The crematorium chapel is full and a number of people return year after year.

At our local church leaders meeting in Sudbury we talked about the difficulty that Christmas can bring for those who have been bereaved. One colleague mentioned a Christmas Day event held in his previous pastorate and we decided to give it a go ourselves. We opened a redundant Church for two hours on Christmas afternoon and invited families we knew who had been bereaved during the year. We told the local funeral directors and they invited people too. We played quiet music, provided candles for people to light and suggested that people might like to write the names of their loved ones on a piece of paper which were then read out during a twenty minute guided reflection which one of the ministers led. We made sure that there was someone who people could talk to if they wanted. The church was decorated simply and the lighting was subdued. Those who attended said that they valued having time and space to think of their loss before joining in with the rest of the seasonal festivities.

An order of service for a Christmas Festival of Lessons & Carols

Welcome & Introduction (Advent Candles lit)
Lesson 1 ADVENT MESSAGE

Carol 127 Hail to the Lord’s anointed

Scripture Reading Malachi 2.17 - 3.3a,5

Meditation of the prophet Malachi

Prayer

Nick Fawcett, THE UNFOLDING STORY p.283
Lesson 2 ELIZABETH & ZECHARIAH HAVE A BABY

Scripture Reading Luke 1.5-7, 57

Meditation of Zechariah, father of John the Baptist

Prayer
Nick Fawcett, NO ORDINARY MAN1 p. 20

Carol 140 O Lord, how shall I meet you?
Lesson 3 AN ANGEL VISITS JOSEPH

Scripture Reading Matthew 1.18-19

Meditation of Joseph

Prayer

Nick Fawcett, NO ORDINARY MAN 1 p. 29

Carol 153 On Christmas night all Christians sing
Lesson 4 MARY GIVES BIRTH TO JESUS

Scripture Reading Luke 2.1-7

Meditation of Mary

Prayer

Nick Fawcett, NO ORDINARY MAN 1 p. 43

Carol 147 Silent Night
Lesson 5 THE SHEPHERDS & THE ANGELS

Scripture Reading Luke 2.8-14

Meditation of a shepherd

Prayer

Nick Fawcett, NO ORDINARY MAN 2 p.

Carol 159 Hark the herald angels sing
Lesson 6 JESUS WAS BORN IN BETHLEHEM

Scripture Reading Luke 2.15-20

Meditation of a resident of Bethlehem

Prayer

Nick Fawcett, NO ORDINARY MAN 1 p. 46

Christmas Offering for

Carol 145 O Little town of Bethlehem
Lesson 7 THE WORD BECAME FLESH

Scripture Reading John 1.1-5,14

Meditation of a Christian

Prayer

David Blackburn, Seasonal Poems, Meditations & Reflections for Public Worship p. 15

Carol 160 O come, all ye faithful (5 verses only)

Blessing & Dismissal
Telling Advent and Christmas stories
“We are invited to become the shepherds, the wise men, the prophet, the prophetess. We will embellish them with our imagination and with the imagination of tradition, though always we need to go back to the unembellished and hear the original stories afresh.” Wm Loader

“The Christmas Story never really ends. Analyses and explanations end. Expositions end.

But the power of the story is its creativity. It opens itself to us and to our world. It is a rejoicing that invites us to joy. And it is a murmuring of pain and crying. It enlarges birth itself and somehow also creates new life in us if we allow the meeting to take place.”

William Loader

MATTHEW

Genealogy – 1:1-17

An Angel Appears to Joseph – 1:18-25

The Visit of the Magi – 2:1-12

LUKE

An Angel Appears to Mary – 1:26-38

Mary Visits Elizabeth - 1:39-45

Mary’s Song of Praise (Magnificat) – 1:46-56

Birth of John the Baptist – 1:57-66

Zechariah’s Prophecy (Benedictus) – 1:67-80

The Census and the Journey – 2:1-5

The Birth of Jesus – 2:6-7

The Shepherds and the Angels – 2:8-14

The Shepherds Visit the Stable – 2:15-20

ADVENT STORIES

If we want to focus on the specific Advent stories in Advent, there are probably five:

The Genealogy (Matthew 1:1-17)

The Annunciation to Joseph (Matthew 1:18-25)

The Annunciation to Zechariah and the Birth of the Baptist (Luke 1:5-25, 57-66, 80)

The Benedictus (Luke 1:67-79)

The Annunciation to Mary, the Visitation, and the Magnificat (Luke 1:26-56)

Ideas for presenting the Bible
THE GENEALOGY (Matthew 1:1-17)

The genealogy is probably not the most likely part of the Christmas story to be used – but

tracing your family tree has become popular, and there may be links to be made. A family tree hides the stories of successive generations. Might it be interesting to select a few of those mentioned here and tell the story of something that happened to them? There is plenty of scope with some fairly well known characters, or it might be possible to dig up some information (or speculation) around some of the lesser-knowns.

An interesting approach might be to focus on the ‘special women’. A genealogy of this time

would likely be male, as this one is in the main – but the pattern is broken at five points when women are mentioned. Challengingly these are not the heroines of the faith (Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel), but some very unusual and unorthodox women – Tamar who played prostitute (Genesis 38); Rahab, heroine and prostitute (Joshua 2 – 6); Ruth, the foreigner; Bathsheba, who fell pregnant to David’s seduction and whose husband he had murdered (2 Samuel 11); and Mary, a virgin bearing a child.

THE SONGS

The four songs in Luke’s Gospel can offer another good approach to the story. This could be a series of four or four mini-snapshots in one.

Mary’s song (the Magnificat – Luke 1:46-55) is “a challenge to Christian action in the face of

poverty. It is also a challenge to Christian vision.”

Zechariah’s song (the Benedictus – Luke 1:68-79) “is a shout of thanksgiving and hope,

thanksgiving for God’s past faithfulness and hope for what he will accomplish.”

The Angels’ song (the Gloria – Luke 2:14) “is the claim that the child laid in the manger will

grow to challenge in his own way the rule, claims and values of the emperor and his empire,

the ways of the world.”

Simeon’s song (the Nunc dimittis – Luke 2:29-32) “makes quite explicit the universal theme of the gospel. ... The picture of the light of God’s glory shining from Israel to illuminate the

nations echoes Isaiah 42:6, 16 and 60:1-3.”

[Quotations from “The Widening Road” by Leith Fisher, Scottish Christian Press, 2003]

TELLING THE STORY
Another useful technique is to imagine yourself in to the story – and tell it as though you were one of the characters. 

Trevor Dennis is one of the main exponents of this – see “The Christmas Stories” (SPCK, 2007) and “The Three Faces of Christ” (Triangle, 1999). 

Another version of this comes from Nick Fawcett “No Ordinary Man” – Books 1 and 2.

Or write your own version – what it would have been like to be Joseph? Or Mary’s Dad? Or

the innkeeper? Or Mary’s cousin? And so on.

THEMATIC REFLECTION

The Advent and Christmas stories touch on some key issues.

John Proctor suggests, as examples, three key themes we might explore:

Christmas and Creation, Christmas and Gender, Christmas and Poverty

THE CHRISTMAS STORY

1) The Meaning of the Magi/The Significance of the Star

2) The Meaning of the Manger/The Significance of the Shepherds

3) The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple

4) The Finding of the Boy Jesus in the Temple
Have a quiet Taize-style service 

Offer people a chance to slow down and reflect as they go through the Advent period
Christingle

The Children’s Society first introduced Christingle to The Church of England in 1968, and it has since become one of the most popular events for families and communities in the church calendar.
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Loved by children and adults alike, this candlelit celebration is an ideal way to share the key messages of the Christian faith.

The celebration

Christingle celebrations may include songs, prayers, performances and a collection in aid of The Children’s Society. The main element that is universal to all Christingle celebrations is the lighting of Christingle candles.

Symbolism 


· The orange – represents the world

· The red ribbon – indicates the love and blood of Christ

· The dried fruits and sweets – symbols of God’s creations

· The lit candle – symbolises Jesus, the light of the world

How to make a Christingle in four easy steps

1. Take an orange and fasten a piece of red tape or ribbon around the middle.

2. Cut a small cross in the top of the orange and lay a square of silver foil (75 mm/3" square) over it.

3. Place a wax candle on top of the foil and wedge it firmly into the orange (the foil catches the hot wax).

4. Load four cocktail sticks with raisins, sultanas, cherries or soft sweets, so the points are covered. Insert them around the base of the candle.

From http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-you-can-do/fundraising-and-appeals/christingle/what-christingle
Many variations of the Christingle service are available online and in books – you could base your service on something already written, or be entierely original.


There’s a full service in this book – along with other ideas – and for 97p from Amazon at the time of writing (October 2012) http://www.amazon.co.uk/Special-Services-Advent-Christmas-Hardwick/dp/1840039612/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1351172990&sr=8-1
Christmas morning Pass the parcel

This idea is from http://www.amazon.co.uk/Christmas-Wrapped-Up-Scripture-Union/dp/1859997953/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1351175605&sr=1-1
It’s a great way to engage every member of the congregation in the whole Christmas story – you can wrap as many ‘presents’ as you wish – make sure all gifts are numbered in sequence.

Game proceeds like any other pass the parcel, but with many ‘gifts’, which when the music stops will be opened and the story gradually builds up...

To get your imagination going....

	Parcel Number
	Contents


	1
	A ‘decree’ with wording as suggested by Luke 2

	2
	A map showing Nazareth and Bethlehem – simple drawing

	3 
	A ‘Sorry, no vacancies’ sign

	4
	Straw

	5-10
	Buy the book Christmas Wrapped Up – see link above.

	11
	Question mark (ask WHY did God send Jesus...)


A different perspective – Shaun the Sheep

Tell the Christmas story from the perspective of Shaun the Sheep’s great, great, great, great, great, great grandfather, who was one of the flock of sheep on the hillside above Bethlehem. If you can get a Shaun the Sheep cuddly toy so much the better.

Christmas Carol Dances

Christmas carols were original round dances and not the hymns we usually sing (most of which were Victorian). You can make up your own steps and get everyone involved.

