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THINK

Advent is a time of preparation for Christmas. 

It’s also a time to prepare our hearts and minds  

to welcome Jesus again. 

How do you do this?

The angels carried God’s message to Mary and Joseph. 

Mary hid all these things in her heart, Joseph changed his plans and  

took action that society would have frowned upon. 

What do you think God is saying to the world today and how do we respond?

PRAY

God loves to hear our prayers and loves to 

speak to us too. 

We might not always see angels, but we can listen out for 

God’s message. 

And we can look out for glimpses of God. 

Make a yogurt pot telephone to help you listen to God. 

When we use the yogurt pot telephone we have to take it in turns, speaking and 

then listening. That’s like prayer. 

Where would be a good place to pray? Maybe it helps you to listen to music or maybe it 

helps you to be quiet and close your eyes. Maybe you could light a candle or do some colouring 

while you listen. Try standing, sitting, lying in different places – which help you tune in to God? 

These two ears are always busy God. 

I hear people talking, people shouting,  

cars whizzing and planes whooshing.

I hear dogs barking and babies crying, doors slamming and music playing. 

But hearing is not listening. I want to listen to you. 

Help me to be quiet and listen for the message of the angels. 

Help me to hear what you are saying to me.
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THINK

 Where are the clues around you that are  

signs of God in the world?

Talk to each other about times when looking back  

you can see how God was leading you.

What would you take to give to Jesus? 

Looking forward, what are your hopes?

You might like to explore the signs and clues in the Bible that point to Jesus 

coming and who he is. One is found in today’s story from the prophet Micah.

PRAY

The wise men did not have the full map or 

picture of where they were going. Use the jigsaw 

template (centre of book) to make jigsaw pieces.  

Decorate the pieces and then each take a piece to hold.

Thank God for all the good things that you have in your life 

and ask God to help you see the picture of the plan for your life.

Look at the puzzle piece that reach outwards.

Pray for the people who reach out and help others.

Look at the spaces waiting to be filled.

Ask God to be with people who are feeling lost or lonely.

Join your pieces together. 

Think of your family and friends and ask God to bless them

As the wise men studied the stars,

Help us to notice and care others. 

As the wise men travelled,

Help us to think about the people who journey with us.

As the wise men worshiped the baby,

Help us to give praise to you.

As the wise men continued their journey,

Help us to share your love with others.

Amen.
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ho
wlin

g w
ind

s w
hic

h g
av

e m
e v

ery
 in

ter
es

tin
g h

air
do

s. 
So w

hy
 

is 
my b

ac
k s

ore
? B

ec
au

se
 I w

as
 ca

rry
ing

 M
ary

! S
he

’s 
a l

ov
ely

 

gir
l b

ut 
sh

e w
as

 no
t li

gh
t. N

ot 
he

r fa
ult

, s
he

 w
as

 pr
eg

na
nt 

bu
t 

my g
oo

dn
es

s, 
sh

e w
eig

he
d a

 to
nn

e! 
Carr

yin
g h

er 
an

d a
ll t

he
ir 

lug
ga

ge
, I’

m su
rpr

ise
d m

y b
ac

k i
sn

’t b
en

t th
e w

ron
g w

ay
! 

The
re 

were
 da

ys
 w

he
n I

 ho
ne

stl
y t

ho
ug

ht 
tha

t I 
co

uld
n’t

 ta
ke

 

an
oth

er 
ste

p, 
tha

t I 
co

uld
n’t

 go
 on

, th
at 

we’d
 ne

ve
r g

et 
he

re.
 

But 
he

re 
we a

re!
 I m

ad
e i

t!  

I’m
 no

w la
yin

g, 
sn

ug
gle

d u
nd

er 
a b

lan
ke

t, i
n a

 ba
rn 

in 

Beth
leh

em
. M

ary
 ha

s h
ad

 th
e b

ab
y a

nd
 I’m

 so
 gl

ad
 th

at 
I g

ot 

to 
ca

rry
 th

em
 he

re.
 It 

was
 to

ug
h b

ut 
it w

as
 w

ort
h i

t, I
 gu

es
s. 

The
 ba

by
’s 

rea
lly 

cu
te.

 The
re’

s a
 br

igh
t li

gh
t s

hin
ing

 ab
ov

e 

us
. I 

thi
nk

 I h
ea

rd 
so

me s
ing

ing
 ea

rlie
r o

n. 
The

re’
s s

om
eo

ne
 

kn
oc

kin
g a

t th
e d

oo
r a

nd
 th

e c
ow

 is
 gr

um
bli

ng
 th

at 
the

re’
s 

so
meth

ing
 in

 its
 fo

od
. N

ow
 fo

r a
 w

ell
-de

se
rve

d r
es

t a
nd

 

mas
sa

ge
, m

ay
be

 a 
pe

dic
ure

 to
o. 
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 m
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f th
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ew

 no
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 th

e B
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y 

http
s:/

/bit.l
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m6I7
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Songs

Bab
y J

es
us

 w
e l
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ou
 – 
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ng
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 Jo
urn
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p

http
s:/

/bit.l
y/3

iO
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V
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bra
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Je
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http
s:/

/bit.l
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G79
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THINK

Who do you identify with in this story and why?

Consider the sheep who were left behind, the camels 

who carried the load, the cow who gave up their bed and  

the Donkey who helped Mary to get to where  

she needed to be.

Who do they remind you of today? What is your role in  

Christmas this year?

As you consider the birth of Jesus Christ, how are you going to respond?

PRAY

Use the template in 

the centre of the book to 

make an animal dice.

As you roll it, use each animal to 

help you pray:

Donkey: those who carry a burden of worry or 

sickness

Cow: those who provide for our needs

Mouse: the small and vulnerable 

Camel: those who are grumpy, busy and stressed

Sheep: those who are left out

Cockerel: those who are excited and celebrating 

God, you know me and you know everyone around me. 

You know when we are busy and when we are quiet. 

You know when we are anxious and when we are excited. 

You know when we feel left out and when we feel included. 

Thank you for caring about each one of us, 

no matter who we are or how we feel,

And for hearing and answering our prayers. AMEN

DO

This
 w

ee
k w

e’v
e 

be
en

 re
mem

be
rin

g t
ha

t 

Je
su

s w
as

 bo
rn 

am
on

gs
t th

e 

an
im

als
 an

d p
lac

ed
 in

 a 
fee

din
g 

tro
ug

h. 
I w

on
de

r w
ha

t a
nim

als
 an

d b
ird

s 

an
d i

ns
ec

ts 
ha

ve
 th

eir
 ow

n h
om

e n
ea

r w
he

re 

yo
u l

ive
? C

an
 yo

u fi
nd

 ou
t w

he
the

r a
ny

 m
igh

t b
e 

en
da

ng
ere

d?
 Esp

ec
ial

ly 
in 

wint
er,

 so
me c

rea
tur

es
 ne

ed
 ou

r 

he
lp 

to 
su

rvi
ve

. W
ha

t c
an

 yo
u d

o t
o h

elp
 th

em
 th

is 
wee

k?
 C

ou
ld 

yo
u m

ak
e a

 bi
rd 

fee
de

r b
y fi

llin
g t

he
 ga

ps
 in

 a 
pin

e c
on

e o
r c

oa
tin

g a
 

kit
ch

en
 ro

ll in
ne

r w
ith

 pe
an

ut 
bu

tte
r, a

nd
 ro

llin
g i

t in
 w

ild
 bi

rd 
se

ed
 be

for
e 

ha
ng

ing
 it 

so
mew

he
re 

ou
tdo

ors
? O

r m
ay

be
 co

ns
tru

ct 

a b
ug

 ho
us

e o
ut 

of 
rec

yc
led

 m
ate

ria
ls?

 As y
ou

 do
 it,

 

rem
em

be
r to

 th
an

k G
od

 fo
r a

ll t
he

 w
on

de
rfu

l c
rea

tur
es

 in
 

cre
ati

on
. F

ind
 ou

t h
ow

 to
 pr

ote
ct 

he
dg

eh
og

s a
nd

 ho
w to

 

en
co

ura
ge

 be
es

.   
   h

ttp
s:/

/bit.l
y/h

ed
geh

ogSt

http
s:/

/bit.l
y/B

ee
WWF    

   h
ttp

s:/
/bit.l

y/B
ugsH

ome 

Cam
el

My n
am

e i
s B

ea
uti

ful
.

I k
no

w I d
on

’t l
oo

k v
ery

 be
au

tifu
l. C

am
el 

co
mes

 fro
m th

e A
rab

ic 

word
 fo

r “b
ea

uti
ful

”, s
o t

ha
t’s

 m
y n

am
e, 

Bea
uti

ful
, a

ll m
y f

rie
nd

s 

are
 ca

lle
d b

ea
uti

ful
 to

o. 
We a

re 
on

 a 
trip

 to
 se

e t
he

 m
es

s …
  

the
 m

es
sy

 …
 th

e m
oo

se
ya

h …
 th

e M
es

sia
h, 

the
 ne

w King
.  

We a
re 

like
 be

au
tifu

l s
hip

s g
lid

ing
 th

rou
gh

 th
e d

es
ert

, to
 pr

es
en

t 

gif
ts 

mos
t w

ort
hy

 to
 hi

m, a
nd

 w
ha

t fi
ne

r g
ift 

tha
n m

e, 
Bea

uti
ful

 

an
d m

y f
ell

ow
 be

au
tie

s.

Well
 th

at’
s w

ha
t I 

tho
ug

ht,
 w

ho
 w

ou
ldn

’t w
an

t a
 be

au
tifu

l c
am

el 

for
 a 

pre
se

nt?
 Yo

u w
ou

ld 
on

ly 
giv

e a
 be

au
tifu

l g
ift 

to 
the

 King
 

an
d t

ha
t’s

 m
e, 

I m
ea

n, 
us

!

But 
the

 w
ise

 on
es

 w
e a

re 
ca

rry
ing

 ha
ve

 br
ou

gh
t o

the
r g

ifts
, a

nd
 

sa
y w

e a
re 

jus
t th

e t
ran

sp
ort

. T
he

y h
av

e c
ho

se
n g

ifts
 of

 G
old

 

whic
h i

s v
ery

 he
av

y t
o c

arr
y; 

Fran
kin

ce
ns

e w
hic

h i
s v

ery
 sm

ell
y 

an
d k

ee
ps

 m
ak

ing
 m

e s
ne

ez
e; 

an
d M

yrr
h, 

als
o s

mell
y a

nd
 

mak
ing

 m
e f

ee
l a

 lit
tle

 sl
ee

py
 so

meti
mes

.

So, 
we’r

e n
ot 

the
 gi

fts
 – 

bu
t th

e K
ing

 ca
n s

till 
ap

pre
cia

te 
us

  

an
d m

ay
be

 gi
ve

 us
 a 

pa
t. I

 ca
n’t

 w
ait

 to
 se

e h
im

, th
e n

ew
 King

.

I th
ink

 th
es

e w
ise

 on
es

 ha
ve

 go
tte

n u
s l

os
t a

ga
in,

 m
y o

ne
 is

 

rea
din

g t
he

 m
ap

 up
sid

e d
ow

n! 
Whe

n w
e fi

na
lly 

ge
t to

 th
e K

ing
, 

I s
ha

ll a
sk

 hi
m fo

r a
 co

mpa
ss

 an
d fl

are
 gu

n t
o h

elp
 th

es
e t

hre
e 

ge
t h

om
e! 

 

But 
for

 no
w w

e s
ail

 on
, w

e r
ide

 ov
er 

de
se

rt s
an

ds
 to

 fin
d t

he
 

ne
w King

 an
d p

res
en

t h
im

 w
ith

 sm
ell

y, 
he

av
y g

ifts
 – 

an
d n

ot 

Bea
uti

ful
 ca

mels
.

Cow  

Wait
 a 

minu
te!

 W
ha

t’s
 go

ing
 on

 ar
ou

nd
 he

re?

We w
ere

 al
l e

njo
yin

g a
 qu

iet
 na

p i
n o

ur 
sta

ble
 af

ter
 a 

lon
g d

ay
 

an
d s

ud
de

nly
 th

e d
oo

r b
urs

ts 
op

en
 an

d i
n c

om
e t

wo s
tra

ng
ers

.  

All o
f u

s a
nim

als
 ge

t s
ho

ve
d i

nto
 th

e c
orn

er 
tog

eth
er 

so
 th

es
e 

no
isy

 vi
sit

ors
 ca

n h
av

e s
om

e s
pa

ce
.

Come a
nd se

e –
 w

ith
 th

e a
nim

als



– b
ut d

on’t o
pen

 until 
13

th Dec
em

ber 

Com
e and S

ee

– but don’t open until 13th December 

Come and See



DO

This
 w

ee
k w

e a
re 

rem
em

be
rin

g t
he

 sh
ep

he
rds

, 

ord
ina

ry 
fol

k w
ho

 sp
en

t m
uc

h o
f 

the
ir d

ay
 an

d n
igh

t o
uts

ide
 lo

ok
ing

 af
ter

 

the
ir s

he
ep

. A
lth

ou
gh

 it 
wou

ld 
ha

ve
 be

en
 w

arm
 

du
rin

g t
he

 da
y t

he
 ni

gh
ts 

wou
ld 

ha
ve

 be
en

 ve
ry 

co
ld 

an
d l

on
ely

. T
he

re 
are

 m
an

y p
eo

ple
 in

 th
is 

co
un

try
 w

ho
 do

 

no
t h

av
e a

 ho
me o

r e
ve

n a
 w

arm
 pl

ac
e t

o s
lee

p a
t n

igh
t a

nd
 

us
e a

nd
 re

ly 
on

 ho
mele

ss
 sh

elt
ers

 to
 pr

ov
ide

 th
em

 w
ith

 a 
warm

 dr
y 

pla
ce

 to
 st

ay
 ov

ern
igh

t. F
or 

the
 ho

mele
ss

 th
e w

int
er 

mon
ths

 ca
n  

be
 ve

ry 
co

ld 
an

d g
lov

es
 an

d h
ats

 ar
e v

ita
l to

 ke
ep

 th
em

 w
arm

.  

Wha
t c

ou
ld 

yo
u d

o t
o h

elp
? D

o y
ou

 ha
ve

 a 
ho

mele
ss

 sh
elt

er 
ne

ar 
yo

u?
 

Perh
ap

s y
ou

 m
ak

e a
 ha

t o
r g

lov
es

 an
d d

eli
ve

r it
 as

 gi
ft. 

Othe
r it

em
s t

ha
t 

are
 al

way
s w

elc
om

ed
 ar

e t
oo

thb
rus

he
s a

nd
 to

oth
pa

ste
 an

d b
ars

 of
 so

ap
.  

Wrap
 up

 a 
pa

rce
l a

nd
 de

live
r it

 to
 th

e s
he

lte
r s

o i
t c

an
 be

 gi
ve

n t
o a

  

ho
mele

ss
 pe

rso
n t

his
 C

hri
stm

as
. 

THINK

Why do you think God chose the Shepherds  

to be the first to go see Jesus?

The shepherds left their sheep and went, Jesus asked 

fisherman to leave their nets and follow him. What things do we 

need to leave to be able to follow Jesus today?

The shepherds went out and told everyone what they had seen. Who are 

you going to share the good news of Christmas with?

EXPLORE
Story 

Links
 

The
 Li

gh
t o

f th
e w

ho
le 

worl
d  

From
 th

e J
es

us
 Stor

yb
oo

k B
ibl

e r
ea

d  

by
 D

av
id 

Suc
he

t 

http
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The
 sh

ep
he

rds
 in

 th
e fi

eld
’s 

an
im

ati
on

 by
 4H

KReig
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http
s:/

/bit.l
y/3

jXU9d
z

Songs

All t
he

 Ang
els

 Sing
 by

 D
ou

g H
orl

ey

http
s:/

/bit.l
y/2

W3c
9v

0

Born
 is

 th
e K

ing
 by

 H
ills
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g 

http
s:/

/bit.l
y/3

iLzs
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 Be ready to say Amen! 

Let us be happy and excited,

Just like the shepherds, for God has blessed us.

Let us sing praises to God,

Like the angels, for God loves us.

Let us be glad, like Mary and Joseph

for God has come to us in the baby Jesus.

Let us jump for joy!

Amen.

PRAY

The shepherds were 

surprised by the angel –  

here is a surprising prayer idea!

Think about people who you want to

 share God’s love with. 

Find a matchbox or small box. Cut four long strips of 

paper (slightly narrower than the box) and write your prayers 

on them or draw pictures of the names of the people you would 

like to pray for. The strips of paper are going to make a spring so your 

prayers will pop up.

Glue the strips of paper together to make two longer strips out of the four strips. 

Glue these two strips at a 90 degree angle, then start folding them, one on top of the 

other, also at 90 degrees. When you have completed the folding stick the end together.  

Cut out a heart or any shape you like and write on it the word Amen, stick this to the end of your 

paper spring. 

Stick the spring into the bottom of the box and press it down and close the box.  

Hold the box in your hand and watch as your prayers spring out. 

Come a
nd se

e –
 w

ith
 th

e s
hep

herd
s

The
 sk

y s
ho

ne
 br

igh
t

Ove
r th

e c
old

 fie
lds

 th
at 

nig
ht,

More
 an

ge
ls 

ap
pe

are
d, 

a h
ea

ve
nly

 ch
oir

Sing
ing

 an
d p

rai
sin

g G
od

, a
s t

he
y fl

ew
 hi

gh
er.

“G
lor

y t
o G

od
 in

 th
e h

igh
es

t h
ea

ve
n,

And
 on

 ea
rth

, p
ea

ce
 an

d g
oo

dw
ill t

o a
ll”.

The
 st

ar 
sh

on
e b

rig
ht

In 
the

 da
rk 

sk
y t

ha
t n

igh
t

Le
ad

ing
 th

e s
he

ph
erd

s, 
who

 di
d n

ot 
wav

er

To
ward

s B
eth

leh
em

 to
 se

e t
he

ir S
av

iou
r.  

The
 st

ar 
sh

on
e b

rig
ht

O’er
 Beth

leh
em

 th
at 

nig
ht

The
 sh

ep
he

rds
 re

joi
ce

d a
nd

 sh
are

d t
he

ir g
oo

d n
ew

s

The
 pe

op
le 

who
 he

ard
 w

ere
 am

az
ed

 an
d b

em
us

ed
.

On o
ne

 da
rk 

nig
ht

Beth
leh

em
 sh

on
e b

rig
ht

No l
on

ge
r o

utc
as

ts 
or 

jus
t o

rdi
na

ry

The
 sh

ep
he

rds
 w

ere
 sp

ec
ial

, im
po

rta
nt,

  

an
d m

err
y. 

 

The
 m

oo
n s

ho
ne

 br
igh

t 

In 
the

 da
rk 

sk
y t

ha
t n

igh
t

Ove
r B

eth
leh

em
 w

he
re 

pe
op

le 
lay

Slee
pin

g a
nd

 dr
ea

ming
 of

 a 
bra

nd
 ne

w da
y.

The
 st

ar 
sh

on
e b

rig
ht

In 
the

 da
rk 

sk
y t

ha
t n

igh
t

Ove
r B

eth
leh

em
’s 

ne
w pr

ide
 an

d j
oy

In 
a m

an
ge

r la
y a

 ba
by

 bo
y. 

The
 m

oo
n s

ho
ne

 br
igh

t

In 
the

 da
rk 

sk
y t

ha
t n

igh
t

Ove
r th

e c
old

, d
ark

 fie
lds

 in
 Beth

leh
em

Whe
re 

no
-on

e e
ve

n t
ho

ug
ht 

ab
ou

t th
em

.

The
 co

ld,
 da

rk 
fie

lds

Whe
re 

the
 sh

ep
he

rd’
s k

ne
ele

d

To
ge

the
r th

ey
 hu

dd
led

 ro
un

d s
mall

 fir
es

 fo
r w

arm
th,

Te
nd

ing
 th

eir
 sh

ee
p w

ho
 ro

am
ed

 ba
ck

 an
d f

ort
h. 

 

The
 co

ld,
 da

rk 
fie

lds
,

Whe
re 

the
 sh

ep
he

rds
 kn

ee
led

,

Soc
iet

ies
 ou

tca
sts

, n
ot 

at 
all

 sp
ec

ial
,

Le
ss

 th
an

 or
din

ary
, n

ot 
rea

lly 
es

se
nti

al.
  

The
 sk

y s
ho

ne
 br

igh
t

Ove
r th

e c
old

 fie
lds

 th
at 

nig
ht,

An a
ng

el 
ap

pe
are

d s
ay

ing
 “D

on
’t b

e a
fra

id”

“The
 Sav

iou
r is

 bo
rn;

 in
 a 

man
ge

r h
e’s

 la
id”

.
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