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SUMMARY OF THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH RESOLUTIONS ON POSITIVE INVESTMENT ACTION ON ILLEGAL ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS IN PALESTINE


At its General Assembly meeting between July 9-12 2021, the United Reformed Church (URC) passed ten significant resolutions dealing with the situation in Israel and Palestine.

The resolutions take seriously the way in which Israeli settlements and forced land acquisitions represent a de facto annexation of the occupied Palestinian territories. These are NOT resolutions that seek to hurt Israel or delegitimise Israel’s existence. Far from it. The premise is always to make an appeal on the grounds of justice, fairness, and international law. The Israeli Government’s actions in Palestine are unjust and illegal regardless of the historical justifications and theologies used to legitimatise these mortifying policies against Palestine. The URC should not remain neutral in the face of oppression and is called always to side with the vulnerable. So how do these resolutions affect local congregations?

Firstly, there is a request for local congregations and church members to intentionally engage with the Palestinian community and their history. For example, when going on tour to the Holy Land, use a Palestinian tour company, and visit local people to hear their stories.

Secondly, there is a request that members and congregations contact their constituency MPs to express concerns about the actions of the Israeli government regarding settlement expansion and house demolitions, and to ask what the UK is doing in response.

Thirdly, there is also an appeal to refrain from purchasing products produced in Israeli settlements. A list of companies profiting from the illegal settlements can be found here: https://whoprofits.org or check out the very useful United Nations list of companies here: https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25542&LangID=E

Most congregations will not have encountered many of the companies listed, but there are notable exceptions, like Caterpillar, JCB, Booking.com and TripAdvisor.

Thirdly, there is a further resolution that asks people to support Palestinians by intentionally purchasing Palestinian products available in the UK, such as olive oil and food products, embroidery and olive wood carvings, cards, books, clothes, and health/beauty products (for example: https://zaytoun.uk/).

Other resolutions deal with things like investments (see list below).






These resolutions were reached after years of research, discernment, prayer, visits, and collaboration with national and international partners. The United Reformed Church has also given its public commitment on investment policies which screen out international companies that benefit from the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territories.

The United Reformed Church has a long-term commitment to working in Palestine and Israel through our Commitment for Life Programme and support for the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) programme standing in solidarity with those who face ongoing violations of international law arising from the 54-year military occupation of Palestine.

We have seen the harm the occupation has caused to both Palestinians and Israelis. We are guided by our Reformed commitments to peace, equality, and justice. We are responding to the cry for solidarity from our partners in the region. We believe that we have a theological, moral, and ethical duty not only to pray for our partners, but to speak out and take effective action for a sustainable peace based on justice, equity, security, and dignity for all.

Responding to the resolutions, Revd Dr Munther Isaac, Pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Christmas Church, Bethlehem, Academic Dean at the Bethlehem Bible College, and author of The Other Side of the Wall: A Palestinian Christian Narrative of Lament and Hope said:

“With all that is happening in our country in the last few weeks, it is easy to feel isolated; as if no one cares about the Palestinians. The URC resolutions are a source of encouragement; a reminder that we are not forgotten.

“The church of Christ everywhere should feel strongly about issues of justice and should act in compassion and pursue peace. These resolutions are a step in the right direction. It is also a confirmation to us in Palestine that our calls have not gone in vain. Your message to us is this: ‘we have heard you; we care’. And this gives us hope.”

The meeting of the United Reformed Church General Assembly, the main decision main body of the URC, took place on July 9-12. 


The ten resolutions are:


Resolution 26  General Assembly instructs the Mission Committee to raise awareness about Holy Land pilgrimage amongst synods, local churches, ecumenical partners and individuals, underlining the importance of taking time to engage with Christian Palestinian communities and members of the local Christian churches in Israel and Palestine. 

Resolution 27  General Assembly affirms that Israel is a country which is recognised within the international community of States, with all the rights and responsibilities attendant on that status.

Resolution 28  General Assembly affirms the United Nations commitment to a State of Palestine which is recognised within the international community of States, with all the rights and responsibilities attendant on that status. 

Resolution 29  General Assembly condemns all acts of violence in the region of Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories. 

Resolution 30  General Assembly expresses its deep concern over the worsening situation for the Palestinian people since Resolution 37 was passed in 2016, as evidenced by the subsequent work undertaken by the URC in response to that resolution. All Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories, forced house demolitions and the acquisition of land by coercion, are breaches of international law. General Assembly, therefore, urges the Israeli Government to abide by international law and reverse its de facto annexation of the occupied Palestinian territories. 

Resolution 31  General Assembly requests local churches and members to contact their constituency MPs to express concerns about the actions of the Israeli Government with respect to settlement expansion and house demolitions, and to ask what the UK is doing in response. 

Resolution 32  General Assembly recognises the ethical principles-based approach of the URC Trusts and Pension Funds to investing and commends them in this long-established commitment, so that they can continue to avoid investing in any international company which facilitates the following activities in the occupied Palestinian territories: 

• construction, production, and services for the illegal settlements 
• the economic exploitation of labour and the captive Palestinian market 
• the illegal extraction and procurement of natural resources 
• population control through private security and surveillance where it contravenes international law 
• provision of specialised equipment for the forced demolition of Palestinian homes and structures  
• building and servicing of the separation wall / barrier and its checkpoints on Palestinian land 
• and any other breaches of international law. 

Resolution 33  General Assembly affirms the ethical values of URC Synod Trusts and in this principled commitment requests them to avoid knowingly investing directly in any international company which facilitates the following activities in the occupied Palestinian territories: 
• construction, production and services for the illegal settlements 
• the economic exploitation of labour and the captive Palestinian market• the illegal extraction and procurement of natural resources 
• population control through private security and surveillance where it contravenes international law 
• provision of specialised equipment for the forced demolition of Palestinian homes and structures 
• building and servicing of the separation wall / barrier and its checkpoints on Palestinian land 
• and any other breaches of international law as researched and listed by respected agencies such as the United Nations, the Who Profits Research Center (Israel), Investigate (The American Friends Service Committee). 

Resolution 34  General Assembly requests the Mission Committee to find ways to help educate and resource Synods, local churches and members to become aware of EU guidelines on the labelling of products produced in Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian Territories and to strongly consider not purchasing these from retailers.

Resolution 35  General Assembly encourages local churches and members actively to consider playing a part in supporting the Palestinian economy through the purchasing of Palestinian products available in the UK. These include but are not restricted to: Palestinian olive oil and food products, embroidery and olive wood carvings, cards, books, clothes and health / beauty products.
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